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WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!
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The research was com-
missioned by the United
Nations and was carried
out by 1,360 scientists from
95 countries over four
years at a cost of $21 mil-
lion (£11.3 million). It in-
volved UN agencies, inter-
national scientific
organisations and develop-
ment agencies.

 The details were re-
leased at meetings in
Beijing, London, Washing-
ton, Tokyo, Brasilia,
Nairobi, Cairo and New
Delhi.

far too fast

And the basic conclu-
sion was that human soci-
ety is using up the earth’s
resources far too fast, risk-
ing dramatic global decline.

 But there is a tremen-
dous amount that can be
done to lessen and even
reverse the damage being
done if there is enough in-
vestment in new technolo-
gies and changes in
behaviour.

 The authors of the re-
port describe it as a “stark
warning” for the entire
world. “Human activity is
putting such a strain on the
natural functions of the
earth that the ability of the
planet’s ecosystems to sus-
tain future generations can
no longer be taken for
granted,” it said.

 Human demand for
food, fresh water, timber,
fibre and fuel means that
more and more land is
claimed for agriculture and
nearly a quarter of the to-
tal land surface of the earth
is now cultivated.

 The demand for water
has doubled in the last 40
years so that humans now
use between 40 and 50 per
cent of all available fresh
water running off land. In
many places the demand
for water for irrigation is
putting a strain on supplies
of drinking water.

 So much water is taken
from our great rivers that
for parts of the year the
Yellow River in China, the
Nile in Africa and the Colo-
rado in America dry up be-
fore reaching the sea.

 At least a quarter of all
fish stocks are over har-
vested and in some areas
the catch is now less than
one per cent of what it was
before industrial fishing.

 An estimated 90 per
cent of the total weight of
the ocean’s large predator
fish – tuna, swordfish and
sharks – has disappeared
in recent years.

 Around 12 per cent of
bird species, 25 per cent of
mammals and 30 per cent
of amphibians are threat-
ened with extinction.

 The world’s forests,
mangrove swamps and
coral reefs are all damaged
and threatened with further
serious damage.

 These problems were
all more or less expected,
though not to the degree the
report has revealed.

 But other major prob-
lems have gone unsus-
pected. These include the
results of the sudden, un-
precedented release of
free nitrogen and phospho-
rous into the environment
– mainly from agricultural
fertilisers. This has led to
massive blooms of algae in
the oceans and rivers, us-
ing up all the oxygen and
killing other aquatic life.

 The report identified
this as a potential “tipping
point” that could destroy
entire ecosystems.

surprise

Dr Walt Reid, one of
the authors, said: “Surpris-
ingly, though despite a ma-
jor body of monitoring in-
formation and scientific re-
search supporting this find-
ing, the issue of nutrient
loading barely appears in
policy discussions at global
levels and only a few coun-
tries place major emphasis
on the problem.

 “This issue is perhaps
the area where we find the
biggest ‘disconnect’ be-
tween a major problem re-
lated to ecosystem services
and the lack of policy ac-
tion in response.”

 Another neglected
threat is the way species
are being spread around the
world, leading to a loss of

local diversity. For ex-
ample, the Baltic Sea now
around 100 species of crea-
ture living in its waters that
originated in different parts
of the world, a third of them
natives of North America’s
Great Lakes. At the same
time, the Great Lakes now
contain 170 alien species,
a third of them native to the
Baltic.

devastating

New species in an area
can have a devastating ef-
fect on native creatures.
The American comb jelly-
fish wiped out 26 commer-
cially important varieties of
fish in the Black Sea.

 The scientists are
warning that nature is not
merely something nice to
be enjoyed at weekends

THE WORLD
IN DANGER

Our fund this week
is only £62! It brings
our total for March so
far to £2,539.14, which
is £460.86 short of our
£3,000 monthly target.

 We thank our
regular London pen-
sioner donor for
£27.40, another north
London pensioner for
£10 and our Metropoli-
tan branch for £10. We
also thank a senior
citizen comrade from
Surbiton for £20.

 Comrades, we can-
not leave it all to our
dedicated pensioners
to support this paper.
Maybe you’ve all been
busy over Easter going
on demonstrations or
attending confer-
ences.

 But our younger
supporters, friends
and comrades must
put their hands in their
pockets now as a mat-
ter of urgency and
send us whatever they
can as soon as they can
and send it to the New
Worker Fund, PO Box
73, London SW11 2PQ.

by our Arab Affairs
Correspondent

AMERICAN troops are
keeping a low-profile in
Iraq these days, anxious
to avoid any incidents that
might further enrage the
Sunni Muslim community
whose traditional and
clerical leaders are still
refusing to take part in a
new puppet government
two months after the bo-
gus elections they boy-
cotted.

Three Romanian jour-
nalists and their Iraqi-
American go-between
were kidnapped on Monday
– seized near their
Baghdad hotel shortly af-
ter interviewing puppet
premier Iyyad Alawi – pro-
voking demands in
Bucharest for the with-
drawal of their 800-strong
contingent. Two pipelines
were sabotaged in the
northern Iraqi oil-fields and
the quisling director of the
South Oil Company nar-
rowly escaped death when
a roadside bomb was deto-
nated as his car passed by
in Basra.

 Street battles continue
between guerrillas in a
number of towns and cit-
ies in central Iraq. Attacks
on the Americans in
Fallujah are now at the
same rate as they were be-
fore the city was stormed
by US Marines and a num-
ber of partisans have es-

caped from an American con-
centration camp in southern
Iraq.

 The most spectacular
action of the week was the
“great escape” from Camp
Bucca, the second largest
American prison camp in
Iraq.  Last Saturday American
guards discovered a tunnel
leading to the outside. Sev-
eral hundred metres long, it
had taken many weeks for
the prisoners to dig in secret,
right under the noses of their
captors, using tools made
from tent poles, buckets and
empty containers. Dirt from
the tunnels was scattered
around the camp square or
thrown under the latrines.
The US military authorities
confirmed that a number of
prisoners had escaped fol-
lowing a head-count but no
figures have been released.

prisoners

The Americans are hold-
ing over 10,500 prisoners in
Iraqi concentration camps,
more than double the num-
ber held last October. Most
are held at the notorious Abu
Ghraib prison in Baghdad.
Camp Bucca comes second
and prominent political pris-
oners, including former
members of the Baathist gov-
ernment, are confined at
Camp Cropper at Baghdad
International Airport. A num-
ber are also held in US mili-
tary bases throughout occu-
pied Iraq.

 Prisoners, often arrested

by Daphne Liddle

HUMAN activity, especially intensive farming, is
damaging the natural environment all around the
planet and threatening the welfare of future gen-
erations, according to a report delivered last
Wednesday by the Millennium Ecosystem Assess-
ment.

on the say-so of informers,
are denied visits and they
are rarely, if ever, allowed
to communicate with their
relatives or get legal ad-
vice. But their plight is only
a symptom of the suffering
the Iraqi people are endur-
ing under heel of Anglo-
American imperialism.

Almost twice as many
Iraqi children are suffering
from malnutrition since the
occupation began two
years ago. According to
Jean Ziegler, the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission’s
special expert on the right
to food, four per cent of Ira-
qis under the age of five
went hungry in the months
after the fall of Baghdad in
April 2003. The rate nearly
doubled to 7.7 per cent last
year a “result of the war led
by coalition forces”. More
than a quarter of Iraqi chil-
dren don’t get enough to
eat, Ziegler told the UN
commission in Geneva.

Ziegler quoted an Oc-
tober 2004 US survey that
estimated that up to
100,000 more Iraqis, many
of them women and chil-
dren, had died since the
occupation than would
have been expected other-
wise, based on mortality
rates before the war.

“Most died as a result
of the violence. But many
others died as a result of
increasingly difficult living
conditions, reflected in in-
creasing child mortality lev-
els”, he noted.

and conservation is not a
luxury.

 A team of biologists in
1997 attempted an audit of
the “business services” pro-
vided by nature to human
economic activities – for
example the free pollina-
tion of crops and air condi-
tioning provided by green
leaves.

They estimated nature’s
contribution at $33 trillion
(£17.75 trillion) a year,
nearly twice the global
gross national product for
that year.

 The Millennium As-
sessment Team concluded
that “it lies within the power
of human societies to ease
the strains we are putting
on the nature services of
the planet, while continuing
to use them to bring better
living standards to all.

 “Achieving this, how-
ever, will require radical
changes in the way nature
is treated at every level of
decision-making and new
ways of co-operation be-
tween government, busi-
ness and civil society. The

warning signs are there for
us all to see. The future
now lies in our hands.”

 Dr Reid added: “We
simply must establish poli-
cies that require natural
costs to be taken into ac-
count for all economic de-
cisions.”

 This is a compelling
argument to abandon the
unplanned, competitive,
profit-motivated production
methods of capitalism for
the planned, considered and
collaborative methods of
socialism.

