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The leader of the under-
ground Baathist resistance
has died, according to a
statement issued by the
party last Friday.

And the Iraqi puppet
regime has dashed all
hopes of progress at the
Arab League’s national
reconciliation conference in
Cairo on 19th November by
excluding the Baath on the
grounds that they are con-
tinuing to support their
jailed former leader,
Saddam Hussein.

The US has now admit-
ted using white phosphorus
as a weapon in Fallujah last
year, after earlier denying
it, confirming resistance
claims that chemical weap-
ons were used during the
battle for Fallujah last year.
Though Washington claims
these weapons are not ille-
gal, their belated admission
has fired demands for a
United Nations inquiry into
their use in Iraq. Defence
Minister John Reid also
admitted that British troops
have used this weapon in
Iraq but only to create
smokescreens.

Meanwhile claims that
two Iraqi businessmen
were thrown into a lions’
den by the American cap-
tors in 2003, together with
reports that over 13,000
Iraqis are held in US con-
centration camps, has
painted a grim picture of
life in occupied Iraq.  The
number of suspected par-
tisan supporters held in the
US camps has doubled
over the past year, as have
the resistance attacks on
the occupation forces.

held in camps

Some 35,000 Iraqis
have been arrested since
the invasion in 2003 and
13,514 are currently being
held in camps throughout
Iraq. Of those only 1,300
have been tried and only
half of them were con-
victed, roughly two per cent
of the prison population.

Two Iraqis, who say
they were subjected to ter-
rifying torture in 2003, are
now in the United States
pursuing a lawsuit against
the US defence department

with the support of the
American Civil Liberties
Union and Human Right
First. They said they were
beaten and then thrown in
and out of  a cage full of
lions by US interrogators
demanding to know the
whereabouts of the alleged
“weapons of mass destruc-
tion” we know now did not
exist.

Back in the Iraqi capi-
tal the kangaroo court set
up by the Americans to try
Saddam Hussein and other
members of his govern-
ment has been further chal-
lenged by the withdrawal of
some 1,100 Iraqi lawyers
from the 1,500-strong de-
fence team following the
assassination of two promi-
nent defence lawyers by
gunmen, believed to be
linked to the puppet Inte-
rior Ministry.

    The lawyers did not
say whether Saddam’s
chief Iraqi attorney, Khalil
al-Dulaimi, was among
those who withdrew. But
the statement said other
members of the team in
Baghdad were continuing
their duties “under complex
and dangerous circum-
stances”.

The 1,100 lawyers re-
peated their call to cancel
the trial in Iraq, which
opened 19th October. They
said they pulled out be-
cause “there was no re-
sponse from the Iraqi Gov-
ernment, US forces and

international organisations
to our demands for provid-
ing protection to the law-
yers and their families”.

Resistance forces have
withdrawn in good order
from the western border
city of Al Qaim following
weeks of fighting with the
US Marines. Indiscrimi-
nate American attacks
have devastated the city

US USES CHEMICAL
WEAPONS IN IRAQ

and local health officials
have declared it a disaster
area.

A health department
official told the resistance
media that “the destruction
wrought on Al Qaim re-
quires us to declare it a di-
saster area, as disease and
epidemic threaten the city
and its children – particu-
larly typhoid and bilharzias

– and the military opera-
tions brought the sewage
systems to a halt and
flooded the streets with
filthy water, making an ideal
environment for the spread
of disease”.  He called on
people to go to Al Qaim and
see for themselves the ex-
tent of the “crime commit-
ted by the occupation”.

Field Commander Izzat
Ibrahim al Duri, Saddam
Hussein’s right-hand man
and acting leader of the
Iraqi Arab Socialist Renais-
sance Party [Baath] died
last Friday from cancer.

Though believed to have
been suffering from leu-
kaemia for years, al Duri
went underground when
the imperialists invaded
Iraq and directed the
Baathist resistance from
2003. Though the Ameri-
cans had put a $10 million
price on his head no-one
turned him in and they
never came within an ace
of capturing the elusive
Baathist leader.

by Daphne Liddle

LEADER of the House of
Commons Geoff Hoon last
Tuesday called on his par-
liamentary Labour col-
leagues to allow Gordon
Brown to take over the
premiership unopposed
when Blair steps down.

 This at least is a small
indication that the dimin-
ishing band of loyal
Blairities are now facing up
to his departure, even
though Culture Secretary
Tessa Jowell still insists
that Blair will serve “a full
term”.

 Hoon also insists that
Blair has “a great deal of
work still to do in terms of
delivering on the manifesto”
– though his chances of
succeeding are dwindling.

 Blair has some chal-

lenging hurdles ahead with
backbench rebellions grow-
ing steadily stronger. But he
hopes he can push many of
the measures through with
the backing of the Tories.

 These include an attack
on incapacity benefit – the
Green paper is due in Janu-
ary – and legislation to give
the private sector far more
involvement and control in
the NHS and in education.

There will be big
backbench rebellions on
these issues but with Tory
support the Bills might get
through. A lot will depend on
whether the Tories really want
to bring Blair down and risk
the possibility of a snap gen-
eral election. They definitely
do not want this until they
have sorted out their own
party leadership. After that,
who knows?

 But Blair is likely to lose
future votes now on the cur-
rent Terror Bill and on the
Identity cards Bill. Many
Labour MPs think that Blair
will not survive another lost
vote like that on the 90-days
clause of the Terror Bill.

aloof

Meanwhile Gordon
Brown is adopting an aloof
posture, distancing himself
for those who are calling for
him to take over as soon as
possible. But he has
claimed that last week’s suc-
cessful backbench rebellion
would have been much
worse of he had not inter-
vened and that Blair owes
him a lot – including the last
election that was won in spite
of Blair’s unpopularity.

 And outside Parliament

Sir Ian Blair, chief constable
of the Metropolitan Police, is
calling for a grand public de-
bate on what sort of police
force the public want in the
“new era of terrorist threats”.

 When some high ranking
public official like Ian Blair
asks for “public debate” or
consultation, they have usu-
ally already decided what they
want the outcome to be – and
short of a full properly con-
ducted democratic referen-
dum, they can usually con-
jure the “consensus” result
they want.

 Ian Blair and other senior
police officials have already
come in for a lot of criticism
for interfering in the demo-
cratic process by heavy lob-
bying of MPs in favour of the
rejected 90-days detention
clause in the Terror Bill.

 The argument goes that

the police should be lis-
tened to because they are
the experts and they know
what they need. But if Par-
liament starts giving the
police all the powers they
want by just asking, we will
indeed be in a police state.

 All the rules of evidence
would be out of the window
– along with the recom-
mendations of the
McPherson inquiry. Why
bother with evidence or tri-
als at all? Why not let the
“experts” lock up anyone
they “know” is guilty?

Already, once the new
Terror Bill is law, they will
be able to lock people up
for 28 days. So long as they
say it is done under the pre-
vention of terrorism laws,
they will not have to give any
reason or justification.

Hoon calls for Brown ‘shoo-in’

by our Arab Affairs Correspondent

ANGLO-AMERICAN imperialism has admitted
using chemical weapons against the Iraqi resis-
tance this week as the partisans play cat and
mouse with the invaders across western Iraq and
launch more attacks against the heavily-fortified
“green zone” United States military compound in
the heart of Baghdad.

• What ever dreadful weapons the occupiers use the
Iraq people will resist.

Our fund this week
has brought us £341.35,
bringing our November
total so far to £1087.15
and leaving £1,912.85 to
raise in just two weeks to
make our monthly target
of £3,000.

 We thank our vet-
eran north London paper
seller for £27.40, a south
London pensioner com-
rade for £12.40, a York-
shire reader sent £10 and
an East Anglia supporter
sent £15. A meeting of the
London District Commit-
tee of the New Communist
party raised £60 and the
social to celebrate the
Great October Revolution
raised £206.55.

 A friend from Greater
Manchester sent £10,
with a note: “Being inter-
ested in architecture I had
a good laugh at your ‘Rab-
bit Hutch’ item in the Say
No More column today –
worth a tenner!”

 And a comrade from
East Anglia sent a note,
along with their subscrip-
tion: “Just a few words to
say ‘thanks’ for all the
hard work you and the
other comrades do for the
party. I’m sure people
such as myself and others
appreciate it.”

