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WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!
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50p

by our Arab Affairs
Correspondent

ANOTHER bloody week in
Iraq with sectarian bomb-
ings that killed hundreds of
Yazidis, a mainly Kurdish re-
ligious cult in northern Iraq,
and continuing sectarian
strife in the capital,
Baghdad. The Americans
and their puppets routinely
blame Al Qaeda’s support-
ers for these acts while the
resistance believes many
sectarian attacks are insti-
gated by agents of imperial-
ism.

But if, as the resistance
maintain, the imperialists
had encouraged sectarian
violence to divide and rule
Iraq to start with, it has now
backfired with Sunni Muslim
politicians walking out of the
puppet regime and the Ameri-
cans scrabbling around to try
to cobble together another
quisling administration in
readiness for the puppet
regime’s collapse.

Throughout the occupied

Arab country partisans are
striking deadly blows against
the imperialists and their
lackeys. Two more strategic
bridges were blown up last
week. A US helicopter gun-
ship was downed in Al Anbar
province. The US “Green
Zone” military compound in
the heart of the capital came
under its usual barrage of
mortar and rocket fire and all
Swedish air traffic to Iraq has
been cancelled until further
notice following a rocket at-
tack on a passenger aircraft
in the north of the country.

Sweden has suspended
all its commercial flights to
and from Iraq following an
attack on a Nordic Airways
plane on take-off at
Sulaymaniyah in the northern
autonomous Kurdish area
last week. Though the plane
landed in Stockholm safely
and no one was injured, the
Swedish civil aviation author-
ity has grounded all flights to
Iraq until further notice. Two
Swedish airlines, Viking Air-
lines and Nordic Airways ran
regular commercial services

to the Kurdish region of north-
ern Iraq.

While US troops impose
curfews and fence in nation-
alist neighbourhoods in
Baghdad,others are covering
the building of a new mini
“Green Zone” to provide a
safe-haven for quisling
judges, prosecutors and
their families. A number of
puppet regime judges and
their families have already
moved into the compound
dubbed the “Rule of Law”
complex in the east of the city.
Thirty one judges have been
killed since the occupation
began in 2003.

 
bridges cut

Meanwhile two more stra-
tegic bridges were cut by par-
tisan action. Iraqi resistance
fighters blew up a bridge link-
ing the town of al-Rutbah and
the Kilo 160 area in far west-
ern Iraq near the Jordanian
border. A few days later, this
Tuesday, the Thiraa Dijla
bridge in Taji, a town near an
American air base some 19

km north of the capital, was
hit  when a lorry packed with
explosives was detonated by
remote control in the middle
of the bridge, sending cars
plummeting into the canal
which links the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers. This was
the second attack in three
months on the bridge that
carries the main road from
Baghdad to the northern prov-
inces.

 Last week the UN Secu-
rity Council agreed unani-
mously to enhance the role
of its existing low-key mis-
sion in Iraq to promote na-
tional reconciliation, regional
dialogue, humanitarian as-
sistance and human rights.

This was not greeted with
much enthusiasm by the
UN’s own 25,000-strong staff
association, which equally
unanimously passed a reso-
lution calling on Secretary
General Ban Ki Moon not to
deploy any additional staff
members to Iraq and to re-
move those currently serving
at the duty station in Baghdad
in view of  the “unacceptably

high level of risk to the safety
and security of UN person-
nel currently serving in Iraq”.

US imperialism would
like to use the UN once more
as a fig-leaf to legitimize the
occupation but this is being
resisted by Russia, China
and France on the Security
Council and doubtless ex-
plains why the UN, unlike the
Americans, will talk to the re-
sistance movements.

The United Nations in-
tends to include all parties
and factions in the talks it is
going to hold to bring about
national reconciliation in the
country, Iraq UN spokesman
Saaeed Arikat said.  The talks
will involve armed groups
currently fighting US troops
and the Iraqi government, he
added, though he did not say
whether this would include
groups linked to Al Qaeda.
”The UN is not concerned with
what America wants from the
resolution. We as an interna-
tional organisation will work
to fulfill Iraqi ambitions and
cooperate with the govern-
ment,” he said.

The UN to expand operations in Iraq?

Estimates of the num-
ber of protesters expected
from all over Britain and
Europe vary from 1,500 to
3,000 – a modest number
for a national demonstra-
tion. But around 1,800 po-
lice will be deployed who
have been told by the Gov-
ernment to use powers un-
der Section 44 of the Ter-
rorism Act 2000 against the
demonstrators.

 These powers include
stop and search even if
police have no reason to
suspect a person.

 “That’s unbelievably
heavy handed,” said camp
spokesperson Anna Jack-
son, “They’re using the
most draconian legislation
on the statute book, and I
hope they can be embar-
rassed out of it.”

 Protesters include
members of the Royal So-
ciety for the Protection of
Birds, a variety of environ-
mental groups and local vil-
lagers whose homes are
threatened by plans to ex-
pand Heathrow and build a
fifth runway.