Iraq’s ‘great escape’

• The US refuses to act.
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Treasure islands

The world’s richest
people have stashed away
around $11.5 trillion (£6.18
trillion) in offshore tax ha-
vens, according to Tax Jus-
tice Network, a group of
accountants and econo-
mists.

This sum is 10 times
Britain’s Gross Domestic
product and earns its own-
ers $860 billion (£462 bil-
lion) in interest every year.
The Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and
Development has con-
firmed that tax avoidance is
a growing international
problem for rich and
middle-income countries.

Dog tracks

The local authorities in
Dresden are introducing
compulsory DNA testing
and registration for the
city’s 12,000 dogs so that if
they foul the public streets,
they can be traced and their
owners fined for failing to
clean up after them.

Alarming

A scientist employed by
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology has invented
a new kind of alarm clock that
hides itself, forcing the
sleeper to search the room in
order to turn it off and ensur-
ing that they are properly
awake.

 Gauri Nanda said she
made the device, which she
calls “Clocky”, after strug-
gling to get up in the morn-
ings. “I’ve been known to hit
the snooze button for up to
two hours,” she said, “or even
accidentally turn it off.”

A Clocky looks like a furry
swiss roll on wheels. When
you hit the snooze button, it
rolls itself off the bedside
table and wheels around the
bedroom floor, bumping into
things before settling on a
place to hide. When the alarm
sounds, the sleeper must get
out of bed to find it and turn it
off. The fur covering is to make

it look endearing so you won’t
throw it out of the window in
anger.

Crime of capitalism

Around 10.6 million chil-
dren under the age of five die
every year from preventable
causes linked to poverty, ac-
cording to the World Health
Organisation.

 Forty per cent of these die
within a month of birth and 40
per cent of these deaths are
in southern and western Af-
rica.

 The immediate causes of
death are: pneumonia (19 per
cent), diarrhoea (17 per cent),
malaria (eight per cent),
measles (four per cent) and
HIV/Aids (three per cent).
Neonatal deaths account for
37 per cent and of these pre-
mature birth account for (28
per cent), sepsis or pneumo-
nia (26 per cent) and asphyxia
(23 per cent).

 Poor nutrition is a factor
in the majority of cases.

Unequal in death

Oxfam International
last week reported that up
to four times as many
women as men died in the
Boxing Day Tsunami. In the
worst hit area of North
Aceh in Indonesia 77 per
cent of the fatalities were
women and in the worst af-
fected village it was 80 per
cent. Similar figures were
revealed in Sri Lanka and
India.

 The difference is ac-
counted for by many of the
men in the region being out
in fishing boats or at work
when the tsunami struck
and were better able to get
away, while the women
were at home with the chil-
dren. They were unable to
run or swim so strongly as
the men and many lost
their lives trying to save
the children.

 Researchers found
that in Sri Lanka few women
could swim or climb trees.
Authorities fear the short-
age of women in the sur-
viving communities will
cause many problems.

by Caroline Colebrook

TWENTY-five rail workers,
who are planning a protest
march from Glasgow to Lon-
don, gathered on
Westminster Bridge last
Thursday, along with friends
and supporters, for the
launch of a campaign by the
RMT transport union for
Britain’s railways to be
brought back into public own-
ership.

 The “Rail Against
Privatisation” protest march is
due to take place between 16th

April and 30th April and will
pass through 14 cities on its
way, urging people to make
renationalisation an election
issue.

 Last Thursday’s event
coincided with the publica-
tion of a new report from the
think tank Catalyst on the
costs of privatisation and the
benefits of renationalisation.

 The marchers will deliver
the following messages to the
electorate as they march:

The failure of
privatisation:

1) In 1993/94 before
privatisation over 90 per cent
of trains on the publicly
owned national network ran
on time. By comparison in the
year to 31 December 2004, the
privately owned railways
could only deliver 82.8 of ser-
vices on time.

2) The public subsidy
now paid to the railways is
£4.5 billion, more than three
times the public subsidy paid
to British Rail.

3) A recent report by
the independent think tank
Catalyst calculated that £800
million a year is taken out of
the industry as returns to pri-
vate lenders and investors –
a total leakage of £6 billion
since 1996.

The benefits of public
ownership:

4) According to cata-
lyst, small transitional costs
of taking the railways back
into public ownership would
subsequently reap huge sav-
ings for the taxpayer.

5) Savings would be
accrued from reduced bureau-
cracy and an end to leakages
to private providers of fi-

RMT launches campaign
for rail renationalisation

• Marchers and supporters on Westminster Bridge.

Howard�s flight
IT’S BEEN FUN and games for the Tories
this week. One of their leading MPs admits
that their election manifesto contained only
an edited version of their plans to cut public
services and then gets kicked out of the
party for spilling the beans.

Speaking at a private function millionaire Tory
MP Howard Flight admitted that Conservative
plans for cuts had been “sieved” to make them
more acceptable to the electorate but that much
more could be done after they won the election.

Howard Flight’s remarks were for the Tory
faithful – the Thatcherite core who’ve made plenty
since 1979 and who want to ensure that the en-
tire burden of the capitalist crisis remains on the
backs of the working class.

 No one can seriously believe that Tory leader
Michael Howard was unaware of the consid-
ered views of his deputy chairman who also acted
as the Tories’ chief liaison officer with the finan-
ciers of the City of London. But once leaked
Howard moved swiftly to boot Flight out of the
Conservative party and he’s now running around
denying  that there is any hidden agenda behind
their election promises.

Howard says, “We won’t promise one thing
before an election and do something else after
an election. We won’t say one thing in private
and another in public,” though that’s what the
Tories are all about and Flight thinks he’s done
nothing wrong.

Whether Flight remains the Tory candidate
for Arundel and South Downs is a matter of com-
plete indifference to working people. But if any-
one had any doubts that a Tory government
would be infinitely worse than Labour’s they
would have been easily dispelled by Howard
Flight’s remarks.

Blair into
reverse

What a difference a day makes – especially
to Blair & Co who now realise they’ve got a
fight on their hands to stave off the Liberal Demo-
crats and get Labour’s core working class vote
out on election day.

In the past Blair revelled in his ability to ig-
nore the unions and the democratic will of the
Labour Party. This was the man who told Labour
Conference in 2003 that he could “only go one
way; I’ve not got a reverse gear”.

Now he’s backed down over extending the
retirement age for the time being. Now he’s
promising to extend the right to four weeks paid
leave to cover the traditional bank holidays.

 Most employers already give their workers
20 days annual leave over and above our na-
tional public holidays. Others, the millions in
poorly paid and badly organised or non-
unionised labour, have their eight bank holidays
deducted from their allowance or they are forced
to work bank holidays without being given other
days off in compensation.

This modest and long-overdue reform hasn’t
fallen from the skies. It’s come from pressure
from the unions and working people whose votes
Blair has to get if Labour is to win a third term in
office.

More pressure from the unions and the left of
the labour movement must now be exerted to
defeat Blair, Brown and all the other craven class-
collaborators at the helm of he Labour Party and
change the direction of the party and the gov-
ernment towards the demands of the people.

HSBC
workers fight
bonus cuts
BANK workers employed by
HSBC are planning a series
of one-day strikes in con-
junction with the general
union Amicus after negotia-
tions over a pay dispute
broke down.

 The union is set to start
balloting workers in call cen-
tres and branches of the gi-
ant bank on 20th April, with a
possibility of the first strike
coinciding with HSBC’s an-
nual shareholder meeting on
27th May.

 Staff are angry over plans
to cut bonuses. Amicus says
that of 25,000 staff covered
by its negotiated pay arrange-
ments, around 10 per cent
will get no pay rise at all this
year and another 40 per cent
will get below inflation pay
rises and a cut in their bo-
nuses.

 The union pointed out
that the average annual pay
of a cashier is just £12,500.

nance.
6) On a conservative

estimate overall immediate
cash savings of taking Net-
work Rail, the train operating
companies and rail operating
companies into public owner-
ship would be £500 million a
year. In addition on a conser-
vative estimate, taking renew-
als of contracts and fran-
chises back in house would
save £400 million a year.

7) So public ownership
would deliver total savings of
£900 million a year, or £4.5 bil-
lion over the lifetime of a
Labour government.

8) Catalyst also argues
that private sector investment
would not be threatened as all
private sector investment is
ultimately paid from taxpayers
and fare payers.

Consequences of continu-
ing with privatisation:

9) Catalyst warns that
“without direct public control
over costs, money spent in
support of the rail industry will
prove unsustainable, creating
pressure to shift the burden
to passengers through fare
rises and cuts to services.”

10) Indeed the Railways

Bill currently progressing
through Parliament will make
it easier to reduce the size of
the network, raising concerns
over line closures, service re-
ductions and job losses. The
Strategic Rail Authority’s
Community rail Development
Strategy could result in fur-
ther cuts to our rural and
branch lines.