 Please keep sending
all you can to the New
Worker Fund, PO Box 73,
London SW11 2PQ.
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THE GIANT oil company
Shell is forcing hundreds
of self-employed busi-
nessmen and women
who and run Shell’s 600
petrol stations around
Britain to take on a huge
new workload or quit.

The managers have
been told they must either
take on the running of clus-
ters of six petrol stations or
quit.

These stations are open

Definitions

George W Bush last
week emphatically declared,
“We do not torture”. This
is because the United
States justice department,
after the 11th September at-
tacks in 2001, redefined the
meaning of torture. They
excluded any kind of men-
tal torture and the infliction
of lesser physical pain and
ended up defining it as “the
infliction of pain compa-
rable to ‘organ failure’, im-
pairment of bodily function
or even death”.

 This led to the CIA’s
inspector general having to
warn Bush that the US
could be in violation of the
United Nations convention
against torture. He ex-
pressed particular concern
over a practice known as
“waterboarding”, in which
a detainee is strapped to a
board and submerged until
he believes he is drowning.

 The CIA is also re-
ported to be using secret
detention cells in Eastern
Europe to conduct interro-

gations outside the jurisdic-
tion of US law. Some CIA
agents are said to be unhappy
about blurred rules and the
unreliability of information
gathered in this way – where
the victim will say anything
to stop the pain.

Damned lies and statistics

The huge salaries at the
top of the banking community
have taken the average wage
of workers at Canary Wharf
to just over £100,000 a year.
This is in stark contrast to the
surrounding Poplar and Can-
ning Town constituency –
one of the poorest areas in the
country.

 The mean male salary for
the area – where 50 per cent
earn more and 50 per cent earn
less – is a more modest
£46,149, which hides the true
numbers on minimum wage or
less in the area.

 And, according to the
Office for National Statistics,

the rich are getting richer more
quickly. The top ten per cent
of the labour market last year
had pay rises of 4.4 per cent
while for the lowest 10 per
cent it was only 2.3 per cent.

Waste

Newly qualified nurses are
being forced out of the pro-
fession because NHS trusts
are too deep in debt to pay
them. The Royal College of
Nursing has identified areas
in Birmingham, Coventry,
Sheffield, Surrey and Durham
where nurses who qualified in
September are having serious
problems finding nursing
jobs.

 After three years of inten-
sive training, including a high
proportion of their time on the
wards, these nurses are now
lucky to get part-time work.
Many are now working in
shops or offices. Students half
way through their courses are
thinking of quitting.

 Why are the NHS
trusts in such dire financial
straits? Because they are
being forced to pay enor-
mous debts to PFI compa-
nies – and the newest and
shiniest hospitals are the
worst hit.

New danger

Fountain pens are too
dangerous to be handled
by anyone under the age
of 14, according to guide-
lines from the British Stan-
dards Institution. British
Standard 7272 says there
should be a small hole on
every pen cap in case it is
swallowed by a child.

 Now pen manufactur-
ers, like Waterman, have to
insert a warning slip with
each pen, saying: “This
product is not intended for
use by anyone under the
age of 14 years.”

 The company said the
newly revised guideline
has the effect of law; ignor-
ing it could leave them
open to being sued.

by Caroline Colebrook

BRITISH Airways new chief
executive, Willie Walsh, is
seeking to sack shop stew-
ards from the Transport and
General Workers’ Union in-
volved in the spontaneous but
illegal walkout by baggage
handlers at Heathrow last
August in solidarity with the
Gate Gourmet workers.

 Walsh claims that an in-
ternal disciplinary hearing has
overwhelming evidence that
union officials “incited the
unlawful stoppage” which
held up more than 100,000
passengers.

 Many of the baggage
handlers were family, friends
and neighbours from the
same community as the Gate
Gourmet workers who had
been cynically sacked so the
catering company could re-
place them with lower paid
temporary workers.

 Walsh is seeking to sack
at least two or three TGWU
stewards and seeking to bar
TGWU air transport official
Brendan Gold from his pre-
mises – even though Gold and
the stewards played a vital
role in negotiating a return to
work by the baggage han-
dlers.

 Gold also played a pivotal
role in the longer negotiations
which finally led to a settle-
ment in the Gate Gourmet dis-
pute last month.

 BA says it lost £45 mil-
lion as a result of the sponta-
neous solidarity action and is
threatening to sue the union
for recovery of the loss and
force the TGWU into bank-
ruptcy.

 After the baggage han-
dlers walked out, BA set up a
confidential phone line for
employees to tell management
how the strike was instigated.
Walsh claims that from this he
has “hundreds of pages of
evidence” and the men “have
a case to answer”.

 Some believe there is an
element of company postur-
ing in these threats, because
BA needs union co-operation

over a £1 billion shortfall in
its pension funds.

 He is also trying to intro-
duce “new working prac-
tices”. This, along with the
introduction of new technol-
ogy at terminal five, is threat-
ening the jobs of some 3,000
check-in staff.

 He has said there will be
no compulsory redundancies.

 Meanwhile a group of
Polish workers employed by
EasyJet and the distribution
company John Menzies at
Luton Airport won an instant
pay rise after the TGWU pro-
tested that they were being
paid a lot less than their Brit-
ish counterparts.

 Management claimed that
the Poles were being paid
only five pence an hour less
than the £6.55 rate for ground
handling work. But the work-
ers had informed the union
they were being paid just £5
an hour.

 Big Orange handling – a
subsidiary of John Menzies
and EasyJet – said it was

BA targets shop stewards

“grateful” to the union for
pointing out the discrepancy.

 The company admitted
there had been an “unaccept-
able error” and that the pay

Shell hits forecourt
self-employed

for between 16 and 24 hours
every day.

 The prospect of the ex-
tra work and extra money
involved is just too much for
most and they are effec-
tively being forced out of
their jobs.

 The managers believe
this is mainly a cost-cutting
exercise. Shell claims it is
already running its fran-
chises on this basis in New
Zealand where “it has led to
improvements”.

rise would be back-dated.
 This admission came af-

ter a threat of industrial action
in protest at the exploitation
of the Polish workers.

• Baggage handlers’ stewards to be victimised?

Audacity, audacity
and more audacity!

THE EUROPEAN UNION is proposing to spend hun-
dreds of thousands of Euros in a belated attempt to
deal with the social deprivation, unemployment and
alienation at the root of the last two weeks of rioting
throughout France.

 The right-wing French government itself is just
waking up to the results of the long-term neglect of
its immigrant communities. Interior Minister Sarkozy
– who is himself from a Hungarian immigrant family
who arrived in Paris in 1944 – has tried threats, cur-
fews, racist insults and a state of emergency to no
avail. The rioting continues. The anger of these ex-
ploited and shamefully neglected African-French
workers has exploded and, like a liberated genie, is
not easy to get back in the bottle.

 Tackling the root causes of the anger will take
time and money – but suddenly, as a result of the
riots, the ruling class throughout France and Europe
feels under pressure and money is being found. As
Gary Younge, a political commentator in the Guard-
ian pointed out, “The reality is that none of this would
have happened without the riots. There was no peti-
tion these young people could have signed, no peace-
ful march they could have held and no letter they
could have written to their MPs that would have pro-
duced these results.”

 Younge made another very important point. These
rioters have no political party to articulate their aspi-
rations. The left parties in France have failed to pre-
vent a division of the French working class along
racist lines – and the whole working class could suf-
fer if the right wing and racist parties in France are
allowed to exploit the riots. In times of trouble the
unity of the class is everything. The organised French
working class must stand by its African-French mem-
bers. And it must remember the words of Danton, ech-
oed down the years by Frederick Engels and Lenin:
“De l’audace, de l’audace, encore de l’audace!” (Au-
dacity, audacity and more audacity). Or as Marx said:
“The insurrectionary career once entered upon, act
with the greatest determination, and on the offensive.”

Control freak
losing his grip

BACK IN BRITAIN Tony Blair’s latest wheeze –
voiced last Monday by Trade and Industry Secretary
Alan Johnson – is to propose that the union vote at
Labour Party conference should be cut from 50 per
cent to 15 per cent.