 The camp is supposed
to be a model of eco-
friendly communal living,
with electricity supplied by
solar and wind power.

 Some papers claim to
have infiltrated the camp-
ers and have published
scaremongering leaks. In
particular the London
Evening Standard front
page carried a banner
headline claiming: “Militants
will hit Heathrow”.

  A Camp for Climate
Change spokesperson re-
sponded saying: “This story
did not contain a single
source or even attempt at
a source.

smear campaign

“We don’t know who is
feeding them this stuff and
the suspicion is that we are
the subject of a smear cam-
paign. We are challenging
BAA [the airport operator]
to come clean.”

 BAA denied planting
the scare story but ex-
pressed anger that the pro-
testers’ plans might disrupt

the airport at the height of
the holiday season.

 No one yet knows ex-
actly what form the protest
will take. The campers as-
sume they are infiltrated
and are therefore delaying
finalising plans.

 Anna Jackson said:
“We really can’t say what
the direct action will be –
there are no leaders in this
camp. It’s 100 per cent
democratic, run through
consensus.

 “It will be down to in-
dividuals’ judgement as to
what they think is the best
way to take action.

 “It’s inevitable that the
authorities are going to be
in these meetings, coming

into the camp and infiltrat-
ing – we can’t stop them
coming in. But the camp is
a lot more than just mass
action.”

 Clearly the intent of
BAA, the police and the
Government is to be as in-
timidating as possible to dis-
courage people from tak-
ing part in the protest.

 But this is proving
counterproductive as the
media – at the height of the
silly season and little else
to fill news bulletins – has
been giving the protest a lot
of coverage before it has
even begun, ensuring that
awareness of the issues
involved is being raised all
around.

 The protesters point
out that 20 million litres of
fuel are consumed at
Heathrow every day and
31.3 million tonnes of car-
bon dioxide are generated
there every year.

joining

One of those attending
will be the chair of
Bournemouth and Poole
Greenpeace, Richard
Hillyard. He says he will be
joining the Heathrow cam-
paigners on Friday.

 “Heathrow and BAA
are being targeted because
it’s a major UK airport and
campaigning there will get
a lot of attention, but it is

really a statement against
the expansion of many lo-
cal UK airports,
Bournemouth included,” he
said.

 “If aviation expands at
the rate the Government
wants, then every other in-
dustry would have to be
zero carbon, which in real-
ity has no chance of hap-
pening.

 “Greenpeace is trying
to mobilise the focus on
binge flying, trying to get
the message across that
there’s no need to fly inter-
nally in this country just
because it’s cheap.”

 He says public trans-
port needs to be drastically
improved to give people a
real alternative.

 And they hope that this
is the message that makes
the news, rather than a
battle with the police.

 But at the same time
the state is delivering an-
other message – ordinary
peaceful protesters are the
real targets of anti-terror
legislation.

Heathrow protest

HEAVY HANDED
POLICING BACKFIRES

by Daphne Liddle

THE GOVERNMENT is planning to use its most
draconian anti-terror legislation against a broad
coalition of groups – under the umbrella
organisation Camp for Climate Action – who are
assembling at a campsite close to Heathrow Air-
port for a massive but peaceful demonstration this
weekend.

• The camp being erected.

Our New Worker fund
this week has brought us
£591.92, bringing our Au-
gust total so far to £933.42
and leaving us with
£2066.58 to raise to meet
our £3,000 target by the
end of the month.

 We thank our London
Scot for a total of £15, a
Southall comrade has do-
nated £79.92, a Manches-
ter supporter has contrib-
uted £10 and a Croydon
friend has sent £15.

 All the rest has come
from bankers’ orders and
we thank all the comrades
who contribute regularly
in this way.

 Stocks and shares
around the world seem to
be tumbling again – capi-
talism is in trouble again
because it is coming to an
end of the profits it can
extract by pressing poor
people into never ending
debt.

 Crises and gross ex-
ploitation are part and par-
cel of the capitalist sys-
tem. It is greedy, aggres-
sive, unstable and very
cruel in its effects on
workers’ lives.

 Help us in our fight to
bring this system to an end
and replace it with peace
and socialism by sending
whatever you can to the
New Worker Fund, PO
Box 73, London SW11
2PQ.
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No protection

A New Worker reader
discovered a whinge on a
neo-nazi website from a
small group of supporters
who set out to stage a
counter demonstration to
Brighton’s Gay Pride march
on 4th of August with de-
mands to “bring back
Clause 28”.

 They complained the
police had allotted them an
unsuitable area to demon-
strate “….but it got worse.
With no barrier and only
two very disinterested cop-
pers, we were told to start
our demo there and then.

 “As soon as we put our
first banner up we were at-
tacked. We fought back
….until it got so out of hand
that the police ordered us
to leave… Hit by a plastic
bottle that had not been
opened, I was sporting a
black eye and broken
glasses… Considering ho-
mosexuals believe they
have been the victims of
discrimination and that

there (sic) freedoms have
been denied for so long, one
would have expected them to
understand our peaceful
protest…Not so, the evil ven-
omous bastards bombarded
us with missiles….”