11) Closing lines and
services will further prevent
the Government from reach-
ing its domestic emissions
targets. In addition the Royal
Academy of Engineering has
recently estimated that road
congestion costs Britain
around £15 billion a year.

The march will start in St
Enoch’s Square in Glasgow
on Saturday 16th April with
a rally and speakers. It will
be in Edinburgh on Sunday
17th and in Newcastle upon
Tyne on the 18th. Then it will
be in Durham on the 19th,
York on the 20th, Hull on the
21st, Leeds on the 22nd,
Manchester on the 23rd,
Liverpool on the 24th, Derby
on the 25th, Nottingham on
the 26th, Birmingham on the
27th, Milton Keynes on the
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THE NATIONAL Union of
Teachers and the National
Association of Schoolmas-
ters and Women Teachers
last week both condemned the
Government’s city academy
scheme at their annual con-
ferences.

 The £5 billion scheme
gives private sponsors the
power to run a state-funded
school as they see fit, in ex-
change for an investment of
£2 million.

costing

The scheme has been
tested in 17 academies, cost-
ing an average of £25 million
each, in London, Manchester,
Nottingham, Bristol, Walsall,
Middlesbrough and
Northampton.

 Two others, in Doncaster
and Waltham Forest, were
planned but dropped after

opposition from teachers and
the local communities.

 The educational stan-
dards in these academies have
not been good but the Gov-
ernment is planning another
200. The schools which have
been deemed to be failing by
the Government inspectors,
Ofsted, are most likely to be
turned into academies.

 NUT general secretary
Steve Sinnott told his union
conference in Gateshead:
“Academies are not in the in-
terests of any child, least of
all those from the most chal-
lenging backgrounds.

  “They are not account-
able to anyone, the whole
teaching profession is op-
posed to them and we’ll be
actively campaigning to stop
them.”

 The motion opposing
academies was proposed by
Alan Bradley, a teacher at a

Westminster comprehensive
that is due to be turned into
an academy. He said: “Acad-
emies are the Trojan Horse
aimed at the citadel and the
heart of comprehensive edu-
cation.

“It is a whole sorry carni-
val – public school
headteachers, evangelical car
dealers and behind them mul-
tinational corporations. It’s
throwing out rational thought
and bringing in creationism.
What next? A GCSE in spell
casting?”

Steve White, a teacher
from Waltham Forest, said:
“Communities are being
blackmailed into accepting
academies because they’re
told it’s the only way to re-
place their crumbling
schools.”

 “Millionaire capitalists
should keep their hands off
our state education system,”
said Ken Muller from Islington

Green School. He told the
conference that he has used
the Freedom of Information
Act to study paperwork that
revealed that the former
Ofsted chief inspector Chris
Woodhead had overruled his
own inspectors to fail
Islington Green School in
1997.

vandalism

He accused Woodhead of
“educational vandalism” and
called for him to be “named
and shamed” along with
former Education Secretary
David Blunkett and Tony
Blair – who had refused to
send his own children to the
school.

Meanwhile in Brighton,
Peter McLoughlin, president
of the NASUWT told his
union conference that the
Government’s decision to go
ahead with city academies

was based on “slavish adher-
ence to ideology”. He said
they were the biggest threat
to a “publicly accountable,
high-quality and equitable”
education.

 “There is potential for bi-
ased admissions policies and
private sponsor influence
over the curriculum. Pursu-
ance of this policy is more a
recipe for chaos and confu-
sion than cohesion.”

 Both unions were also
concerned about the rise in
bad behaviour, and in particu-
lar violence, among pupils.

 The NASUWT voted
unanimously that violent pu-
pils should be banned perma-
nently from schools and that
parents should take more re-
sponsibility for their
children’s actions.

 The NUT conference
called for a charter on accept-
able classroom behaviour to
stop violent pupils threaten-
ing and even trying to kill
teachers.

Delegate Robin Head from
Somerset said: “We all know
the current situation. We live
and breathe it in every day.
We all know the stress it
causes us, our colleagues, our
colleagues’ families, when or-
der in the classroom breaks
down.

 “Poor pupil behaviour is
consistently cited as a reason
why staff leave the profes-
sion.”

 Jenny Cooper from Brent
in north London described an
incident at her special school
where a member of staff was
threatened by a pupil with a
kitchen knife who wanted to
kill her.

 Steve Sinnott said: “We
can’t tolerate teachers being
attacked or other youngsters
being attacked.”

 NUT president Hilary
Bills, a primary school
teacher, said that older chil-
dren tend to copy the
behaviour of their football
heroes. “They ape what hap-
pens on the football pitch,”
she said. “I’m sorry, when
Wayne Rooney walked
across that football pitch and
swore, the message went out
there that it’s acceptable.”

 Pat Astle from Essex
blamed the poor quality of the
privatised school meals ser-
vice for bad behaviour. She
told the conference: “The de-
cline in pupil behaviour could
be linked with the
privatisation of school meals.
Rubbish in, rubbish out.”

 She also quoted figures
from the Government’s
Teacher Training Agency
that showed that 37 per cent
of newly qualified teachers
felt they had been given in-
adequate preparation to es-
tablish good behaviour and
order in the classroom.”

 The NUT also voted
unanimously for a motion call-
ing for a new ballot for strike
action if the Government re-
neges on its promise to drop
plans to raise the normal pen-
sion age from 60 to 65.

 The previous week the
union had halted its ballot for
strike action on the threat to
pensions after the Govern-
ment dropped its plans in face
of a potential series of national
strikes by 1.5 million public
sector workers.

The BNP and
the Saudi
printers
THE NEO-NAZI Brit-
ish National Party has its
journal The Voice of
Freedom printed by Sat-
ellite Graphics Limited,
based in Barking Essex
– a company owned by
Saudi Arabs.

 BNP leader Nick Grif-
fin was recently arrested
on suspicion of inciting ra-
cial hatred after he de-
scribed Islam as a “wicked,
vicious faith”

 The Voice of Freedom
regularly described Islam
as a “dangerous” religion
and the BNP website regu-
larly attacks Muslims.

 Satellite Graphics is a
subsidiary of Asharq Al-
Awsat Limited, listed in
Companies House as a
“newspaper printers and
publishers”

 It specialises in printing
Arab, Muslim and Asian
newspapers in Britain and
throughout the Middle
East.

 The link between the
BNP and Satellite Graph-
ics was uncovered by Sun-
day Telegraph research
journalists Daniel Foggo
and Peter Zimonjic acting
on information from the
Searchlight anti-fascist
team.

 Meanwhile the
Searchlight team
organised a very success-
ful Day of Action against
the BNP in Dagenham,
Essex earlier this month,
with 130 people taking part
in distributing 36,000 cop-
ies of a special local news-
paper to homes in the area.

THE TREASURER of
the British National
Party last week lost his
claim for compensation
after being expelled
from the Transport and
General Workers’
Union.

John Walker from
Deeside, North Wales
claimed the union had dis-
criminated against him. But
an employment tribunal re-
jected his claim and ruled
that comments he made
could encourage racism.

 The TGWU expelled
him in August last year on
the grounds that he was
inciting racial harassment,
contrary to union rules.

 A union spokesperson
described the tribunal rul-
ing as “very good news”,
and added: “The tribunal
has now confirmed the
union’s decision to expel
Mr Walker for advocating
views which were against
the union’s rules, was jus-
tified.

 “Mr Walker ’s case
was considered by the in-
ternal disciplinary process
and confirmed by the
union’s national execu-
tive.”

BROADSCASTING work-
ers employed by ITV across
the country last week voted
in favour of strike action in a
dispute over pay.

 Gerry Morrissey, assis-
tant general secretary of the
broadcasting union Bectu,
said: “It is unacceptable that
ITV executives award them-
selves huge share bonuses
but will not give their workers

PRIME Minister Tony Blair
last Wednesday pledged an-
other £280 million to be
spent over the next three
years on improving school
meals after the massive
support for the campaign by
TV celebrity chef Jamie
Oliver.

As Oliver delivered a
270,000-signature petition,
Blair promised that at least
50 pence will be spent on the
ingredients of every primary
school dinner and 60 pence
on secondary school din-
ners.

 In the run-up to the elec-
tion, Blair could hardly do
anything else. Education
Secretary Ruth Kelly is claim-
ing she always intended to
improve school dinners in
any case.

 Jamie Oliver told the
press: “It is certainly very posi-
tive – 20 years too late but we
are talking about the right sort
of money.

 “Unfortunately it has
taken a documentary and, re-
ally, the hearts and emotions
of the kids and families we
filmed to touch the nation.”

 The grants will be di-
rected via local education au-
thorities and involve “new”
money from the reserves of
the Department for Educa-
tion and Skills.

 The money will be tar-

geted at areas where spend-
ing on dinners is lowest
though all schools should get
something. It will not be ring-
fenced after the three years
of the plan.

 Schools have to decide
how much they will spend on
food from their total budget –
with many demands on it.

 And the Department of
Education accepts that
schools already spending
above 50 pence a meal
might feel they are being
penalised for doing the right
thing.