 New Labour lost five critical votes at its confer-
ence in September, including on housing, NHS
privatisation, public sector pensions and trade union
rights. Blair and his Cabinet of sycophants had no
intention of paying any notice to these policy deci-
sions of the party he claims to represent. But clearly
losing these votes stung him all the same.

 Now he has lost a parliamentary vote and his grip
on the party is broken. The press has already written
off his premiership as not so much a lame duck as a
dead duck. But he knows that actually getting him
out of office right now can only be done from within
the Labour Party. And this is why he is trying to reas-
sert his control over it.

 The New Labour apparatus can still more or less
control the constituency parties, making sure that only
their chosen delegates get to conference. Blair has
lost control of the Parliamentary Labour Party but will
not admit it.

 Now he is turning on the unions. He is afraid that
the proposed merger between the TGWU, Amicus and
the GMB will create a super union, which, with the
support of the other giant public sector union Uni-
son, will always be able to out-vote him at party con-
ferences.

 The Labour Party was created by the unions to
give the organised working class in Britain a voice in
Parliament to counter the dominance of the capitalist
and landowning classes. The ruling class has
recognised this and from its inception has waged a
war both inside and outside the Labour Party, and the
unions that founded it, for control of its leadership.
That is the front line of the class struggle in Britain
today and the ruling class is losing its grip. It is time
for progressives inside the party and the unions to
press home the advantage; to get rid of Blair and
Blairism. Again, it is time for audacity, audacity and
more audacity!
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TRANSPORT Secretary
Alistair Darling last Monday
announced that various anti-
terror measures – including
image scanners. Bomb scan-
ners, “intelligent” CCTV
and facial recognition cam-
eras – are to be tested at some
railway and Underground
stations in the new year.

 The trials will include a
new “millimetre wave” scan-
ner and “sniffer scanners”
that can detect traces of ex-
plosives in the air.

 “Intelligent” CCTV sys-
tems will automatically alert
operators to potentially dan-
gerous situations – including
passengers behaving suspi-
ciously or unattended bag-
gage.

 Facial recognition cam-
eras will track known sus-
pects. These are already used
at some London Under-
ground stations to track
known pickpockets.

 The new scanners will be
tried out on the Heathrow Ex-
press train and at a number of
stations.

 The measures are similar
to those already in place at
airports but may be impracti-
cable at stations where the
volume of passengers is far
greater. Around three million
people use the London Un-
derground every day.

 Darling admitted that it is
impossible to prevent attacks
completely – short of closing
the whole public transport
system.

 The RMT transport union
said the money would be bet-
ter spent increasing the num-
ber of staff at stations and on
trains.

 But the “intelligent”
CCTV and face recognition
cameras have civil liberties
implications. There are many
kinds of suspicious
behaviour that have abso-
lutely nothing to do with ter-
rorism or any other crime.

 When there is a threat of
terrorism, these things must
be investigated. But when the
new Terror Bill becomes law it
will be possible to be locked
up for 28 days if a piece of
machinery decides a passen-
ger has been acting suspi-
ciously. This prospect could
cause almost as much anxiety
among the travelling public as
the terrorists.

At a time when soon we
will all be required to carry
identity cards and private cars
will have to contain electronic
boxes that allow them to be
tracked for purposes of road
toll charging, Darling’s mea-
sures could be seen as yet
another way of tracking the
movements of the entire
population.

The necessary costs will
be enormous. Yet when the
rail unions called for money
to be spent on a failsafe break-
ing system to prevent train
crashes – the plans were
turned down as too expen-
sive.

THE ROYAL College of
Nursing last week gave an en-
thusiastic welcome to an an-
nouncement from Health
Secretary Patricia Hewitt to
expand the right of experi-
enced nurses to prescribe al-
most every kind of medicine.

 But doctors are unhappy
with the proposals. James
Johnson, who chairs the Brit-
ish Medical Association, said:
“It is difficult to see how
healthcare professionals who
are not trained to diagnose
disease can safely prescribe
an appropriate treatment.

 “The BMA will be seek-
ing assurances from the Gov-
ernment that patient safety
will not be compromised by
these changes.”

 And Hamish Meldrum,
who chairs the BMA’s gen-
eral practitioner committee,
said: “While we support the
ability of suitably trained
nurses and pharmacists to
prescribe from a limited range
of medicines for specific con-
ditions, we believe only doc-
tors have the necessary diag-
nostic prescribing and train-
ing that justifies access to the
full range of medicines for all
conditions.

 “This announcement
raises patient safety issues
and we are extremely con-
cerned that the training pro-
vided is not remotely equiva-
lent to the five or six years
every doctor has under-
taken.”

 The changes that Hewitt
announced mean that from
early next year “extended for-
mulary” nurse prescribers and
pharmacist independent pre-
scribers will be allowed to pre-
scribe any licensed medicine
for any medical condition with
the exception of controlled
drugs.

 These nurses and phar-
macists will have to go
through special training
courses – lasting at least 38
days.

 A spokeswoman for the
Department of Health said:
“The extension means spe-
cialist nurses running diabe-
tes and coronary heart dis-
ease clinics will be able to pre-
scribe independently for their
patients.

 “Pharmacists will be able
to independently prescribe
for the local community, for
example, controlling high
blood pressure and diabetes.”

 This would relieve pres-
sure on GPs and make essen-
tial care more widely available.
The DoH spokeswoman
added: “This means that a
young person wanting to
control their asthma, or a ter-
minally ill patient being cared
for at home by a healthcare
team, will soon find it easier
and more convenient to get
the medicines they need. This
is another step towards a truly
patient-led NHS”.

 In 2002 nurses were given
the right to prescribe a limited
range of drugs to treat minor
injuries and this was extended
to around 240 medicines last
spring.

 RCN general secretary
Beverly Malone welcomed
the new announcement, say-
ing: “This is something we
have been campaigning on for
over 20 years and the Govern-
ment must be applauded for
taking this step.

 “This is good news for
nurses and most importantly

it is good news for patients.
 “They will now get even

better care and faster access
to medicines and research
shows that nurse prescribing
is safe, cost effective and
popular with patients.”

 Since before the NHS was
founded, health service struc-
tures in Britain have reflected
class structures, with a gulf a
mile wide between the status
of doctors and nurses.

 Under the current system
it is common on geriatric
wards and in nursing homes
to for long-term patients de-
velop for example a small but
painful eye infection, or con-
stipation, or other non-life
threatening but distressing
complaint only to be told that
although the nursing sister in
charge knows exactly what
medicine they need, she is not
allowed to administer it with-
out the sanction of a doctor –
“and he won’t be doing his
round until next Tuesday”.
The patient has to remain in

unnecessary pain and dis-
comfort until then.

 This measure will indeed
improve the lot of patients in
these circumstances.

 But the Government is not
alas motivated so much by the
prospect of patient comfort as
by saving money. The mea-
sure smacks of doctoring on
the cheap.

  The big drug cartels will
also welcome this move. They
already bombard doctors with
high pressure advertising,
perks and bribes to prescribe
more and more of their expen-
sive drugs – even though they
admit in most cases only a
fraction of patients really ben-
efit from the drugs prescribed.

 Now these companies will
be sending their reps to be-
guile the prescribing nurses

and pressuring them into over
prescribing – possibly inap-
propriately.

 What is really needed is
a real break down of the gulf
between the status of doctors
and nurses, with a proper ca-
reer structure that will allow
those nurses who want to
train continually while work-
ing until they achieve the full
status of doctors – and the
pay that goes with it.

Diagnosing and prescrib-
ing for patients are huge re-
sponsibilities. Thirty-eight
days of training is not
enough. Nurses should be
promoted and allowed to pre-
scribe but they should have
the proper training, status and
pay that go with such heavy
responsibilities.

Hutton
agrees to
benefit
changes
JOHN Hutton, the new Work
and Pensions Secretary ap-
pointed by Blair to replace the
disgraced David Blunkett,
last week announced his in-
tention to proceed with
Blair’s plans to overhaul the
benefits system.

 Blunkett had disagreed
with Blair about the extent of
the changes shortly before
his forced resignation.