Overworked

Workers in Britain have
the lowest entitlement to holi-
days of any country in Eu-
rope, according to a study by
the Incomes Data Services
published last week. Workers
here in theory are entitled to
20 days a year but many em-
ployers include the eight bank
holidays in this, giving work-
ers only 12 other days off.

 This compares to 39 days
in Germany, 38 in Austria, 36
in Sweden and 35 in Slovakia,
Luxembourg and France.

A short life

 The United States – the
richest country in the world –
is tumbling down the world

ratings list for life expectancy,
falling from 11th place to 42nd

in the last two decades. This
is attributed to a combination
of expensive health insurance
and an increasing rate of obe-
sity.

 The fall represents a huge
widening wealth gap – among
the really rich life expectancy
is soaring – while 45 million
have no health insurance.

 The life expectancy for
African Americans is 73.3
compared to 77.9 for whites.
Democrat Congressman Jim
McDermott said: “If you
aren’t part of the richest one
per cent, then you know you
are living one phone call, ac-
cident or illness away from fi-
nancial ruin because of a
medical crisis.”

Gone to pot

June Turnbell, aged 79,
has been banned from tend-
ing a village flower bed un-
less she displays “men at
work” signs, wears a fluores-

cent jacket and gets a look-
out.

 She spent eight years
perfecting the small parish
council plot in Urchfont,
paying for plants from her
own pension and helping
the place Best Kept Village
in Wiltshire.

 But officials at
Wiltshire County Council
spotted her working and
ruled it too risky because
of a bend in the road.

Speedy gone crazy

The Metropolitan Po-
lice Force is having to pay
automatic speeding fines
of £900 a day for speeding,
illegal parking and driving
the wrong way up one-
way streets.

 Officers blame the in-
crease of more that 33 per
cent on the previous year
on the increased use of
unmarked vehicles in co-
vert operations, which
make it difficult to trace the
circumstances of fixed
penalty notices.

GMB GENERAL Secretary
Paul Kenny has written to
Peter Hain MP, Secretary of
State for Work and Pensions,
asking for an investigation as
to why a public sector body,
Remploy, run by his depart-
ment, employed the lobby
company Portland PR run by
ex Downing Street press of-
ficer Tim Allen.

 The employment of this
company has come to light in
the context of Remploy seek-
ing to close 43 factories and
make 2,500 disabled workers
redundant.

 In his letter Paul Kenny
wrote as follows: “I would be
grateful if you would call for a
full investigation into why
Portland PR were employed
by Remploy, what they have
been doing, how much they
have been paid, and who they
report to.”

 He went on to say: “Can
you explain to me why
Remploy, which is obviously
under the complete and direct
control of the Department of
Work and Pensions (DWP)
and ultimately the Govern-
ment, have employed Portland
PR company, what their role
and function is, how much
they have been paid, and why
the Government has engaged
this particular company who
have a proven track record of
being engaged in anti-union
activities as were exposed by

the Employment Tribunal in
the North East last year.

 “Portland PR’s activities
with the particular company
in the North East against the
GMB and its right to represent
and have collective bargain-
ing arrangements for its mem-
bers in a distribution depot in
the North East, ultimately
cost the company involved,
which was Asda, £1 million at
an Employment Tribunal.

 “Portland’s major partner
is Tim Allen, who used to work

Answers demanded as Remploy
uses union busting PR firm

at Number 10 for the then
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and
it is inconceivable that
Remploy would need to hire a
PR firm in order to gain access
to Government Ministers or
policy makers, when in fact
Remploy is a wholly owned
arm of Government, adminis-
tered by a Board directly con-
nected to the DWP, to you as
the Secretary of State, to the
Cabinet and to the Prime Min-
ister.

 “Why would the Depart-

ment for Work and Pensions
pay money to such a lobby-
ing PR firm?”

 Before the redundancies
were announced in May 2007
four charities – Leonard
Cheshire, Radar, Mencap,
Mind, the National Institute
for Deaf People, and Scope
wrote a letter to the Guard-
ian supporting the closure of
the factories.

The trade unions suspect
that Portland PR was involved
in this letter.

STRIKING social care
workers in Glasgow
returned to work on
Monday after voting to
accept a new offer
from the council.

The move puts an end
to the long-running dis-
pute over pay and grad-
ing, which has seen
more than 550 social

care staff in the city on
strike since 24th July.

 They were angry about
the results of a job evalua-
tion that didn’t reflect the re-
sponsibilities of the job they
carry out.

 The improved offer fol-
lows lengthy negotiations
between the public sector
union Unison and the coun-
cil. It gives all but a handful

of workers the grading they
were seeking.

 Mike Kirby, the union’s
Glasgow convenor, said:
“The new offer delivers the
grade five that our members
felt best reflected the re-
sponsibilities they carry
out. The proposal also
leaves open the details on
how people will progress
beyond the initial salary,

Glasgow strike resolved
and this will be the sub-
ject of further negotia-
tion.”