 Most schools use a com-
mercial supply caterer and
allow around £1 per head per
meal. A third of this goes to
pay the dinner staff, a third
goes as profit for the com-
pany, leaving just a third for
ingredients.

 Those schools that do
their own catering can imme-
diately spend significantly
more on both ingredients and
on dinner staff wages but cut-
ting out the commercial profi-
teers.

The extra money is
needed not just for better in-
gredients but for extra dinner
staff – or longer hours for the
existing staff – who need to
be better trained to deliver
meals that are both nutritious
and enjoyable for the chil-
dren.

FORMER steelworkers once
employed by Allied Steel and
Wire in Cardiff, who lost
their pensions when the com-
pany went bankrupt, last Sat-
urday marched through the
city centre to declare their
intention to fight on until
those pensions are restored
in full.

They were joined by other
workers from all over the
country who had also been af-
fected by the collapse of pen-
sion schemes. The march was
also supported by Plaid
Cymru MP Adam Price.

 The Government, under
pressure, has conceded that
they will get 80 per cent of
their pensions but the SAW
workers are still fighting for
the full restoration of the
funds they paid into over
many years.

Teaching unions say
no to city academies

Success in school
meals campaign

a pay rise in line with infla-
tion.”

 The dispute involves
broadcasting, production and
studio workers at ITV centres
in London, Leeds, Manches-
ter, Liverpool, Norwich, Bir-
mingham and Nottingham.

 If the strike action goes
ahead programmes such as
Coronation Street and
Emmerdale could be affected.

TGWU wins
race ruling

 Around 800 ASW em-
ployees lost their jobs and
most of their occupational
pensions when the firm col-
lapsed in July 2002.

 Since then they have
campaigned tirelessly for new
laws to protect workers’ oc-
cupational pension funds.

 This resulted lat year in a
Government announcement
of a £400 million trust being
set up to help them and an-
other 65,000 workers around
Britain who have lost some or
all of their pensions. This will
restore 80 per cent of the pen-
sions of those about to retire.

 Former ASW worker John
Benson said: “Our campaign
carries on until people get 100
per cent of their pensions.

 “It is not clear whether we
will even get the 80 per cent
promised so we’re not stop-
ping until we get what’s due.”

ASW pension
fight continues

ITV staff vote for action

• At the NUT conference.

• The money would be better spent on existing schools.
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by Fred Goldstein
Workers World  US

WITH THE appointment of
John Bolton as United States
ambassador to the United Na-
tions and the nomination of
Paul Wolfowitz to be presi-
dent of the World Bank,
President George W Bush is
trying to accomplish in the
political and financial spheres
what he has been unable to do
by military means—that is, to
drastically and unilaterally ex-
pand Washington’s world
domination.

 Bolton (“There is no such
thing as the United Nations”) and
Wolfowitz (“They [the Iraqis] will
greet us as liberators”) are two
of the most hard-driving
unilateralist hawks in the Bush
administration. Hawkish
unilateralism has been a disas-
trous failure in Iraq; foreign policy
by military threat has only stiff-
ened world resistance to Wash-
ington and revealed its vulnerabil-
ity.

So the Bush administration
has repositioned Bolton and
Wolfowitz into areas where they
can continue to pursue their in-
flexibly belligerent unilateralist
policies but where anti-imperial-
ist resistance is not as formidable
as it is on the streets of Baghdad
or Mosul, Gaza, south Lebanon,
Tehran, Pyongyang, Caracas or
Havana.

Bolton was formerly
undersecretary of state for arms
control and international affairs.
He was the representative of
Vice President Dick Cheney and
Secretary of Defence Donald
Rumsfeld in the State Depart-
ment. Bolton was a protégé of
ultra-rightist, militarist and racist
senator Jesse Helms from North
Carolina, who said of him at his
confirmation hearings in 2001:
“John Bolton is the kind of man
with whom I would want to stand
at Armageddon, if it is to be my
lot to be on hand for what is fore-
cast to be the final battle between
good and evil in this world.”

Bolton: the hit-man diplomat

The United Nations is the
arena in which Washington will
try to step up its pressures on Iran.
Bolton has made a cause out of
getting Mohamed El Baradei
fired from his job as head of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency because El Baradei
failed to take a tougher line with
Iran. Bolton was quoted by the
Israeli newspaper Haaretz in
early 2003 as saying that the
United States, after defeating
Iraq, would “deal with” Iran,
Syria and north Korea.

Bolton’s appointment is a par-
ticularly aggressive move against
China, since he is a paid lobbyist
for the Taiwanese government
and was helping the Taipei re-
gime develop a strategy to get
UN recognition.

Bolton had to be excluded as

a negotiator from the six-party
talks on North Korea after he
called its leader, Kim Jong Il, a
“tyrannical dictator” of a coun-
try where “life is hell.” In an un-
precedented concession, the
State Department removed him
from the delegation after the
north Korean government said
that “such a human scum and
bloodsucker is not entitled to take
part in the talks.”

According to the Tribune ar-
ticle: “In an interview with the
New York Times in 2002, Bolton
was asked about what seemed
to be mixed signals from the ad-
ministration on North Korea. He
grabbed a book from a shelf and
laid it on the table. Its title: The
End of North Korea.‘That,’ he
told the interviewer, ‘is our
policy.’”

These candid public outbursts
from Bolton are nothing more
than a crude repetition of Bush’s
“axis of evil” pronouncements in
his belligerent 2002 State of the
Union message.

This, however, was all pre-
Iraqi resistance, pre-quagmire. It
represents the aggressive mood
of the neo-cons and the other
right-wing militarists who domi-
nate the Bush administration. But
while the mood and the ambitions
may persist, the world-wide re-
sistance has forced the Bush ad-
ministration to rely more heavily
on diplomatic methods, intimida-
tion, financial strangulation and
subversion while it tries to deal
with its political setback in Iraq.

The nominations of Bolton and
Wolfowitz are calculated to con-
vey forward aggressive momen-
tum by bringing two of the most
important world institutions of
imperialism, the UN and the
World Bank, more closely under
the domination of US imperialism
– especially the right-wing group-
ing represented by the Bush ad-
ministration.

Wolfowitz: integrating
militarism and banking

There are several important
aspects to Wolfowitz being nomi-
nated to head the World Bank. It
is highly significant that the sec-
ond most powerful figure in the
Pentagon could make the transi-
tion to becoming the head of the
largest public financial institution
in the imperialist world.

Much is being made of
Wolfowitz’s lack of experience in
economic development. But the
World Bank is only secondarily
about economic development. Its
primary function – all the altruis-
tic pronouncements of its liberal
advocates notwithstanding – is to
channel funds for investment and
exploitation to the giant monopo-
lies, particularly the oil giants.
This facilitates their plunder of
the oppressed countries around
the world.

VI Lenin, the organizer of the
Bolshevik Revolution, wrote a
groundbreaking book in 1916 en-
titled Imperialism, the Highest

Stage of Capitalism. Lenin
summed up what was then a new
stage of capitalism, after the com-
petitive stage. He described the
development of giant monopolies
and cartels and the merger of
bank and industrial capital into
finance capital. This integration
of the banks with the
transnationals laid the basis for
the division of the entire world
into different spheres of imperi-
alist interest.

Lenin was writing in the first
stage of the development of im-
perialist militarism, during World
War I. Particularly since World
War II, one of the most pro-
nounced developments in the
evolution of imperialism has been
the deep integration of the mili-
tary with finance capital. And the
Pentagon has become that nexus
in the US.

Wolfowitz is Cheney’s
protégé. Together they served in
the first Bush administration in
the Pentagon, Cheney as secre-
tary of defense and Wolfowitz as
undersecretary for defense plan-
ning and policy.

After the collapse of the

think about challenging this su-
premacy. That document was
leaked to the New York Times
and then disavowed by the elder
George Bush, then the president.

This thesis re-emerged in an
even more aggressive form in
Bush’s National Security Strat-
egy document, issued in 2002. It
was the voices of Cheney,
Wolfowitz and their backers in
the Pentagon and Wall Street, just
updated from 1992.

The connection between
Cheney and Wolfowitz is impor-
tant because Cheney, as the
former CEO of Halliburton, an oil
service company, is at the hub of
the oil industry and deals with all
the giant companies. These com-
panies, in turn, have a global out-
look that is all but identical with
that of the Pentagon. The oil
monopolies are at the center of
US capitalism, integrated with
industry, finance and the military.
The appointment of Wolfowitz is
a step in the further deepening
of this integration.

As US and German imperial-

Washington�s quest
for world domination
the Wolfowitz, Bolton appointments

USSR, they co-wrote a docu-
ment made public in March 1992
asserting that henceforth the US
would be the absolute dominant
power in the world and no power
or group of powers should even

• At least one protester’s view of Wolfowitz.