 Hutton said: “We should
not shy away from consider-
ing any measure that better
helps and supports those
who can work to find a job,
while giving better protection
and security to those who
genuinely cannot work.”

 But many Labour MPs
fear the planned Green Paper
on the changes will include
means-testing and the pay-
ment of some benefits in the
form of vouchers.

 This means the measures
could face defeat in the House
of Commons, unless they are
supported by the Tories.

PCS protest
over job cuts
MORE THAN 250 people
marched through the streets
of Coventry last Saturday to
protest at proposed civil ser-
vice job cuts in the city.

 The march was organised
by a local branch of the civil
service union PCS and it united
union members across the
public and private sectors
along with pensioners and
other local citizens.

 The main purpose of the
march was to protest at recent
proposals to axe more than
500 jobs at the Coventry head-
quarters of the Learning and
Skills Council (LSC).

 Rally speakers pointed
out the Government’s hypoc-
risy and lack of justification for
the cuts.

 PCS general secretary
Mark Serwotka, who attended
the event, said the cuts were
already having a massive ef-
fect on members and to the
services they are expected to
deliver on behalf of the Gov-
ernment.

 He added: “If the
organisation charged with
skilling the workforce cannot
be bothered to up skill its own
workforce, what message
does that send out.”

Anti-terror systems
to be extended

• It will probably never be practical for train security
measures to match airports.

Blair and
Kelly seek
compromise
on schools
policy
EDUCATION secretary
Ruth Kelly and Prime
Minister Tony Blair last
week agreed to change
their plans to reform
schools to include strict
new rules on admis-
sions in an effort to pla-
cate the Labour
backbenches and so get
the measures through
Parliament.

 But Blair has threat-
ened to resign if other
parts of the controversial
White Paper are defeated
– which should encour-
age many backbenchers
to stand their ground.

admitted

Blair admitted that the
plans to allow schools to
become self-governing
trusts were unpopular
with labour MPs. On Mon-
day he said: “I’ve no
doubt at all that we will
persuade those people.
This is a very different is-
sue to the national secu-
rity issue of last week. It’s
something that we will
engage with in the nor-
mal way. But I’m actually
very confident about it.”

 His confidence prob-
ably stems from the news
that the Tories will almost
certainly back his plans
– which are virtually iden-
tical to their own policy for
g r a n t - m a i n t a i n e d
schools.

  Nevertheless, the
next day he announced a
limit on the indepen-
dence of the proposed
“city academies” to stop
selection by stealth.

 Blair and Kelly said
they were convinced of
the need for stronger
measures to prevent elite
schools selecting only
pupils from middle-class
backgrounds – leaving
other schools to struggle.

 It seems that the
backbenchers have
made it clear that Blair will
be “on his own” if he fails
to crack down on back-
door selection.

question

But his commitment
to such a crackdown is
open to question after
Ruth Kelly on Monday told
the London Oratory
School – where Blair sent
his own children – that it
could have a free hand in
interviewing parents to
decide which pupils it will
select. On the same day
she turned down a re-
quest from a Roman
Catholic school to do the
same.

 The message given
out is that Kelly and Blair
are still confused about
exactly what their policy is
and what concessions
they will make to the
backbenchers to get the
Bill passed.

 The backbenchers
have other major con-
cerns about the White
Paper, including the abo-
lition of local education
authorities and the in-
creasing involvement
and control that would be
given to the private sec-
tor.

Nurses welcome wider
prescribing powers

Lecturers
angry at
threat to
funding
HUNDREDS of lecturers and
students protested last
Wednesday outside a confer-
ence hall in Birmingham
where Education Secretary
Ruth Kelly was announcing
the details of a new funding
system for further education
colleges that threatens to
close those that are deemed
to be failing.

 On the same day thou-
sands of lecturers throughout
Britain staged a one-day strike
to demonstrate their anger at
the divisive proposals.

 The lecturers’ union
Natfhe said that 26,000 lectur-
ers in 220 colleges took part
in the action.

 Up to 10 per cent of fur-
ther education colleges could
face closure after having “re-
lentlessly failed” to provide a
decent education for their
pupils.

 This accusation came
from a report on the future of
further education complied by
Sir Andrew Foster, former
head of the Audit Commission
who attacked a “significant
minority” of colleges deliver-
ing what he called an inad-
equate education.

 The report warns that Brit-
ain is neglecting work-based
and vocational training, lead-
ing to a skills shortage that
will leave the country unable
to compete.

 Foster said: “Some of the
tiger economies are investing
in skills in a way that is well
beyond what is happening in
this country and well beyond
any aspirations we have had
in recent times.”

 Ruth Kelly welcomed the
report and said there need to
be tougher penalties for col-
leges that fail. This could
mean being taken over by pri-
vate or charitable
organisations.

 But Natfhe general secre-
tary Paul Mackney re-
sponded, accusing the Gov-
ernment of starving struggling
colleges of funding and re-
sources.

Rail test
track
scrapped
KEITH Norman, general sec-
retary of the train drivers’
union Aslef, last week ex-
pressed astonishment and
disappointment at the news
that the Government is to
close Britain’s only railway
test track.

 “This step formally an-
nounces that we have aban-
doned any involvement in the
evolution of new rail services
and technology,” he said.

“If it is abandoned, it
demonstrates that the Gov-
ernment has no commitment
to UK rail research. It is the
loss of another major British
sphere of achievement,” said
Norman.
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by Rob Gowland
The Guardian

Australian communist weekly

AS PART of the Revolution
that began in Petrograd on 7th
November 1917, the working
people of Russia took over
the palaces and other grand
dwellings of the former ruling
class.

They turned these great
houses into museums, art galler-
ies and other public buildings. The
ordinary people, who had previ-
ously been chased away from
the gates when they had the te-
merity to beg for kopeks from the
high and mighty denizens of these
mansions and palaces, were now
the collective owners of those
same fine estates.

There is a very different feel
to viewing a publicly-owned pal-
ace and looking over a privately-
owned one. I have previously
written about the experience of
visiting a crumbling but sprawl-
ing palace in Hyderabad, “one of
the palaces” still owned by the
former Maharajah of that State.

The palace was in the process
of being refurbished to become
a five-star hotel, despite being
completely surrounded by the
hovels of the local poor — who,
of course, are very poor indeed.
In revolutionary Russia, the So-
viet people were concerned to
preserve and conserve these
great buildings as part of the
people’s collective assets. I do
not know to what extent they have
been returned to their former
owners or to new private own-
ers since the overthrow of social-
ism.

In the Czech Republic,
Vaclav Havel’s “Velvet Revolu-
tion”, lauded with such extrava-
gant praise by the bourgeois me-
dia, saw the return to their former
owners of almost all buildings —
whether mansions or factories —
that had been nationalised by
those awful Communists.
Havel the great democrat was
not going to leave mansions and
palaces (let alone factories,
mines and mills) in the hands of
the common people. No sir!
They were returned to whoever
owned them in 1948, when the
Communists came to power. This
led to the spectacle of Jewish citi-
zens’ former property, that had
been seized by the Nazis during
the war, being “returned” to the
Czech fascists who had obtained
from the Nazis and who there-
fore “owned” it in 1948 when it
was nationalised!

The construction of great
mansions continues today un-
abated. In many countries, the
filthy rich still display their wealth
through extravagant and osten-
tatious — and usually excessively
large — dwellings.

And not just dwellings: office
buildings: yachts, parties, wed-
dings even gambling at the ca-
sino — in fact, anything that can
demonstrate conspicuous con-
sumption — can be used by these
“jet setting high flyers” to set
them apart from common people.
Earlier this year, Indian conglom-
erate head Subrata Roy flew
10,000 guests (yes, 10,000) to his

corporate estate, a meagre plot
comprising (in The Sydney
Morning Herald’s words) “120
hectares of mod-cons, luxury
amenities and grandiose statues”.
The occasion was apparently his
daughter’s wedding, and the term
conspicuous consumption does
not even come close to describ-
ing this tasteless squandering of
wealth other people worked for.
According to the Herald, “the
candles alone cost US$250,000”.

But that shindig was tasteful
and modest compared to the ob-
scenely expensive wedding ex-
travaganza thrown by Indian su-
per-rich steel magnate Lakshmi
Mittal. His daughter’s wedding
bash cost US$60 million.