He added: “The soli-
darity of the members on
strike was instrumental
in delivering the key ob-
jective that they sought.
They have a right to be
satisfied with the out-
come of their action.”

• Marching for Remploy jobs.

Brown�s
hundred days

AUGUST HAS COME round again and the
bourgeois media try to fill their columns with
silly season gossip now that Parliament is in
recess. Devastating floods and a foot-and-
mouth outbreak have at least spared us too
many great white shark sightings and learned
discussions about the weather have to now
take global warming into account. But specu-
lation on an early election is growing as
Brown’s star rises and the Tories slump in
the opinion polls.

Though we can take some satisfaction at the
fact that working people have seen through
Cameron’s spin, the fact that Labour has a 10
point lead over the Tories simply because it is no
longer led by Tony Blair is a warning to all those
campaigning to defeat the right-wing within the
labour movement.

Whether Gordon Brown calls a snap election
in the autumn after the conference season or, as
seems more likely, waits till next spring is irrel-
evant. The key issue is what will appear on the
Labour manifesto and whether there’ll be any
departure from the class-collaborationist policies
of the last 10 years of “New Labour” govern-
ment.

 If the first weeks of the Brown government
are anything to go by the answer is very little.
The Government clearly intends to continue the
privatisation of the health service and what’s left
of the public sector as a whole.

All the past Labour governments of the 20th

century, and remember the first was in 1924, have
been led by right-wing social democrats and they
always sought to align themselves with the bour-
geoisie. In the post-war period Attlee, Wilson and
Callaghan introduced reforms beneficial to the
working class that were also broadly acceptable
to the ruling class as a whole. Blair, however al-
lied himself only with the most venal and reac-
tionary elements within the bourgeoisie who be-
lieve that British imperialism can only be protected
in servile alliance with the United States and turned
his back on those in favour of European integra-
tion.

Brown wants to return to the traditional post-
war bourgeois consensus to restore the trans-At-
lantic “bridge” between American and Franco-
German imperialism that was the pivot of British
foreign policy under all past Tory and Labour gov-
ernments since 1945 until Blair came along.

No worker benefits from this one way or the
other. Billions will still be spent on replacing Tri-
dent with new weapons of mass destruction. Brit-
ish troops will still play the sepoy for imperialism
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Pensioners will continue
to struggle to survive on their meagre pensions
and millions of workers in Britain will fight to keep
a roof over their heads, while rich parasites head
off for their season in the sun.

The rich have their agenda and so have the
working class. Most workers know what sort of
world they want. Unfortunately many of them be-
lieve it’s unattainable and that they are powerless
to bring about change. That’s what the ruling class
think and that’s what they want us to believe.

We have to prove them wrong by stepping up
the mass anti-war campaign for an immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of all British troops from
Iraq and Afghanistan. We have to prove them
wrong by building the fight-back in the unions and
the Labour Party that the union’s largely fund.

We have to prove them wrong by building a
militant communist movement based on Marxism-
Leninism that elevates the communist ideal and
the socialist cause that will, sooner or later, end
the exploitative and oppressive capitalist system
once and for all.
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Pension
strike at
helicopter
plant
NEARLY 2,000 workers at
the Westland helicopter
plant in Yeovil began the first
of four 24 hour strikes on
Monday in a dispute over pro-
posed pension changes.

 Workers are angry at
company plans to close the
final salary pension scheme to
new employees and a pro-
posed change to the way the
company calculate pension-
able pay.

 Technical, clerical and
shop floor workers at Augusta
Westland’s two divisions in
Yeovil, Westland Helicopter
Limited and Westland Trans-
mission, are taking strike ac-
tion.

ongoing

Unite members at the
plant are also began an ongo-
ing overtime ban from Mon-
day.

 The union has been in
talks with the company on the
pension situation since 2006
but has said Westland’s had
proved unmovable on the
two fundamental issues for
members.

 Unite Regional Officer,
Colin Rose, said: “Our
member’s are happy to make
greater contributions to the
scheme but we cannot accept
a proposal to backdate the
pensionable pay arrange-
ments or to prevent new mem-
bers from joining the scheme.

 “If implemented, these
changes would have the com-
bined effect of reducing the
value of contributions already
made and creating a two-tier
workforce at Augusta
Westland.

 “Strike action is an abso-
lute last resort but we need to
make clear to the company that
our member’s are determined
to protect these two funda-
mental principles.”

 The Westland pension
scheme has a deficit of £94
million. A further three 24 hour
strikes are planned for the 29th

August, 11th and 27th Septem-
ber.

Student
debt
at record
levels
STUDENTS are racking up
record debts of £6,000 in
their first year and face the
prospect of graduating with
debts bigger than £17,500 ac-
cording to figures published
on Push.co.uk – an
organisation that provides a
comprehensive guide for new
students.

 The report covers stu-
dents who signed up for
courses in the first year of the
new, higher top-up fees of
£3,000 a year. In fact on aver-
age they ended the year with
debts of £5,586.