• Above: Wolfowitz. Below: US troops among the ruin they have created in Iraq.
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by Rob Gowland
The Guardian

Australian communist weekly

THERE WERE elections in
Moldova in March. The ruling
Communist Party of Moldova
was re-elected.

The capitalist media’s ap-
proach to the elections reminded
me forcibly of Orson Welles’ great
film Citizen Kane. In that film,
Welles, as press magnate
Charles Foster Kane, is resound-
ingly defeated in his bid to be-
come Governor.

The editor of his flagship news-
paper looks at two alternative front
pages that had been prepared in
advance of the election: one says
“KANE WINS”, but he cannot use
that one. Sadly he chooses the
other, “FRAUD AT POLLS”.

Had the Communist Party
been defeated in Moldova, the
bourgeois media would have
loudly regaled us with more tales
of a “velvet” — or rainbow-coloured
or blue and white or any colour
but Red — “revolution”.

But the Communists won, so,
in the best traditions of Citizen
Kane, the cry immediately went
up of “Fraud At Polls”. As it does
wherever imperialism’s stooges
fail to carry the day, whether in
Moldova or Venezuela or Zimba-
bwe.

Even before the polling day, as
soon as it became clear that
imperialism’s “pro-democracy”
forces were unlikely to win, the
disinformation campaign swung
into action. To nobody’s surprise,
specialist websites like the anti-
Communist http://
www.moldova2005.net came out
with such news headlines as
“Moldavian elections have already
been falsified!!” (with double ex-
clamation marks to give it verac-
ity, presumably).

Now how predictable was that
claim, eh?

Moldova is the former Soviet
Republic of Moldavia. When
Gorbachev’s counter-revolutionary
putsch overwhelmed the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union, so-
cialism was also overthrown in
Moldavia.

Soviet rule was replaced by a
neo-capitalist regime comprising
budding entrepreneurs, profes-
sionals and intellectuals who
claimed (perhaps genuinely) to
believe the lofty promise of bour-
geois democracy, anti-Russian
Moldavian nationalists and sup-
porters of the concept of incorpo-
rating Moldavia into neighbouring
Romania.

The country’s name was
changed to match that of the Ro-
manian province of Moldova, but
the anti-popular measures of the
bourgeois regime combined with

the push to incorporate the coun-
try into a “Greater Romania” led
to full-scale civil war, in which to
the evident surprise of imperialism,
the Communist-led forces were
victorious.

I met a representative of the
Communist Party of Moldova just
after their historic regaining of
power. So far they are the only
communist party in the former So-
viet Union to have done so.

She told me of some of the
problems that confronted the
Moldovan party. Besides the in-
evitable confusion and disarray in
the aftermath of counter-revolution
and civil war, they were faced with
trying to bring together a deeply
divided nation, rent by ethnic ri-
valries which imperialism had de-
liberately fanned in order to fuel
the civil war.

Their call to other former So-
viet republics to join in re-estab-
lishing the Soviet Union had not
received much official support, so
they were going to have to try to
make it on their own, a daunting
prospect for a small, war-ravaged
country.

Sandwiched between Roma-
nia and the Ukraine, they were not
exactly in a prime trading posi-
tion. On top of this, they knew
only too well that imperialism
would be working very hard to
bring about their downfall.

They were also acutely aware
that, thanks to foreign interference
in their civil war, Moldova was
knee deep in weapons of all sorts,
including heavy weapons. Anyone
wanting to stage a coup would not
lack for the means with which to
do it.

It is a tribute to their skill and
their successful policies that they
have survived this long and have
even been re-elected (without re-
course to fraudulent polls). But,
of course, to retain power they
must bring about an improvement
in the lot of the people.

Without a Soviet economic
bloc to belong to and draw
strength from, they are following
the same risky road as the other
countries of Eastern Europe and
joining the European Union.
Whatever their misgivings, they
probably have no other viable al-
ternative at present.

Within the European Union,
however, strident voices have been
raised in an effort to keep them
out. They are, after all, Reds!

I received an email only last
week headed “Communist Terror
returns to Europe”. Where, I won-
dered, was this curious phenom-
enon taking place.

Predictably, the email took
me back to our old friend http://
www.moldova

2005.net where a headline
shrilled “The state with a red dic-

Citizen Kane in Moldova
tatorship will accede to EC!”

While communists worry that
Moldova joining the EU places its
communist-led government at
risk, anti-communists are trying
to quarantine it to save Europe
from the contagion of Red Revo-
lution. Paradoxically, I find the
sense of déjà vu associated with
this rather reassuring.

Churchill tried to quarantine the
USSR with his Cordon Sanitaire,
and failed. Hitler similarly tried to
keep “Bolshevism” out of Europe,
and failed.

The United States, of course,
tried to keep it out of everywhere.
And also failed.

Now, having successfully over-
thrown socialism in the USSR and
Eastern Europe, it seems they are
nonetheless terrified at the pros-
pect of having even one small
Communist-led country reappear
amongst the nations of Europe.

My, these socialist ideas must
really be potent, mustn’t they?

ism competed to dismember Yu-
goslavia, culminating in the
Clinton administration’s war in
1999 and the sending of US
troops to occupy Kosovo, the
World Bank was on the scene
ready to give loans and grants to
the corporations for “reconstruc-
tion”.

In March 2002, after the Pen-
tagon pulverized Afghanistan with
bombs and missiles, the World
Bank came on the scene to fi-
nance an oil pipeline from
Turkestan through Afghanistan to
the Indian Ocean on behalf of the
oil monopolies. The bank was also
on the scene after the Iraq inva-
sion to help with “reconstruction”
designed to bolster the US occu-
pation of that oil-rich country.

World Bank and Halliburton

The World Bank is as close
as you can get to the Halliburton
corporation. Cheney’s former
firm has a lock on energy con-
tracts in Iraq and is positioned to
help US oil giants take control of
Iraqi oil.

Wolfowitz was an architect of
the war, which was all about that
oil. When Wolfowitz takes over
the World Bank he will still be in
the war for oil; he will still be
working with Cheney, Rumsfeld
and the Pentagon in the service
of finance capital and its empire,
just in a different capacity.

During the period of 1992 to
2004, the World Bank financed
fossil fuel projects – oil, coal, gas,
electric power plants,
privatisation of plants and natu-
ral resources – to the tune of $28
billion [£15 billion]. (“Wrong Turn
from Rio,” www.seen.org) Of
that $28 billion, Halliburton got
$2.575 billion [£1.384 billion] for
projects in Azerbaijan,
Bangladesh, Brazil, Chad,
Cameroon, Georgia, India,
Kazakhstan, Mozambique, Rus-
sia and Thailand. Halliburton was
the largest oil contractor with the
World Bank.(“The Energy Tug of
War,” www.seen.org)

Not to be left out, ExxonMobil
got $1.367 billion [£735 million]
for projects in Argentina, Chad,
Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea,
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Russia;
Chevron Texaco got $1.589 bil-
lion [£854 million] to go into
Cameroon, Chad, Colombia,
Congo-Brazzaville, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, Russia and Thai-
land; Unocal got $938 million
[£504 million]; and Enron re-
ceived $744 million [£400 mil-
lion]. All the oil giants of the im-
perialist world got in on the take.

One glance at the list of oil-
producing countries reveals they
are also countries of interest to

the Pentagon, the banks and other
transnational profiteers.

So the shift of Wolfowitz to
the World Bank amounts to shift-
ing a militaristic hawk from one
part of the imperial apparatus to
another part. The centralizing
nexus is the military-industrial
complex, the Pentagon and big
oil. They are all inseparable from
imperialism itself.

It is no accident that the ar-
chitect of the Vietnam War un-
der President Lyndon Johnson,
Secretary of Defence Robert
McNamara, was also sent to be-
come the president of the World
Bank. He had been the Chief
Executive Officer of Ford Mo-
tors and was familiar with run-
ning a corporate empire. His shift
to the Pentagon and then to the
World Bank was a natural tran-
sition within the empire.

There has been speculation
that Wolfowitz is being kicked
upstairs because he is so identi-
fied with a failed war of aggres-
sion – in the same way that
McNamara was moved out be-
cause of the failure to conquer
Vietnam. To be sure, Wolfowitz
has been removed from the mili-
tary policy-making position in
which he has spent his life. But
only time will tell the meaning of
this shift, should it succeed.

Wolfowitz’s nomination has
many dire economic and political
implications for the fate of the
Third World. He will undoubtedly
deepen the reactionary, neoliberal
policies already being pursued by
the World Bank.

The World Bank is really a
collaborative institution with the
International Monetary Fund.
The World Bank withholds loans
until a dependent government
submits to all the austerity mea-
sures ordered by the IMF: put-
ting national industries and utili-
ties up for sale to the
transnationals; putting fees on
basics such as healthcare, edu-
cation, and water; slashing gov-
ernment subsidies for the work-
ers; exporting nationally needed
natural resources to the imperi-
alist countries, and many other
onerous measures. The World
Bank is under attack in many
countries right now.