When I was a kid, it was the
custom to admonish children who
did not want to eat their veg-
etables, “Eat up, there are chil-
dren starving in India!” There still
are, and it’s easy to see why.
In fact, the Herald article on the
Mittal wedding pointed out that,

by Timothy Bancroft-Hinchey

THE capitalist-monetarist
model is imperfect. To cloak its
imperfections, its exponents try
to cover up the imbalances it
creates through lies and hy-
pocrisy, while at the same time
continuing to perpetuate the
failed model at the expense of
developing nations.

One of the basic precepts of
the capitalist-monetarist model is
that the equation begins with a
constant factor of endemic unem-
ployment, which in turn creates
grave social problems, as exclu-
sion turns into marginalisation.
The other constant factor is that
the wealth and means of produc-
tion will necessarily be controlled
by a tiny elite.

In the case of the United
States, this restricted elite gravi-
tates around the White House,
dictating foreign policy and ask-
ing for wars so that the Pentagon
can give out contracts for equip-
ment tried and tested on the
battlefield, destroying infrastruc-
ture  so that billionaire contracts
can be handed out without public
tenders. The Bush regime is per-
haps the epitome of the capital-
ist-monetarist model’s failures, as
we can see in our world today.

However it is not only in offi-
cial foreign policy, which substan-
tiates the system, where this
model has serious failings. It is in
the composition of the basic for-
mula itself. While the countries
which expound this model preach
free trading practices in the World

at the same time as these super-
rich weddings were taking place,
the number of calories the poor
in India consume “tells a terrible
tale”.“Rural India, and the urban
poor, are actually getting hun-
grier.”

The article quotes an Indian
economic commentator, P
Sainath, who points out that “with
well over 400 million hungry
people, India alone has more un-
dernourished human beings than
all of sub- Saharan Africa com-
bined”.

The Herald article had some
backhanded compliments for
China: in discussing the plight of
the Indian rural poor, it notes “In-
dia is not China, where low-cost
manufacturing has sucked hun-
dreds of millions of once desti-
tute farmers and labourers off the
land.”

In India, by contrast, “the
past five years have seen the
most violent increase in urban-
rural income inequalities since in-
dependence” (Booker Prize-win-
ning author Arundhati Roy).
As the editor of India’s Finan-
cial Express puts it: “You can live
behind a wall in a luxury high rise,
you can afford servants to wipe
your shoes, but you still have to
drive through the beggars sleep-
ing on cardboard at your gate to
get out.”

Lies and
hypocrisy at
the heart of

modern
capitalism

Revolution
and wealth

• Above: the incredible Taj Mahal was not even built for a living person
but in memory of the dead wife of a Mogul emperor, while poverty was
all around – as it is today (below).

• Above: the Hermitage in Russia was only one of the Tsar’s homes.
The revolution changed it into a museum which it remains but the
poverty of pensioners ended under socialism has returned – below:
elderly women reduced to selling cigarettes on the streets.
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by Pham Diem Quynh

WE ALL KNOW that a coun-
try with a closed economy can-
not develop in our era of
globalisation.

But that truism does not ad-
dress the following question: how
does a country ensure it has an
economy open for business while
simultaneously containing the risk
that free trade brings?

Opening a market too quickly
can destroy domestic industry,
social safety nets and labour pro-
tection.

Poor countries must consider
the consequences for their
people’s quality of life when they
enter trade negotiations.

Economic integration is their
best hope to alleviate poverty but
it is not a panacea.

To build an independent
economy, poor countries have to
find a way to protect their domes-
tic industries from the domination
of transnational corporations.

Opening markets and free trade
must be held in check from the
heights of the macro-economic
system.

Economics and politics are
intertwined and only an indepen-
dent economy ensures a
country’s independence, sover-
eignty and integrity.

It is undeniable that trade
liberalisation has brought a rise
in global income but it has been
accompanied by a simultaneous
widening of the gap between the
rich and the poor countries.

This unequal distribution of
prosperity is a worry. As a United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) report says:
“Rich country trade policies con-
tinue to deny poor countries and
poor people a fair share of global
prosperity.”

Negotiations to liberalise
trade should have the improving
of living standards in the devel-
oping countries at their heart.

Although President George

Trade Organisation, do they ac-
tually practice what they preach?

Or do they levy import duties
on goods entering their economic
space and dole out subsidies to
make their own products cheaper,
then use these situations as le-
verage during negotiations with
developing countries, forcing them
to open up their markets, allow-
ing cheaper goods produced un-
der more efficient production sys-
tems (with the aid of tariffs and
subsidies) to flood local markets?

Such is the case today, for
example, faced by Kenya, which
stands to see a drop in its GDP
of two per cent because cheaper
European Union goods are about
to flood local markets after 2008,
rendering large swathes of the
population in a number of eco-
nomic sectors redundant. The hy-
pocrisy in the model creates the
need for unfair trading practices
which go against every grain of the
philosophy of free trade and mar-
ket oriented economies. In fact,
from what we see today, we can
conclude that such a notion does
not exist, because the countries
which claim to adopt this model
cannot make it work.

What happens next? Desper-
ate for jobs, the recently unem-
ployed are forced to turn else-
where for a work market in devel-
oped countries where, as long as
there are jobs available which will
pay more money than a person
from a less-developed country can
make at home, will provide a job
market.

What do these countries do?
After centuries of colonising other
lands, they slap on restrictive im-
migration policies, which make
desperate situations even more
desperate, because if there is a
work market (and there always
will be given the ageing popula-
tions of the developed nations),
the immigrants will continue to
flow in, either legally or illegally.
Restrictive practices force the
situation underground, making the
traffickers richer and more pow-
erful.

These criminal elements are
able to corrupt the societies in
which they live by buying favours,
while they turn their activities to
other areas which corrupt their
societies even further. High soci-
ety in most western countries is
rotten to the core. Compare for
example the situation in Eastern
Europe regarding drugs, crime and
pornography before and after
1989.

Given that the capitalist-mon-
etarist model is based on an ob-
session with the bottom line, not
only has everything to reduce
costs, it also has to show a profit,
because those who control the
means of production are looking
at the margins.

This has serious conse-
quences, eventually, for the
healthcare systems, which de-
generate into a payment-first type
of treatment and in the education
systems, so strapped for cash
that they are wholly inflexible and
cannot cope with the strains
caused by sociological needs.

Let us take, for example, the
situation among the children of
immigrants – not immigrants – in
Europe today, where the educa-
tion systems of a number of coun-
tries have failed in their duty to
integrate these children. The si-
lent majority do not react but the
handful of those who explode into
violence are a reflection of the
desperation felt by these young
people, living half-way between
two cultures and without any hope
of ever integrating into either.

Finally, an example of the con-

tinuation of the mentality rife in the
capitalist-monetarist countries
which created and practised sla-
very and colonialism, in 2005. The
Wildlife Conservation Society,
based in New York, has just de-
cided to impose a blanket ban (to-
gether with the government of the
Republic of the Congo) on hunt-
ing all species of game in con-
cession areas for the country’s
largest timber company.

This means that the nomadic
forest-dwelling Baka people are
starving to death, while a few
kilometres away game meat is
easy to find in restaurants.  This
is the epitaph of the capitalist-
monetarist model, which started
with slavery, has continued
throughout its existence perpe-
trating acts of mass murder, inva-
sion of foreign lands to steal their
resources, and a lying and hypo-
critical method of keeping the lie
on the road.

This system is flawed from the
start. The Marxist-Leninist model
tried in the USSR proved that an
alternative is possible, although
certain elements need to be in-
troduced into the model to ensure
its functioning at all levels of so-
ciety. Yet the Soviet Union is a
shining example that such a
model could indeed be the future
of humanity.

Pravda.ru

Bush tried to convince Latin
American countries that free
trade areas created jobs and im-
proved the quality of life, the
Americas Summit closed last
weekend without firm agreement
about when and how to resume
stalled talks aimed at achieving a
hemisphere - wide free trade
agreement.

Many Latin American coun-
tries – including those with the
biggest economies – believe that
trade agreements do not offer
even the barest of life support.