 Estimates based on an-
other survey predict that in
three years’ time one in 10
graduates will face bank-
ruptcy and that all graduates
will face an 11-year “debt sen-
tence”.

 The figures, based on a
survey of 2,000 students,
came just as thousands of
young people are assessing
their A-level results and de-
ciding whether to go to uni-
versity.

unequivocally

National Union of Stu-
dents president Gemma
Tumelty said: “It shows un-
equivocally that graduate
debt is increasing because of
the introduction of top-up
fees.

 “Graduates are facing
ever more difficult choices
over whether to invest, start
a family, get on the first rung
of the mortgage ladder, start a
pension and, of course, which
career path to take.”

 The figures are likely to
get worse as accommodation
fees are expected to rise this
year.

 Total student debt has
risen by 167 per cent from £1.2
billion to £3.2 billion in the
past decade.

 Another study revealed
that young people who opt to
go on vocational courses
rather than to university will
be £70,000 better off than their
graduate contemporaries by
the time they have completed
their degrees at 21.

a real issue

A spokesperson for Uni-
versities UK, representing
university voce-chancellors,
said: “Fear of debt is a real is-
sue that concerns universi-
ties,” but added that “alarm-
ist headlines do not help pro-
spective students”.

 Currently 82 per cent of
students preparing to start
courses in September are also
seeking paid employment
while studying.

 One graduate said he had
had to defer a one-year post
graduate teaching course in
order to work in a supermar-
ket and other places in order
to pay off some of his debt.
He has returned to live in his
parents’ home to cut costs.

 Another graduate who
got a 2:1 degree claims: “If I
hadn’t had to work, I think I
could have done better and
got a first. The debt was
mainly down to student loan
I had to take out to get through
the course. I don’t know how
long it will take to pay it back.

 “You have to start pay-
ing it back when you ear
£15,000 a year.”

THE COMMONS Education
Select Committee last week
warned that Government
plans to rebuild and refur-
bish schools through private
finance initiative (PFI)
schemes will leave taxpayers
with a multi-million pound tax
bill.

 Half of the Government’s
flagship £45 billion plans to
modernise school buildings
in England are to be paid for
using PFI schemes.

 The MPs warn that this
will lock MPs into 30-year
contracts with companies that
charge huge mark-ups for ba-
sic maintenance. If a school
closes before the end of the
contract, the council would
have to spend millions in com-
pensation to the PFI firm.

 Recently in Brighton a
PFI school closed after just
three years, leaving the local
authority to pay £4.5 million
to release itself from the con-
tract with Jarvis.

 In the north of Ireland
education authorities are le-
gally obliged to pay £7.4 mil-
lion over the next 20 years to
“maintain” a PFI school that
closed this summer.

 Councillors in Essex are
preparing to meet a similar
huge bill after a decision to
close Bishops Park College
only two years after the new

building was completed under
a public-private deal.

 The Commons Education
Select Committee warns that
a large number of new PFI
deals present a serious threat
to taxpayers. And it called on
the newly formed Department
for Children, Schools and
Families to “make a clear pub-
lic statement” on how many

PFI schools have closed pre-
maturely and how much this
has cost the public and how
it monitors schools at risk of
closure.

 Labour MP for Blackpool
South Gordon Marsden, a
member of the committee,
said: “We should think very
hard about entering into these
agreements which have major

NHS dental
costs
higher than
private
THE PRICE of some NHS
dental treatments is now
higher than the going rate for
private treatment after recent
changes introduced in a new
Government contract for den-
tistry.

 The price of a filling on
the NHS is now £43.60 while
some surgeries charge £35 for
the same treatment given on
a private basis.

 The Government changes
were intended to simplify
charging and patients pay a
flat rate of £43.60 for fillings,
whether there is just one to
be done or six, while the pri-
vate system charges for each
filling.

 Recent official figures
show that 47,000 fewer pa-
tients have been treated since
the new contract came into
force in April 2006 and 500
dentists have left the NHS.

OFFICIAL inspections at 377
NHS and private hospitals
showed that 173 – 46 per cent
– were failing to meet basic
standards of cleanliness.
Eleven of these had experi-
enced a vermin or pest prob-
lem and 57 employed cater-
ing staff who had inadequate
personal hygiene and 18
stocked out of date food.

 Sixty-eight did not meet
the legal minimum standard
for food storage and 66 were

STRIKE action closes Crown
Post Offices in high streets
around Britain last Monday
and Wednesday afternoons in
protest at plans to relocate 70
branches inside nearby
branches of WH Smith.

 The industrial action, by
members of the Communica-
tion Workers’ Union (CWU),
was a different but linked dis-
pute to the current fight for
pay and against job cuts in
the Royal Mail.

 The CWU says that thou-
sands of staff were involved
in Monday’s strike.

WH Smith announced in
July that Post Office fran-
chises would open in 70 of its
high street stores, following
a trial in six outlets.

 The union has suspended
its Royal Mail strike

HEALTH staff in Manchester
belonging to the public sec-
tor union Unison are to vote
on strike action over the sus-
pension of a union official.