Wolfowitz is so openly identi-
fied with the war in Iraq, the oc-
cupation, the torture, the killing of
civilians, the destruction of
Fallujah, and all the openly war-
like and aggressive positions of
US imperialism that his nomina-
tion to the World Bank, should it
go through, could easily touch off
a new wave of struggle to throw
this imperialist institution out of
the oppressed countries.

• Wolfowitz visiting Abu Ghraib prison – the scene of terrible crimes.

• Top: communist president
Vladimir Voronin casts his vote.
Above: election posters.
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Diary

On the Web

New Worker National –
www.newworker.org
NCP Central –
www.geocities.com/ncpcentral
NCP-PCS –
www.geocities.ncppcs/pcs1.html

FRIDAY 1 April
Rock the Wall! Live
music, stalls etc. 6.30pm-
1am.
At Nambucca, 596
Holloway Road, London
N7. PSC. £2 from 8.00pm.
020 7700 6129
SATURDAY 2 April
Exhibition: Iron Ladies in
Thatcher’s Britain. The
Women’s Library, London
Metropoloitan University,
Old Castle St. E1.
SATURDAY 2 April
For freedom of
movement and the right
to stay. March ass. 12
noon, Clerkenwell Green
London EC1 to rally in
London Fields, Hackney
2pm.
SATURDAY 9  April
Deir Yassin Day.  8pm, St
John’s Wood Church,
Lords Roundabout,
London NW8. PSC. Free -
drinks & sweets served.
.
SATURDAY 9 April –
10 April. National NCP
weekend school.
Includes: Arab Liberation,
Gender and Class, What
is Globalisation? The Irish
Stuggle. Open to
members and friends.
Details: General Secretary
NCP, 020 7223 4052.
WEDNESDAY 20 April
Israeli terrorism &
Palestinian resistance.
7.30pm, St Stephens
Church, Bath St, Glasgow.
WEDNESDAY 20 April
Two flms on Palestine:
Bury My Heart in Palestine
and Arna’s Children.
Tickets in advance from
the box office, Duke of
Yorks theatre, Brighton,
01273 602503.
THURSDAY 21 April
Israeli terrorism &
Palestinian resistance.
7.30pm, Augustine
Church Theatre, George
IV Brige, Edinburgh.
Scottish PSC.
THURSDAY 21 April –
25 April,Spring Peace
Camp,  RAF Brize Norton,
Oxfordshire. 0117 946

6885.
THUSDAY 21 April –
23 April. Talking to
Terrorists. Theatre Royal,
Bury St Edmunds.
FRIDAY 22 April – 6 May
Palestinian Film Festival
in London. Screenings in
Barbican Centre and
SOAS Thornhaugh St
Russell Sq. Details:
www.palestinefilm.org
SATURDAY 23 April
Blair’s Wars. speakers,
stalls etc. 11am-3.30pm,
Brighthelm Centre, North
Road, Brighton
SATURDAY 23 April
Peace and Military Vets
demo. 12 noon, Carterton,
Oxfordshire. 0117 946
6885
MONDAY 25 April
Peace Day. Nottingham
CND. Stall in the market &
other activities. Details:
01773 760205.
THURSDAY 28 April
Construction Safety
Campaign.  Memorial
march & meeting. Ass.
11.15pm Tate Modern,
South Bank, march to
H&SE HQ followed by a
meeting at GLA building,
Tower Bridge.
SATURDAY 30 April
Which way forwrd for
Africa?  On the 33rd
anniversary of the death of
OK Nkrumah. Speaker:
Moukoko Priso, Gen Sec
Union Of the Peoples of
Cameroun (UPC). 1pm-
5pm, SOAS Thornhaugh
St, London WC1. ALISC
Network. 07984 405 307.
SATURDAY 30 April
March for rail re-
nationalisation, 12 noon
Whitehall Place. Rally at
Camden Centre 3pm.
RMT.
SUNDAY 1 May
London May Day 2005.
Ass. 12 noon Clerkenwell
Green EC1, march to
Trafalgar Sq.
SATURDAY 21 May
Free Palestine. National
demo. 1pm, central
London. org. by PSC.
www.palestinecampaign.org

DVD
Salt of the Earth
Directed by Herbert J Biberman

(one of the ‘Hollywood ten’)
Made in 1954 this film was banned, blacklisted and
hounded in the US. It was smuggled to France and

there was met with huge international aclaim.
Now on US DVD – a few copies only.

£12 inc. P&P.
from Paul Barrett, 21, Grove Terrace,

Penarth, South Wales, CF64 2NG.

Dear editor

Our Australian contribu-
tor Rob Gowland claims that
media persuasion is respon-
sible for the adulation of
royalty. I would say that low
IQ allows it.

Best wishes,

JH Edwards,
Manchester.

Dear editor

I see that Health
Secretary John Reid says he
wants to allow the most
“entrepreneurial” general
practitioners the opportu-
nity to use their initiative to
broaden the scope of patient
services.

 Surely there is enough
commercialism in the NHS
already. When we visit a
hospital now, it is more like
setting foot in a shopping
mall. A lot of the food on
sale is junk food – indicating
that profit margins are more
important than patients’
health.

 When we visit our GP
we are never sure whether
the prescription is more for
our benefit of for the profit
margins of the big drug
companies who keep the GP
well supplied with perks and
freebies.

 GPs are already enor-
mously powerful, standing
as the gateway to all NHS
services. If someone lacks
confidence in the GP or has
a bad relationship with them
there is absolutely no way
for them to gain access to
any NHS services except as
an emergency admission to
hospital.

 Doctors are human, not
saints. They have the same

range of personalities as any
other profession – and that
includes some who are
arrogant, lazy and greedy.
Reid’s proposals will
encourage the worst traits in
them.

 But they are in such a
powerful position it is hard
for an unhappy patient to
challenge them. Once a
patient is labelled as
“awkward”, other doctors
are not willing to take them
on so there is pressure to
keep quiet and put up with
it.

 The Community Health
Councils used to provide an
avenue to investigate
complaints but they have
been scrapped.

 Medical students have
always tended to come from
the upper middle classes.
That will be even more so
now that tuition fees for the
long courses are so high.
Too many of them already
see medicine primarily as a
career in which they can
make themselves rich.

 The working class as
ever will be at their mercy.
No wonder alternative
medicine is flourishing.

Yours,

HE Cartey
 London.

LETTERS

UNIONS in England and
Wales last week gave a
half-hearted welcome to
the publication of the
long-awaited draft corpo-
rate manslaughter Bill,
which should improve
safety at work but still lets
negligent bosses off the
hook.

The Transport and Gen-
eral Workers’ Union had
been working with the con-
struction union Ucatt to
campaign for new laws on
corporate manslaughter
and directors’ responsibili-
ties.

 TGWU general secre-
tary Tony Woodley said:
“These proposals are a sig-
nificant step towards safer
workplaces. Last year 235
workers were killed at work
in this country and work-
place deaths actually rose
by four per cent. Reform of
the law is therefore long
overdue.

vital

“We are particularly
pleased to see that the pro-
posals will also apply to the
Crown. As the largest em-
ployer in the land, it is vital
that the Government sets
the lead on workplace health
and safety.

 “But we need to take
care that the proposed ex-
clusions for the Crown do
not mean that the existing
anomaly is removed only to
be replaced by others.”

 The TGWU has also ex-
pressed concern that the
draft Bill does not require
directors to take positive
steps on health and safety.

 This could mean that
the courts will not be able
to apply the new offence or
corporate manslaughter in
instances where individual
company directors have
neglected to maintain safe
workplaces.

 “The draft Bill is a
chance to ensure that
health and safety is taken
more seriously in the board-
room, that workers’ health
is protected through a cul-
ture of prevention and that
justice is done when trag-
edies do occur,” said Tony
Woodley.

 “We will therefore be
pressing for the Bill to be
amended to deliver this as

it passes through Parlia-
ment.”

 The Health and Safety
Executive estimates that up
to 70 per cent of workplace
deaths are the result of se-
rious management failures,
yet only five directors have
been imprisoned for corpo-
rate manslaughter in the
history of British law.

 Yet it seems the new
law will do little to change
this. The new legislation will
mean any offence is com-
mitted by an organisation,
not an individual.

 Grass roots union ac-
tivists in the building indus-
try have told the New Worker
that they are very unhappy
with the proposals, which
they describe as “garbage”.
They feel that only the pros-
pect of being jailed for crimi-
nal negligence will motivate
some bosses to put their
workers’ lives before their
profits.

 Meanwhile in Scotland,
the oil workers’ union OILC
is angry that Justice Minis-
ter Cathy Jamieson has
delayed introducing a simi-
lar measure in Scotland.

 The Scottish Executive
has, instead, set up an ex-
pert group to offer advice,
which has angered those
campaigning for “corporate
homicide” to be made a
specific offence.

waiting

OILC general secretary
Jake Molloy said: “We have
been waiting since Labour
came to power in 1997. I
just can’t understand the
move at all. There is more
than enough expert opinion
out there.