For them, the free trade, open
markets, privatisation and fiscal
austerity advocated by the debt-
ridden US are a model for a vast
increase of social inequality in
Latin America.

This has left many govern-
ments with little appetite for
opening their markets. Some also
fear that an extension of free
trade will become an extension
of US political domination of their
region.

Trade liberalisation is not a
zero sum game but a game that
denies a level field for all the play-
ers. It is not like a party where
everyone can eat their fill. In-
stead, the world is divided into the
G33, the G20, the G10 with all
trying to get a bigger slice of the
cake.

Trade ministers from around
the world were racing against
time this week to reach a deal
that would end their agricultural
impasse.

But some predict that little
agreement is likely to be made
when the ministers meet in Hong
Kong next month because the
world’s trading nations remain
deeply divided over the issue.

As a result, there is a real
danger that this meeting could go
the way of Cancun 2003 if the
industrialised North does not pro-
vide serious proposals to settle
the dispute.

Trade liberalisation is sup-
posed to make the world better
for all and this makes it crucial to
create a stable social and politi-
cal environment that enables
economies to develop.

Double standards could cause
social unrest in both developing
and developed countries. If the
gap between the rich and the poor
in any society, or in the world,
continues unabated, social stabil-
ity is likely to evaporate.

The value of a society is not
measured by wealth alone but by
freedom, equality and fraternity.
For these reasons, governments
at the free-trade table should
think about the interests of their
working people and not just the
elite of their countries.

Vietnam news

Fair trade and
social justice!

• Left top: street theatre in Seattle
suggesting the horrors caused by
the WTO.
Left bottom: demonstrators in the
Far East show they understand
the connections very well.
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FRIDAY 18 November
Occupation is not
Liberation. 7.30pm, St
Andrew’s Curch, Brockley
Rd, London SE4. £5/£3.
Lewisham Stop the War.
SATURDAY 19 November
London Socialist
Historians Group.  History
of the Red International of
Labour Unions. 1pm,
Pollard Room, Inst. of
Historical Research,
Senate House, Malet St,
London WC1.
SATURDAY 19 November
Construction Safety
Campaign.  National
meeting & AGM. 11am,
Birmingham Irish Centre,
14-20 High St, Deriend,
Birmingham. £6 inc lunch.
SATURDAY 19 November
Stamp out poverty.
Conference. 10am-4.30pm,
Council Chamber, Camden
Town Hall, Judd St, London
WC1.
TUESDAY 22 November
Concert for peace.
Deborah Fink. 8pm, St
Mark’s Church, St Mark’s
Place, London SW19. £5/
£3.50. Wimbledon
Disarmament Coalition/
CND. 020 8543 0362.
WEDNESDAY 23 November
Pensioners’ Charter
Campaign Rally.  2-4pm,
Ruskin House, 23 Combe
Road, Croydon.
THURSAY 24 November
Keep our NHS public!
public meeting. 7.30pm,
Balham Public Library,
Ramsden Rd, London.
THURSDAY 24 November
Eyewitness from Iraq,
7.30pm, Malcolm X Centre,
141 City Rd, Bristol BS2.
FRIDAY 25 November
International Day to End
Violence to Women.
Women only. Assemble
6pm Soho Sq, London.
FRIDAY 25 November
Remember Fallujah,
7.30pm, Friends Hse, 173
Euston Rd, London.
SATURDAY 26 November
After Gaza what next?
6pm, st Andrew’s Church
Hall, Whitmore Reans,
Wolverhampton.
SATURDAY 26 November
Voices from Iraq - teach in.
10am-5pm. University of
London Union, Malet St,
WC1. £7/£3.Iraq
Occupation Focus.
SATURDAY 26 November
National demo to defend
fire-safety rules.
Remember Kings Cross!

11.30 KIngs Cross Station,
London.FBU.
Monday 28 November
London Socialist
Historians Group.  A mass
demo unearthed -
Newcastle October 1819.
John Charlton. 5.30pm,
Pollard Room, Inst. of
Historical Research,
Senate House, Malet St,
WC1.
MONDAY 28 November
Remember Fallujah.
7.30pm, Brighthelm
Centre, North Rd, Brighton
TUESDAY 29 November
Free Palestine. Lobby of
Parliament 3-6pm. Public
meeting 7pm, Boothroyd
room, Portcullis House,
London.
WEDNESDAY 30
November
Propping up Israel’s
occupation - the scandle
of international aid.
6.30pm, Wilson Room,
Portcullis House,
Westminster, London.
PSC.
SATURDAY 3 December
Cuba Solidarity public
rally. 5.30pm, Hamilton
Hse, Mableton Place,
London WC1.
SATURDAY 3 December
Hands off Venezuela,
national conference.
NATFE HQ, 27 Britannia St,
London WC1. Delegates
£10.
SATURDAY 3 December
Latin America 2005,
Making another world
possible. 9.30am-5pm,
Hamilton Hse, Mableton
Place, London WC1. £8/
£6.
SATURDAY 3 December
Campaign Against
Climate Change. March to
US embassy. Assemble
12 noon, Lincoln’s Inn
Fields.
SATURDAY 10 December
Reunion for striking
miners. 7pm-11pm,
Hucknall Leisure Centre,
Notts. Tickets & details:
Mike Fletcher via NCP
Centre, 020 7223 4052.
SATURDAY 10 December
Make Poverty History
march and vigil. 4.30pm
outside Lewisham Library,
Lewisham High St,
London. Lewisham CND.
SUNDAY 11 December
London Socialist Film Co-
op. The Take (2004).
10.30am, Renoir Cinema,
Brunswick Sq, WC1. £6/
£4.

NEW FROM
THE NEW COMMUNIST PARTY
New technology and the need for socialism
£2 plus 50p P&P
The case for communism
£2 plus 50p P&P.
All in the family
by Daphne Liddle
£1 plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint).
Arab nationalism and the communist movement
by Andy Brooks
£1 plus 50p P&P (New Worker reprint).
NCP Lit. PO Box 73, London SW11 2PQ.
(cheques to New Worker)

James Connolly
Collected Works

Two volumes
New Book Publications,

Dublin 1987.
Mint condition.

£20 plus £3 p&p
for the set.

NCP Lit, PO Box 73,
London SW11 2PQ

New Worker Supporters’
Groups…
New Worker supporters groups exist to support the
weekly newspaper of the New Communist Party of Brit-
ain by working to increase sales, organise fund-raising
events and hold regular discussion meetings. NWSG
news will appear in the New Worker or in the NCP Inter-
nal Bulletin.

Now individual regular supporters in Britain and over-
seas who want to show greater support for our news-
paper but are members of other parties or no party at
all can join the New Worker Supporters Group.

Individual membership is set at £5.00 ( 8 Euros or $10)
for all or part of the calendar year and every member
will receive a New Worker Supporters Group (NWSG)
card and a copies of the Internal Bulletin for the year.
Regular New Worker subscribers outside Britain, and
this includes northern Ireland, can join and pay in ster-
ling, euros or dollars.

NEW COMMUNIST Party
members and supporters
gathered at part centre last
Saturday evening to mark the
1917 Great October Revolu-
tion; an event that changed
the world when for the first
time workers took over the
reins of power and started to
build a socialist state.

 Explo Nani Kofi of the
African Liberation Support
Campaign, Michael Chant of
the Revolutionary Communist
Party of Britain (Marxist-
Leninist) and NCP general
secretary Andy Brooks all
gave tribute to the impact of
the Soviet revolution on world
history and the inspiration it
gave to workers in every cor-
ner of the world.

 Also present was journal-
ist Qin Chun, who manages
the London headquarters of
the Chinese news agency
Xinghua.  She brought with
her a gift for the NCP – a silk
embroidered picture of Chi-
nese workers.

 A collection at the event
raised over £200 for the New
Worker.

NCP celebrates October Revolution

• Andy Brooks, Qin Chun,
Dolly Shear, national
treasurer, and Alex
Kempshall, national
chairperson, at the celebra-
tion.
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by Fred Goldstein

THE REACTIONARY capi-
talist rulers of France have
decreed a state of emergency
in an attempt to suppress the
wholly justified and righ-
teous rebellion of African
immigrants against decades
of racism, poverty, unemploy-
ment and national oppres-
sion—imposed upon them
under the hypocritical slogan
of the “social republic” of
“liberty, fraternity and equal-
ity.”