 Community mental health
nurse Karen Reissmann was
suspended from Manchester
Mental Health and Social Care
Trust last month after leading
industrial action in protest at
changes at the trust.

 Now her colleagues could
walk out again in support of
her and to condemn their man-
agers’ actions.

 Steve Stott, regional of-
ficer for Unison, said: “We
have given formal notice to the
employers that we will ballot
on industrial action.

 “We will be asking staff
the straightforward question
– do they want to strike in sup-
port of Karen. This has come
from them and she has a
groundswell of support
among her colleagues.

 “It is important that we
protect Unison members and
activists’ rights to speak out
and to express their opinions,
otherwise there will never be

PROGRESSIVE campaign-
ers in Manchester are band-
ing together to demand a me-
morial for the infamous
Peterloo massacre, where 11
people were killed in 1819,
including a women and child,
and many more injured after
the local militia mounted a
full cavalry attack on a peace-
ful protest meeting to demand
voting rights for all.

 There are mugs and
candlesnuffers in museums
saying “Do not forget 1819”
and school essay questions
going back to the earliest days
of exams, but the site of one
of Britain’s greatest social
upheavals is still marked only
by a modest – and only par-
tially true – blue plaque.

 The campaigners want
“prominent, accurate and re-
spectful” memorial to the brief

MPs warn of soaring PFI
school building costs

implications for the local tax
payer if the school is shut.

 “These deals are very ex-
pensive and highly variable –
they need to be gone over
with a fine toothcomb.”

Strike looms to defend
nurse who spoke out

any meaningful consulta-
tion.”

Reissmann, 48, from
Hulme, led colleagues in a se-
ries of protests against
changes at the trust over the
last 12 months.

She was suspended on
15th June – the same day she
was told she had won a pro-
motion.

 She was told she faces
charges of seriously affecting
the reputation of the care
trust; behaviour undermining
their confidence in her as an
employee; and that she was
suspected of misusing her
time as a community psychi-
atric nurse.

 She has been particularly
critical of the transfer of NHS
services to the voluntary sec-
tor and is facing legal action
over her comments published
in a social enterprise magazine
in January.

 The strike ballot will take
place in two to three weeks
and any action could not take
place until the union had
given the trust two weeks no-
tice.

storing food at the wrong tem-
perature, which can encour-
age the growth of bacteria.

 The 377 hospitals in-
spected included nine private
hospitals, of which six had at
least one area of concern.

 The report came to light
after a Freedom of Information
request submitted to a quar-
ter of all English local authori-
ties requesting health inspec-
tion reports into food prepa-
ration in hospitals.

Poor hygiene in
hospital kitchens

mayhem known to history as
the Peterloo massacre.

 “It’s ridiculous that all we
have is this euphemistic
plaque. We intend to commis-
sion a sculpture in the end,
but in the meanwhile, let’s get
people talking.”

 The project is backed by
local trade unions, and
Labour and Liberal Democrat
politicians who say the occa-
sion has for too long been
treated “as a secret”.

 “Even people who know
the history come to
Manchester and fail to find
out where Peterloo hap-
pened,” said Derek Clarke,
secretary of Greater
Manchester Trade Union
Councils. “I arrived from
north Wales to work here, and
it took me ages to pin down
the actual site.”

Memorial for Peterloo?

Strike to defend
Crown Post Offices

programme pending the out-
come of talks.

 But the Post Office strike
went ahead. The CWU nego-
tiating team met with Post Of-
fice boss Alan Cook and his
POL team on the 8th and 9th
August to try and find a way
forward that would allow
meaningful negotiations to
take place to resolve the dis-
pute at POL.

 Further talks were held
on 10th August, however
while some progress was
made it was insufficient.
Therefore, all scheduled
strikes at POL Crown Offices
went ahead as planned, on
Monday 13th August from
2.30pm until completion of
duties and on Wednesday
15th August from 3.30pm un-
til completion of duties

• Campaigning against PFI.



Features

17 August 2007Page 4 THE NEW WORKER

• Abduljabbar al Kubaysi.

• The resistance is winning.

• Grinning US troops deal with prisoners.

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi, an
influential political leader
of the Iraqi resistance and
secretary-general of the
Iraqi Patriotic Alliance
(IPA), was imprisoned by
the US occupation forces
from September 2004 to
December 2005. He talked
to Willi Langthaler of the
Anti-Imperialist Camp in
Paris last month about the
current situation in Iraq.

Willi Langthaler: The Eu-
ropean media talk about a sec-
tarian civil war in Iraq. What
is really happening?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi :
Actually the US occupiers, as
well as the government imposed
by them, are pushing for this sec-
tarian civil war. Also the Irani-
ans have an interest in this as they
are looking for a federation in the
South as well. they are attempt-
ing to make the Sunni, the Chris-
tians and the Mandeans [small
Gnostic sect] leave to have a
purely Shia zone. Under the con-
ditions of war this sectarian drive
has an immediate effect. The US
uses this as an argument to stay
in Iraq as they claim that they
would be needed to settle this
strife.

