Why we say

There have been modest gains since
Labour was elected in 1997, such as in-
creased spending on the NHS and educa-
tion, the peace process in Ireland, devolu-
tion in Scotland and Wales, the restoration
of local power in the Greater London
Authority, pensioner winter fuel payments
raised from £10 to £250 and extension of
the use of bus passes.

nti-union laws have not
been repealed and the

railways remain
privatised but workers, through
the trade union movement,
enjoy greater influence under a
Labour government and can
now force bosses to recognise
unions. These small victories
would not have happened under
the Tories.

This is why the New Worker,
the paper of the New Commu-
nist party, is calling for workers
to vote Labour in the general
and local elections.

We support Labour even

though we oppose New Labour’s wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan and we do not believe Brown’s
economic policies can solve capitalism’s ills.

Our call to vote Labour is based on the con-
crete conditions in Britain today.

A Labour government with its yet unbroken
links with the Labour Party, the trade unions
and the co-operative movement offers the best
option for the working class in the era of
parliamentary democracy.

The Conservative Party is the party of the
wealthy. Its natural allies are big business,
finance and big landowners and it is funda-
mentally hostile towards organised labour.

The fight for socialism

0 permanently organise

society for the benefit of

working people can only happen through
a socialist revolution that puts the working

class in power. That can never happen through
bourgeois elections.

The New Worker fights for socialism because
it is the only way to end exploitation, unemploy-
ment, poverty, economic crisis and war.
Socialism is the only answer to climate change
and pollution.

But that doesn’t mean turning our backs on
the immediate demands for social justice and
state welfare put forward by the labour move-
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ment representing millions in the Labour Party
and the trade unions — that would mean isolation
from the working class.

At the same time we oppose the class collabo-
rationist ideas of social democracy where
financiers are courted and trade union leaders
ignored.

We work for working class unity
to strengthen the left and pro-
gressive forces within the Labour
Party and the unions to create a
democratic Labour Party that,
when in office, will carry out the
demands of the labour move-
ment.

Such a left-social democratic
government could bring about
social reforms comparable to the
creation of the “Welfare State”
after 1945. This could be paid for
by taxing the rich and scrapping
Britain’s weapons of mass
destruction. But only Labour, with
its organic links to the working
class, could bring this about.

The “Left” alternatives

he various parties offering an “alternative
left” instead of Labour and standing candi

dates in general and local elections are
actually dividing the labour movement and the
working class. In the current electoral system,
voting for the “alternative left” parties, tactical
voting or abstaining, effectively means a wasted
vote and ultimately benefits the Conservatives. A
Conservative government, with or without
support from the Liberal Democrats, will always
be much worse than any Labour government.

The reality is that these “alternative left” parties
are rejected time and again by the same work-
ing class their programmes claim to advance.
There isn’t even a remote possibility of any of
them taking office as the rhetoric and wild
promises of these parties do not reflect reality.

The New Worker works with the working class
as it really exists—a class that sees the Labour
Party and the trade unions as representing its
interests.

So the choice is: Conservative or Labour,
regardless of unpalatable Labour policies. And if
Labour is to win then every vote needs to be
brought out.

A Labour government is the best possible
outcome for the working class right now and the
best way of taking forward the fight for social-
ism.




Fighting for
public sector

pensions

THE PUBLIC sector union
Unison last week hit back
angrily at CBI scare-
mongering, after they
claimed that public sector
pensions have created a
“black hole” in Govern-
ment finances.

The union called on the CBI to
focus on the private compa-
nies, that, despite making
profits are closing their pen-
sion schemes, forcing staff
into poverty in their retirement.

Unison general secretary Dave
Prentis, said: “The CBI’s talk of
a pensions ‘black hole’ is
alarmist and wrong. There is
no pensions D-Day on the
horizon, every public sector
worker will not retire on the
same day and claim their
pension.

“Public sector pensions
schemes have already been
through a comprehensive

review. They are affordable and
sustainable in the long term.
The retirement age for most
public sector worker is already
65, and far from being gold
plated, the average woman
working in local government
can expect just £2,600 a year,
or £40 a week when they retire.

“The Swedish model it draws
on is not the answer. Inequali-
ties and extremes of pay are far
greater in Britain than Sweden.
And giving retired workers a
lump sum, leaves them vulner-
able to pensions miss-selling
and disreputable pensions’
advisers, hungry for commis-
sion.

“Instead of attacking public
sector pensions, the CBI needs
to look in its own backyard. It
should turn its firepower on the
boardroom bosses who award
themselves huge pensions, and
low retirement ages, but close
their schemes to staff.”
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Our Party was formed in 1977
following a struggle against
revisionism inside the Commu-
nist Party of Great Britain, which
finally dissolved in the 1990s.

The New Communist Party is a
Marxist-Leninist party which is
fighting for a world without
exploitation. A world in which the
will of the masses, the workers,
the toilers, the people who work
in the factories and farms, is
carried out. A world in which
those who produce the entire
wealth of the globe get the fruits
of their labour.

This is the world we work for. A
socialist society where there are
no slums, poverty or racism. A
society where there are no
classes, no exploiters, no
bigotry and no war. A new and
better world — the world Marx
and Engels predicted and a
world that will surely come to
pass. Itis already being built in
the socialist countries of today.
It is being fought for in every
continent and every country.

We are part of that struggle!

This is the century of
socialism!
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