 “I just get the impres-
sion this is more about de-
laying it until Westminster
brings in some kind of di-
luted version and in Scot-
land we will just pick it up
and run with it.

 “If we go down that
route then I am afraid that
nothing will really change in
Scotland”

 He was critical of the
proposed Westminster Bill
because it did not contain
the threat of a prison sen-
tence for directors.

 The Confederation of
British Industry has wel-
comed the draft Bill whole-
heartedly.

Unions
disappointed at
draft corporate

killing law
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by Len Aldis

BORN IN 1818, Karl Marx,
the son of a lawyer, also stud-
ied law, and philosophy. Later
in his life he was to make good
use of these studies in his
many writings and speeches.
These have come down to us
today.  Many of them can be
seen and read today in the
Marx Memorial Library at
Clerkenwell Green.

There, readers have ac-
cess not only the many works
of Marx but also other phi-
losophers who followed him.
Books are also there by writ-
ers who were involved in or
witnessed many struggles in
this and other countries over
the years.

Jack Straw, the Foreign
Secretary, last year mentioned
that his office also had an ex-
tensive library, that included
the works of Marx and Lenin.

He even wrote in a na-
tional newspaper that he was
taught how to recognise a
Trot from 50 feet.  What a pity
that he was not able to
recognise from 18 inches a
sexed up dossier that took
this country to an illegal war
that led to so many innocents
being killed.

But that example shows
that the works of Marx are still
being read and studied – with
the exception of Jack Straw.

Although we are here to
pay tribute to Karl Marx on
the anniversary of his death
122 years ago today 14th
March 1883, I much prefer to
commemorate and celebrate a
person’s birth.

In the case of Marx, his life
has enriched the lives of mil-
lions throughout the world.
One of the most powerful pub-
lications he and his colleague
Frederick Engels left us, was
the Communist Manifesto.

This small publication has
been translated into many lan-
guages, and in my opinion,
when read it opens up the
mind of the reader to what
could be...

The Manifesto, along with
Marx’s other books, explained
the world he lived in. They
also have lessons for us to-
day 122 years after he died.

Today we are living in a
world of instant communica-
tion: television, radio, and dare

I say the mobile phone? We
also live in the age of world
travel by aircraft.

Tragically these ad-
vances, although they have
brought us together, have also
brought us the horrors of
wars, world and civil and the
deaths of millions by starva-
tion.

We can send machines to
Mars to find water, but can-
not, or will not, get water to
the millions dying of thirst on
this earth.

Something is wrong, and
Marx saw this in his research
and writings, and in the Com-
munist Manifesto that he has
left us.

Despite the set-backs
faced by some communist
parties,  the struggle against
the evil of capitalism contin-
ues.

In this area of Highgate
Cemetery are buried people
from many lands. Some asked
to be buried here near to Marx.
Some of them laid the ground
work for the progressive steps
their countries took.  It is an
honour to be here today to be
with them and Karl Marx.

In the past few weeks we
have seen the election of pro-
gressive people and govern-
ments in countries of South
America and others. People
are on the move.

We must hope that they

ON THIS, the 89th anni-
versary of the Easter Ris-
ing of 1916, we remem-
ber the men and women
of every generation who
have given their lives in
the struggle for Irish free-
dom.

The leadership of
Óglaigh na hÉireann ex-
tends solidarity to the fami-
lies of our comrades who
have fallen during this phase
of the struggle. We remem-
ber those comrades with
honour and pride.

We send solidarity to
our Volunteers and to our
friends and supporters at
home and abroad.

We think of our impris-
oned comrades and their
families at this time also.

Over ten years ago, the
leadership of the IRA de-
clared a complete cessa-
tion of military operations.
We did so to enhance the
development of the Irish
Peace process.

From then until now we
have, on a number of occa-
sions, demonstrated our
continuing support for this
process.

At times of significant
crisis or political impasse,
we have taken initiatives to
move the situation forward.

Our approach has been
premised on the belief that
the achievement of a just
and lasting peace requires
constant forward momen-
tum in the Peace Process.

For the past two years,
the Peace Process has
been locked in stalemate
and has slipped backwards
into deepening crisis.

During that period, spe-
cifically in October 2003
and in December 2004, we
agreed to significant initia-
tives as part of an agree-
ment to break the logjam.
On each occasion, other
parties reneged on their
commitments.

An unprecedented op-
portunity to transform the
situation on the island of Ire-
land was thrown away by
rejectionist unionism, aided
and abetted by the two gov-
ernments.

The DUP attempted to
turn the initiative of Decem-
ber 2004 into a humiliation
of the IRA. The concerted
efforts of both governments
since then to undermine the
integrity of our cause, by
seeking to criminalise the
republican struggle, is clear
evidence that our opponents
remain fixated with the ob-
jective of defeating republi-
cans rather than developing
the Peace Process.

The sustained campaign
directed against the repub-
lican people over recent
months is nothing new. We
have seen and heard it all
before.

Those who opted to fol-
low the Thatcher path will
not succeed.

Our patriot dead are not
criminals. We are not crimi-
nals.

Republican men and

women suffered deprivation
and torture to defeat at-
tempts to criminalise our
struggle. Ten of our com-
rades endured the agony of
hunger strike and died de-
feating the criminalisation
strategy.

We will not betray their
courage by tolerating crimi-
nality within our own ranks.
We will not allow our oppo-
nents to further their own
petty self-interests by lev-
elling false allegations
against Óglaigh na
hÉireann.

The IRA has spelt out its
position in relation to the kill-
ing of Robert McCartney. It
was wrong, it was murder,
it was a crime. But it was
not carried out by the IRA,
nor was it carried out on
behalf of the IRA.

The IRA moved quickly
to deal with those involved.
We have tried to assist in
whatever way we can. Un-
fortunately, it would appear
that no matter what we do
it will never be enough for
some.

Those in the political
and media establishments
who have been so quick to
jump on the bandwagon
have again laid bare their
own hypocrisy.

This causes justifiable
resentment among republi-
cans. But it must not cloud
the issue. Óglaigh na
hÉireann expects the high-
est standards of conduct
from our Volunteers.

Struggle requires sacri-
fice and discipline. It prom-
ises hardship and suffering.
Our fallen comrades rose to
those challenges and met
them head on.

The discipline and com-
mitment of our Volunteers
and the wider republican
base have been the back-
bone of our struggle. In
these testing times, that
steadfastness and determi-
nation are needed more
and more.

We salute you and urge
you to remain strong and
united.

The crisis in the Peace
Process and the reinvigo-
rated attempts to
criminalise us have not di-
minished in any way our
determination to pursue and
achieve our republican ob-
jectives.

Irish unity and indepen-
dence provides the best con-
text for the people of this is-
land to live together in har-
mony.

The primary responsibil-
ity now rests with the two
governments.

They must demonstrate
their commitment to a last-
ing peace.

Pandering to the de-
mands of those who are
opposed to change is not
the way forward.

P O’Neill,

Irish Republican
Publicity Bureau,
Dublin.

 by Prof Zbigniew Wiktor

THE WHOLE PURPOSE
and practice by the counter-
revolutionary forces in
Poland in 1989 was to
weaken, confuse and derail
the working class as an
opposition force against the
bourgeoisie. There was
immediate privatisation and
the selling off of the
industrial might of Poland,
thus making over three
million Polish people
unemployed.

But in fact, it was over
five million unemployed.
The question of
Solidarnost and the full-
scale Western powers
intervention and financial
support for this movement,

produced the desired result
for imperialism.

Now there are 20-26 per
cent of the workforce
unemployed, which is now
the highest in Europe. Two
thirds of the workers are
young people without any
jobs. Over 60 per cent of all
industrial enterprises are
foreign-owned. More than
80 per cent of Polish banks
are in the hands of foreign
owners. With Poland joining
Nato and the European
Union, this is giving impetus
to the drive for hegemony of
Germans in Europe. The
future perspective for Polish
people is grim.

From 1989-2004 indus-
trial production fell below
what it was in 1960. The
economic trade that was
going on with Soviet Union
and other former socialist

countries practically ceased
altogether. The foreign debt
of Poland to the World Bank
and to other capitalist
institutions rose to $120
billion.

The terrible situation in
the health sector, schooling
and other social services is
beyond description.

The present bourgeois
government of Poland tries
to convince the people that
the last 15 years were years
of one success upon
another. Poland now has
lack of useable roads and
transportation. Railway
modernisation and commu-
nication systems need a
complete overhaul. There is
a great chasm between the
extremely rich and the poor,
and this chasm is growing
alarmingly with every year.
50 per cent of the people are

Karl Marx grave-side oration

will achieve their aims of hav-
ing a better life than they have
had.  For them perhaps I can
end with a quote from the

Manifesto to wish them well.