There is, however, so much
evidence that the intelligence ser-
vices of the United States and
Iraq as well as of the Iranian gov-
ernment are the real source of
the violence. They plant bombs
or pack them into cars which are
then detonated by remote control
or by helicopter in both Shia and
Sunni areas, deliberately killing
civilians not involved in politics.
Thus, they try to spark the sec-
tarian conflict.

In the beginning the media
used to check on the site of the
blast and often eye-witnesses
contradicted the official version
that a person blew himself up.
Now they  cordon off the area
and impede the questioning of
locals. They want to have the
news spread that militants did the
massacre when it was the gov-
erning forces or the US who
planted explosive loads. In most
of the cases there is no suicide
bomber. In these cases you can
be sure that the ruling coalition is
involved.

Another example: they
changed the name of an impor-
tant road in the Al Adhamiye dis-
trict in Baghdad from a Sunni
religious figure to a Shia one dur-
ing the night. It was the Shia com-
munity of al Adhamiye itself  who
changed it back to its original
name. Then they came again
with their Hummers…

But actually they have not
succeeded in creating a rift be-
tween Sunnis and Shias. Yes, in
official politics there is the Sunni
Islamic Party, which is with the
Americans, and the Shia bloc,
which is with Iran and the US,
but they have not succeeded in
pushing the ordinary people to go
along with them. Here and there,
there might be some minor con-
flicts but in substance the broad
masses on both sides insist that
they are Iraqis regardless of their
religious beliefs.

Look to Najaf and see the
positions of the Arab Shia Aya-
tollahs who continue to advocate
national unity and oppose the oc-

Iraq resistance:
an inside view

cupation. Or look to Diyala prov-
ince which is composed of 50 per
cent Shia and 50 per cent Sunnis
and at the same time is a strong
base of the resistance. Two big
Shia tribes, al Buhishma and the
followers of Ayatollah Abdul
Karim al Moudheris, are with the
resistance and everybody knows
it. The Ayatollah’s son fell in com-
bat. He was the leader of a big
tribal contingent of the resis-
tance.

 In Baquba, the provincial
capital, they cannot do the same
cleansing as in Basra with the
Sunnis or as in Amara with the
Mandeans. In Baquba both Shia
and Sunnis support the resistance.
Certainly there are attacks by the
different resistance groups on the
Iraqi government agencies, the
US army, Iranian forces and the
Shia parties and militias like the

Mahdi Army which are inside the
political process, but you will not
hear of sectarian killings.

Here is another example: Tal
Afar in the north-west of Iraq
near Mosul. Between 50 and 70
per cent of its population is Shia.
Nevertheless it is one of the capi-
tals of the resistance.

It lies in the interest of the
West and Iran to make the con-
flict look like a sectarian one. Not
only does the US wants to justify
its presence by saying it is seek-
ing to impede a sectarian civil war,
but so does Iran. The Iranians
want not only to grab the South
but they also want to have

Baghdad and therefore purge it
from Sunnis. With their alliance
with the Kurds in the North this
would suffice to control the coun-
try.

But we do not believe that
these plans will work out. There
are very big tribes in the Arab
world and in Iraq, which span the
entire country from the North to
the South like the Jibouri, whose
people live from Nasseria to
Mosul, the Shamari and the
Azouwi. Most of them include
both Shia and Sunnis. There are
some smaller tribes that belong
only to one sect but most of the
bigger ones are mixed and the
inter-confessional marriages con-
tinue unabated.

They did not succeed in im-
planting sectarian strife into the
base of the society. It remains on
the surface of the parties which
co-operate with the US occupa-
tion. In the big towns they also
find some ignorant lumpen ele-
ments who they can instigate. But
they will not be able to build ma-
jor political blocs based on sect
affiliation – which is the declared
US intention.

Willi Langthaler : At the on-
set, the Americans set all their
hopes on the Shia political par-
ties but later they discovered
that the situation ran out of
their control. So they developed
the strategy which was called
redirection – trying to bring in
Sunni forces and also sections
of the resistance. Did these ef-
forts yield any results?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi : As
time went by, the US realised that
their allies’ loyalty goes only to
Iran. Many of them are even Ira-
nians. For example right now 13
MPs are officers in the Iranian
army. Or, in the former “Govern-
ing Council”, only six members
out of 25 were Arabs, both Sunnis
and Shia. Another eight were Ira-
qis belonging to minorities. So the
majority were real foreigners. The
al Hakim family are for example
from Isfahan [the third biggest
city in Iran]. Only some years

ago al Hakim [Shia cleric and
supporter of the puppet regime]
was still called Abdul Aziz al
Isfahani.

It was the US neo-cons who
introduced the model of religious
and ethnic division. They delib-
erately wanted to create Shia
rule as they wanted to have a
minority in power, a minority with
regard to the entire Arab world,
which they thought to be able to
better stir and control.