The rebellion, which has
spread to 300 cities, is led by
youth and is an expression of
the anger and frustration of
the millions of immigrants and
their children who come from
former colonies of France,
mostly in North and sub-Sa-
haran Africa.

This rebellion is basically
against internal colonialism—
as evidenced by official youth
unemployment at close to 40
per cent, run-down housing
built in the 1950s and 1960s, a
continual campaign of police
harassment and brutality, and
exclusion and racist discrimi-
nation in housing and em-
ployment.

France has 750 areas clas-
sified as Sensitive Urban
Zones (ZUS) where unem-
ployment hovers at 20 per-
cent—twice the national av-
erage—and incomes are no
more than 60 per cent of the
national average, according to
government statistics. Official
unemployment there in the
age group 15 to 25 is 36 per
cent and reaches higher if
only young Muslim men are
counted.

The epicenter of the rebel-
lion was in Saint-Denis, De-
partment 93, 10 miles outside
Paris. Paris rents have been
going through the roof. Last
year more than 100,000 people
competed for 12,000 available
substandard housing units in
Paris. “Among the hardest hit
without housing are immi-
grants.… The three back-to-
back Paris fires over the spring
and summer, which killed
many children, occurred in
such rundown buildings.”
(ABC News)

The law under which the
state of emergency was de-
creed is particularly hated be-
cause it was first imposed in
1955 as part of the bloody
colonial war by the French
imperialists to hold on to Al-
geria. It permits governors
and mayors “to forbid the
movement of people and ve-
hicles,” to ban meetings, to
“search homes at any time of
night or day,” to control
“press and publications of all
kinds,” and to impose a two-
month jail sentence for viola-
tion of the curfew, among
other things. Over 1,500
people have already been de-
tained and hundreds more ar-
rests are expected.

Several years after impos-
ing this law in Algeria, the
government extended it to
France itself, to suppress sup-
port for the Algerian liberation
movement. It created such a
climate of repression that, on
17th October 1961, a demon-
stration in Paris in support of

the Algerian war of liberation
was attacked by police. Over
300 people were killed; their
bodies were thrown into the
Seine and some were hanged.

From external to
internal colonialism

Just as the original law was
meant to maintain colonialism
in Algeria, so the present de-
cree is meant to maintain in-
ternal colonialism.

The French ruling class
has proclaimed that in the
“social republic” everyone is
equal and that the govern-
ment pursues a policy of “in-
tegration”. But in interview
after interview with people of
all ages, reporters for the capi-
talist networks and print me-
dia get the same story. “We
are told we are French, but we
are not French”. “We have
the papers that say ‘French’
but we are not the real
‘French’.”

If your name sounds Afri-
can or Middle Eastern, your
application for a job or for
decent housing goes to the
bottom of the pile or gets
tossed altogether. Unemploy-
ment among African college
graduates is close to 50 per
cent. “Janitor is our profes-
sion” is a common view.

In keeping with the politi-
cal fiction of “equality,” the
French government does not
keep statistics on discrimina-
tion. Affirmative action in
France is forbidden; it clashes
with the assertions of equal-
ity. The reactionary applica-
tion of this concept was dem-
onstrated when head scarves
for female students were for-
bidden on the false ground of
the secular separation of
church and state.

But just as Katrina ex-
posed the naked racism and
national oppression that ex-
ists in the United States, the
great rebellion in France has
exploded all political fictions
of equality and social justice.
President Jacques Chirac,
Prime Minister Dominique de
Villepin and Interior Minister
Nicolas Sarkozy are now jock-
eying with each other in the
crisis.

Sarkozy is hated by the
oppressed and all
progressives throughout
France for his openly hard-
line, “law and order” policy
and his racist insults. The
government has no one it can
talk to with any influence
among the youth. And the
entire regime is now moving
towards increased repression.

At the same time, de
Villepin has resorted to the
carrot along with the stick,
talking about 20,000 state
jobs, money for
neighbourhoods, and tax
breaks for businesses and
development.

It took a rebellion in 300
cities, that as of  9th Novem-
ber has lasted almost two
weeks and has virtually over-
whelmed the police, to get the
ruling class to even talk about
reforms. This rebellion is
earthshaking and the ruling
class will soon find out that
Band-aids will not fix the prob-
lem.

Bosses wanted
immigrants after the war

The crisis has its origins
in the inexorable developing
crisis of world capitalism.

French imperialism has dealt
with this crisis by launching
a vicious, racist campaign of
divide and conquer directed
against the entire French
working class. The key ele-

France: racism and
poverty fuel rebellion

ment in their strategy has been
a slanderous campaign
against immigrants. The rebel-
lion is the fruit of this strat-
egy.

After the Second World
War French capitalism was in
ruins from the Nazi occupa-
tion and the Allied invasion.
The population and the work-
ing class had declined. The
ruling class decided that to
get back on its feet quickly it
needed an influx of immi-
grants— wage slaves who
could be exploited at the least
cost to the bosses in order to
strengthen French capitalism
in the world struggle for mar-
kets.

The result was an open-
ing up of immigration, espe-
cially from North Africa —
Algeria, Morocco and Tuni-
sia. This policy continued
throughout the period of im-
perialist expansion up to the
1970s. French imperialism had
been driven out of Vietnam,
then out of Algeria, and suf-
fered from economic contrac-
tion more severely than its ri-
vals. But the organised work-
ing class was powerful. It re-
belled in 1968 and forced dras-
tic changes in the government
and some progressive con-
cessions.

As the 1970s developed,
the ruling class reversed its
attitude toward immigration. It

began to impose restrictions
and in the 1980s even threat-
ened to deport hundreds of
thousands of legal immigrants
by revoking their status ret-
roactively. This measure was
defeated, but just raising it
was a divisive measure.

The crisis of immigrants
was aggravated by the scien-
tific-technological revolution
and the capitalist de-
industrialisation that hit the
suburbs and left little rust
belts and shuttered factories
around all the cities.

In the 1990s, the fascist
French National Front, led by
Jean-Marie Le Pen, picked up
on the campaign started by
the mainstream ruling class
and took it even further. Le
Pen made progress on his rac-
ist anti-immigrant campaign
and in 2002 actually got into a
run-off for the presidency
with Jacques Chirac.

The working class leader-
ship in France has been weak
on this question and down-
right reactionary at times.
Right now they need to stop
retreating. They must not
confine themselves to mere
protests against reactionary
measures of repression. They
need to demand that all the
cops be withdrawn, that the
emergency decrees be re-
voked. They need to come out
for the justified rebellion.

The rebellious youth must
be embraced as part of the
working class. They may be
unemployed, underemployed
and/or unorganised, but right
now they are potentially the
greatest allies of the
organised workers. They
have overwhelmed a part of
the state. They are mobilised
and if they were to be joined
by a solidarity strike against
racism, poverty and oppres-
sion, the entire working class
could push the ruling class
offensive back.

It would be a mirror, but
on a grander scale, of when
the French workers in 1968
followed the students with a
general strike and shook the
ground under French capital-
ism. It is the lack of under-
standing of the national ques-
tion, of the colonial question,
of the importance of coming
out against national oppres-
sion, that now stands in the
way of a united struggle
against capitalist exploitation
itself. This must be overcome.

The French working class
has a glorious history of class
struggle and uprisings, going
back to the revolution of 1848,
the Paris Commune of 1871,
the mutinies after World War
I, and the general strikes of
1934 and 1968. This is the
moment for the leaders to
grasp their historic role and
their responsibility to turn the
situation around and fight
back.
Workers World (US)

• From the top : in response
to the rebellion the people
of Toulouse march against
discrimination; President
Chirac addresses the
nation; riot police in
readiness; hundreds of
cars have been burnt.
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THE RUSSIAN Orthodox
Church is calling for the re-
moval of the body of Bolshe-
vik leader Vladimir Lenin
from the Red Square mauso-
leum for burial.

With the 15th anniversary
of the death of the Soviet
Union nearing, a debate has
been brewing on whether to
bury Lenin’s body, which has
been on display in a mauso-
leum just outside the Kremlin
since 1924.