“They have a world to
win.”

living below the standard of
the minimum wage. Poland
in these 15 years has sunk
into a very deep economic
and social crisis and political
chaos.

The involvement of the
Polish army in Iraq is so
unpopular, that over 75 per
cent of Polish people are
protesting and demanding
that the Polish government
take the troops out of Iraq.

The illusions of capital-
ism are being decimated by
reality of life. The mass
media daily propagates anti-
worker sentiments, anti
socialism and anti-commu-
nist diatribes and, unfortu-
nately this helps to disunite
worker solidarity and a
united front against the
present bourgeois regime of
Poland.
Brzask (Poland)

Poland after the counter-revolution

IRA Easter
message 2005

• Top: Len Aldis gives the address. Above: NCP General Secretary Andy Brooks pays
respects in name of the party.
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JUST THREE MONTHS af-
ter South Asia’s worst ever
tragedy – a tsunami un-
leashed by a earth quake on
the island of Sumatra that
killed some 300,000 people
in the region – the land moved
again along the coasts of In-
donesia.

An massive earthquake
measuring 8.7 on the Richter
scale devastated the island of
Nias, located close to the
tremor’s epicentre, damaging
80 per cent of its buildings,
totally destroying many of
them and burying, authorities
fear, more than 2,000 people.

Alarms went off warning
of a possible tsunami in the

entire area including Sri
Lanka, India and the
Maldives, the countries that
along with Indonesia experi-
enced the worst damage on
Boxing Day. However, the
open wounds of the previous
catastrophe have still not
healed, demonstrating the ex-
treme fragility of the poor
towns in the area, which are
nevertheless, considered a
tourist “paradise”.

The fact that a third of the
victims were children and four
times as many women as men
died, has begun to cause se-
rious problems. It is estimated
that the medium-term demo-
graphic consequences will be

THE UNITED STATES is
seeking to profit from the
deadly rivalry between Paki-
stan and India by selling com-
bat aircraft and other weap-
ons to both of them. P R Chari,
a professor at the New Delhi
Institute of Peace and Con-
flict Studies said that Wash-
ington was “laughing all the
way to the bank” in selling
nuclear-capable F-16 Falcons
and F-18 Hornet fighters to
both countries.

The sale of Falcons to In-
dia was probably directly as-
sociated with Bush, says
Chari, in that the fighters’ fac-
tory was located in his home
state of Texas and that report-
edly 5,000 jobs had been saved
by the deal.

US Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice was also re-
cently in India and discussed
the sale as well as providing
further nuclear technology for
New Delhi’s energy
programme. India traditionally
buys its arms from Russia, but
closer ties with the United
States have led to improved
business deals for Washing-
ton.

Chari said that he didn’t
see the logic in purchasing
such advanced fighter aircraft
capable of delivering nuclear

severe. Authorities are now
concerned with protecting
the many children orphaned
by the tsunami, creating insti-
tutions to care for them and
working to convince family
members to take them in to
stop unscrupulous traffickers
of children.

indispensable

In the case of women, the
situation is difficult. Because
so many of them died – about
77 to 80 per cent of all the vic-
tims in northern Aceh – it
obliges men to assume roles
that traditionally have fallen
only to women: duties which

are indispensable to the sur-
vival of the family. The female
population that escaped
death is now more exposed to
violence and rape, especially
in refugee camps. What’s
more, a number of agencies
co-operating in the area have
warned of the risk that be-
cause there is a lack of women,
female children and teenagers
will be married prematurely,
which will shortly generate
another type of problem.

The truth is that this new
earthquake has brought to
international attention all that
is lacking for the recuperation
of the region damaged by
December’s disaster, cost of

which is estimated at $7.8 bil-
lion [£4.19 billion], an amount
far beyond the capacity of the
countries hit and requiring in-
ternational efforts if the region
is to get back on its feet.

praise

And, though praise must
go to the role taken on by in-
ternational institutions like
the Red Cross, the Red Cres-
cent, UNICEF and the office
of the UN High Commis-
sioner, NCNUR, as well as
some non-governmental
organisations, the absence of
decisive action is noted on the
part of some developed coun-

South Asia: more devastation

Statement by Comrade
Harkishan Singh Surjeet,
General Secretary, Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist)
and Comrade AB Bardhan,
General Secretary, Commu-
nist Party of India, on this
groundbreaking visit in
March.

WE WERE INVITED to
visit Pakistan and meet
Pakistani leaders of
other political parties,
our Left counterparts, dif-
ferent sections of the
community and promi-
nent public figures in
that country.

A joint front of Left par-
ties extended the formal in-
vitation and arranged the
crowded itinerary of the
eight-day tour which took us
to Lahore, Islamabad,
Karachi and a few other
places around.

fruitful

They took great
pains to arrange well-at-
tended meetings, recep-
tions and personal visits for
our delegation. The admin-
istration on its part ex-
tended full co-operation. We
thank them all for making
our visit fruitful and enlight-
ening.

This was our fist visit to
Pakistan in 57 years. Com-
rade Surjeet had been the
Provincial Secretary of the
Communist Party in Punjab
before 1947 and had worked
from Lahore for nearly 10
years. He had been in
prison in the Lahore Fort
and the Montgomery jail
(Sahiwal). For him it was
also a nostalgic visit to
these places.

Wherever we went, we
were received with fraternal
enthusiasm coupled with a
lot of expectation about the
peace process between the
two countries. Everyone
spoke about the need to

resolve all issues pending
between the two countries
through dialogue and in a
spirit of mutual
accommodation and good-
will. There was a general
feeling that once we solve
our issues, both the coun-
tries and the South Asia
Region will
witness rapid development
and emerge as a powerful
region.

They were keen to hear
from us what the Indian
people and the Indian
government thought and felt
on these questions and, as
two Left parties who were
supporting the government
today, what our experience
was about its policies, es-
pecially on economic is-
sues and in relation to Pa-
kistan. There is general sat-
isfaction that several confi-
dence-building measures
had been taken, such as the
latest agreement on the
Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus
service and the expected
rail link.

The highlight of our visit
was our hour-long meeting
with President Musharraf,
followed by our talks with
the Prime Minister, Mr
Shaukat Aziz and the lunch
hosted by the Foreign Min-
ister, Mr Kasuri.

conflict issues

The meeting with the
President was very frank. He
was happy with the
progress of the confidence
building measures and was
also forthright about remov-
ing all obstacles to com-
merce and trade and open-
ing up. But he asserted that
“conflict issues have also
got to be taken up. We can-
not avoid any discussion on
Kashmir”.  He urged that
both sides should display
“sincerity, flexibility and
courage” in trying to evolve
a settlement that is  ac-

ceptable to both sides and
to the people of Kashmir.
   The question of the
Baglihar dam was also dis-
cussed, which he said was
vitally linked with the sup-
ply of water downstream to
Pakistan.

The issue of nearly 200
poor Indians who had com-
pleted their term of
punishment but were still
held in Pakistan was also
raised. (Next day a  foreign
department official had been
asked to confirm their Indian
nationality so that they can
be handed over).

send them back

We also raised the is-
sue of fishermen who are
detained for crossing the
territorial waters. On this
too Musharraf was of the
view that the two
sides should agree on the
simple procedure of rebuk-
ing these “poor people”
when caught and sending
them back, rather than de-
taining them.

We found many Left-ori-
ented people and
sympathisers in Pakistan.
Unfortunately, they are scat-
tered and divided. No doubt
they will come together in
the coming days and play
their role.
   We had the opportunity to
have detailed talks with
Benazir Bhutto’s Pakistan
People’s Party in the his-
toric Sindh Assembly build-
ing and to meet leaders of
the National Awami Party
(this included Khan Abdul
Gaffar Khan’s grandson,
who is the president of the
Party) and leaders
of the MQM.

We have returned with
the feeling that both the
countries and their people
have today a great opportu-
nity before them, one that
cannot and should not be
missed.

tries such as the United States,
which is not involved in the
reconstruction.

 Cuba, on the other hand,
despite being small and poor,
quickly sent medical assis-
tance to the most affected ar-
eas. The problem is that when
it is time to help the peoples
who most suffer, usually the
poorest and most
defenceless, the richest soci-
eties and governments exhibit
an incredible insensitivity and
selfishness. And, after all is
said and done, it is clear that
solidarity is not a matter of re-
sources, but rather of will and
attitude and the capacity to
act in a disinterested manner.
Radio Havana Cuba

missiles when both countries
already possessed missiles
with more than adequate
range.

The research professor
added that it was interesting
to note the cynical circle com-
pleted by Washington from
its 1998 sanctions against
both Pakistan and India for
conducting nuclear tests to

Washington profits from
Indo-Pakistan conflict

Indian communists
visit Pakistan

actually promoting the use of
nuclear weapons today.

“It just shows that Wash-
ington has a flexible enough
foreign policy to accommo-
date what it judges to be in its
own best interest and this in-
cludes such issues as nuclear
proliferation.”

Radio Havana Cuba

• F-16s on the production line.