“Lenin should be buried,
because the idea of mummifi-
cation is outside any cultural
and religious context in Rus-
sia,” Russian Orthodox
Church’s Metropolitan Kirill
said on Tuesday.

artificial

Kirill, who heads the
church’s external relations
department, called the public
display of the body “an artifi-
cial phenomenon with some
sort of very strange mysti-
cism”.  In an apparent Krem-
lin attempt to gauge public re-
action on the body’s removal,
a regional envoy of President
Vladimir Putin said in Septem-
ber that Lenin’s body should
be taken from the mausoleum
and buried.

Several senior members of
the Kremlin-controlled parlia-
ment then proposed he be
buried.

Russian Communist Party
chief Gennady Zyuganov
warned his party would stage
a massive civil disobedience

action if authorities tried to
remove the body of the
founder of the Soviet state
and demolish the mausoleum.

The Communist Party of
the Russian Federation has
launched a petition drive
against such a move. “We will

hold actions of civic disobe-
dience and will not let such
things happen,” Zyuganov
warned. His party has issued
a protest petition that has al-
ready gathered 4.5 million sig-
natures.

Zyuganov said that 26
public organisations back the
Communists’ statement
against any eventual burial of
Lenin’s body. “We have
enough wisdom and will to
defend our history and sanc-
tuaries,” Zyuganov said.

George
Bush tours
Asia
US PRESIDENT George W
Bush began an eight-day tour
of Asia on Monday with state
visits to Japan, south Korea,
China and Mongolia on the
agenda, in hopes of counter-
acting the distancing of that
region from the United States.

White House sources said
that while the tour agenda is
full, no definite results are ex-
pected. Instead, Bush will
give “pro-democracy” type
speeches, beginning Tues-
day in Kyoto, Japan and con-
cluding in Mongolia.

The reason for the Asian
visit is the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Summit in
Busan, South Korea, but re-
ports are that the
president’s speeches will
have China always in mind.

Washington sees Beijing
as a potential world power ri-
val due to its growing trade
and industry, its military
power, and its expansion
globally in all areas.

Avian flu, both early warn-
ing and information sharing
from the region, will also fig-
ure in the president’s meet-
ings.

This month’s tours have
been seen both at home and
abroad as an attempted diver-
sion from domestic turmoil
and Bush´s increasing
unpopularity. But so far leg-
islators seem to be staying fo-
cused on the Cheney aide’s
involvement in the CIA leak
case and the invasion
of Iraq based on false infor-
mation.

The Asian tour was pre-
ceded by Bush´s trip to South
America where he
was greeted by huge protests
everywhere, but particularly
at the debacle of the fourth
Summit of the Americas in
Argentina, where his
hoped-for revival of the Free
Trade Area of the Americas bit
thedust.

South Korean workers
and students are also warm-
ing up for the US
president’s visit with massive
protests arranged by more
than 50 local and foreign anti-
globalisation organisations.
Prensa Latina

Italy has 36
million
illiterates
A SURVEY by Castelo San
Angelo University and the
Union for the Struggle
against Illiteracy reported
nearly 66 per cent of Italy’s
58 million population are il-
literate.

The inadequate elemen-
tary education that is produc-
ing six million illiterates and
30 million functional illiterates
was strongly criticised by La
Stampa, daily of Turin, when
reporting the survey results.

The paper quoted former
Education Minister Tullio De
Mauro, who said that one-
quarter of Italian students do
not know how to read and
write properly and this pre-
vents them from leading nor-
mal lives.

Rome daily La Repubblica
said those students are the
children of the 66 per cent il-
literates and functional illiter-
ates, and blamed society for
doing nothing to improve
education of adults.

National Institute of Sta-
tistics 2001 figures indicated
that 28.85 per cent of the popu-
lation finished high school or
obtained an equivalent di-
ploma, and only 7.51 per cent
got a college degree.

The Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD), grouping
the 30 wealthiest countries,
rated Italy 28th in general
education, just above Mexico
and Portugal. Nine of the 20
Italian regions, most in the
centre and south of the pen-
insula, are over the OECD red
line of eight per cent illiteracy.
Prensa Latina

GERMANY will not
change its Iraq policy
under future Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel, des-
ignated Foreign Minis-
ter Frank-Walter
Steinmeier has de-
clared.

“I believe there won’t
be any fundamental
changes,” Steinmeier, a
leading Social Democrat,
said in a televised inter-
view on Wednesday.

  The grand coalition
government of the Social
Democratic Party (SPD)
and the Christian Demo-
cratic Union /Christian
Social Union bloc (CDU/
CSU) has agreed there
would be no major
changes on the Iraq
policy, the future foreign
minister said.

Outgoing Chancellor
Gerhard Schröder refused
to send any troops to join
the US force to Iraq be-
fore and after the Iraq war
broke out in early 2003.

 Merkel, who is to be
elected chancellor by par-
liament on 22nd November,
has indicated she would

repair the special partner-
ship with the United
States, which had been
impaired in recent years
over Iraq and other issues
and Steinmeier said that
he would make some ef-
forts to improve relations
with the United States.

“To do nothing would
surely not be good ad-
vice,” he said. But
Steinmeier ruled out any
major changes in transat-
lantic ties.

“People are intelligent
enough and know enough
on the other side of the
Atlantic to see that we are
pulling our weight in glo-
bal engagement and re-
sponsibilities,” he said.

 The future foreign min-
ister noted that the trans-
atlantic partnership and
European integration are
the two pillars of German
foreign policy under the
new government.

 Steinmeier,
Schröder’s close partner
in the SPD, will also be
sworn in on 22nd Novem-
ber.
Xinhua news agency

by Timothy Bancroft-
Hinchey

THE WINNERS will always
be the traffickers while there
is not a serious and meaning-
ful law on immigration and
integration.

The innocent are always
the victims who pay the
highest price, whether it be
as a result of acts of terror-
ism, fiscal policies or inad-
equate legislation. In this
case, Europe’s xenophobic
stance against immigrants
(which it needs anyway to

shore up its ailing social se-
curity systems), gives a
huge operating space to traf-
fickers - because immi-
grants will come in, if not
legally then illegally. This is
all too visible in France
where interior minister
Nicolas Sarkozy referred to
immigrants as “scum”.

While there is a market,
there will be professionals.
With human trafficking
come more sinister practices
such as the trafficking of
children for sexual exploita-
tion. A report generated by
the United Nations at Geneva
has warned that Greece may
be a porous eastern frontier,
over which children are
pouring into Europe to be-
come victims of sexual sla-
very.

Juan Miguel Petit, UN
Special Rapporteur on the
Sale of Children, Child Pros-
titution and Child Pornogra-
phy visited Greece recently
and concluded: “The huge
and dispersed coastline
makes Greece an attractive
destination or a gateway to
the European Union,” add-
ing: “This big flow of people
on the move brought along
challenges that the country
was not prepared to face.”

Neither Greece, nor any
country in the European
Union, where there are first-
class, second-class and
third-class citizens, who are
labelled because of an acci-
dent of birthplace. They are
denied equal rights, many of

them living a nightmare of
semi-legal status in which
the demands to pay are high
and the right to payment nil.

This, from a Europe
which spent centuries en-
slaving populations, holding
them down, refusing to edu-
cate them while they stole
the natural resources, drew
lines on maps and slaugh-
tered those who rose up in
protest.

While Europe does not
accept that immigration is
both necessary and inevi-
table, does not integrate its
immigrant population and
guarantee full rights to the
families of immigrants, re-
ceiving them as full citizens
– a parallel system will flour-
ish under which the traffick-
ing of human beings will
continue.

These days a European
sexual pervert need not pay
thousands of dollars to get
on a plane and perpetrate his
warped and deviant acts
overseas where a child has
been rented out by the day
by alcoholic or depraved
parents. These days it is
easier to go to the nearest
public square and speak to
the man hanging around on
the street corner.

This perversion of soci-
ety and violation of human
rights (especially against in-
nocent children) is the direct
result of the Fortress Europa
policy.

Pravda.ru

New German government
will not shift over Iraq

New threat to Lenin�s tomb

Children at risk in EU

• Lenin’s tomb in Red Square.