They originally planned to con-
tinue their campaign to Damascus
and install the Sunni Muslim
Brotherhood there. So Damascus
would have supported the Iraqi
Sunnis while Tehran would have
done the same for the Iraqi Shia
and the war would have carried
on for decades – not on the base
of anti-imperialism but on sectar-
ian grounds. But the Iraqi resis-
tance foiled these plans.

The Iraqi resistance sprang up
rapidly and gained strength so the
Americans recognised that they
could not cope with them only by
military means. This is the main
reason for their strategic shift.
They designed the political pro-
cess and brought in the Sunni Is-
lamic Party. They intended to dry
the lake where the resistance
fishes swim. But soon the influ-
ence of the Islamic Party evapo-
rated and their leaders have fled
to the Green Zone or abroad.

At the same time they
realised that the Iranians had
deeply penetrated into the state
apparatus beyond the confines of
the game. So they moved to also
curb this process.

Willi Langthaler : What is
the situation of the resistance
both in a political and a mili-
tary sense?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi :
The resistance is still gaining
strength. Judging by numbers
alone they rose from a few thou-
sand to where they now exceed
over 100,000 fighters. Their com-
bat capabilities increased as well.
But they could also develop in-
telligence structures penetrating
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• Inside the ‘safe’ Green Zone US troops carry away the remains of their comrades.

• Saddam was defiant to the end.

• US vetrans demand an end to the war.

the Iraqi army and police but also
sometimes the environment of the
US army. So altogether the sys-
tem of resistance includes some
400,000 people.

The US army and its allies are
really demoralised. While the re-
sistance fights to liberate its coun-
try they only fight for money. Thus
they are becoming more and
more savage. They increased
the numbers not only of direct US
troops, but also of mercenary
forces, which are even more bar-
barian. Taken alogether they con-
sist maybe of some one million
troops.

Look to the US losses re-
leased by the Pentagon itself
which are obviously sugar-
coated. If you disregard the
months of special military opera-
tions, like against Fallujah or Tal
Afar, you can see a clear ten-
dency. At the beginning you had
some 50 US soldiers killed by the
month, then later it was up to 80
and now some 100 get killed
each month.

The resistance is now a real
popular movement; it is a culture
among the people. Everybody
contributes their share. And the
fact that no government helps us
also has its good side. If they
would pay then you have always
corruption. The typical Arab
façade would have been erected.
Now, instead, there is no excuse.
Every section is responsible for
itself, to organise its people, to
train them, to plan the attacks, to
raise money and so forth.

Politically the resistance has
also taken some steps forward.
At the beginning there were hun-
dreds of groups but people un-
derstand the necessity of unity.
Now we can say that there are
eight main groups. What has so
far not been achieved is a uni-
fied political command, which
remains one of the main tasks
ahead.

Willi Langthaler : There are
reports of armed clashes be-
tween resistance groups and
forces related to al Qaeda…

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi :
Let us remember that the West
started by insulting the resistance,
calling it “foreigners” and follow-
ers of the old regime. They
wanted to imply that the resis-
tance had no connection to the
Iraqi people. Actually the resis-
tance sprang up at the grass-
roots level to defend its identity
against the enormous provoca-
tions of US neo-colonialism. They
were former soldiers, tribesmen,
nationally and religiously inspired
people who acted in their imme-
diate environment. It was neither
foreigners nor Baathists who
were the driving force in the be-
ginning although the Baathists
were participating in the resis-
tance.

The way the US deposed
Saddam was seen as an attack
against all Iraqis including those
who opposed him. To be honest
eventually Saddam personally
played an important role in lead-
ing his people into resistance. He
did not try to save himself by hid-
ing as was being reported. No,
he went from city to city, from
Tikrit to Samarra, Anbar and also
Baghdad. He contacted sheikhs,
officers and so on. He said that
they should resist – not for him
as a president, but for the nation
and for Islam. He asked them
even to stop using his portrait as
a rallying symbol. Only in the fol-
lowing months Baath  were able

to reorganise as a party and join
the resistance as such. From the
point of view of the resistance it
was great luck that he eluded
capture for a long time.

              Regarding al
Qaeda, in the first two years no
such thing existed under this
name, and even the Americans
mainly spoke of foreigners infil-
trating from outside and espe-
cially from Syria. They tried to
create a pretext to attack Syria,
although Damascus did abso-
lutely nothing to help the resis-
tance. On the contrary they did
200 per cent what Washington
dictated to them to avert an ag-
gression against them  – at least
in the first months.

In the first two years they
were a very limited force with
maybe 1,000 to 1,500 fighters
coming from inside and outside.
Also the level of military activity
was not very high. In a time frame
of two years they themselves
claimed a total of some 800 at-
tacks while the resistance was
carrying out 800 attacks a week.

Later they steadily gained
ground and they still keep grow-
ing. They have a lot of money but
they do not spend it on a luxury
life, but live a very decent life on
minimum needs dedicating every-
thing to the struggle, which shows
very serious and attractive
behaviour. They spend the money
on the struggle. Most of the
youths join them not for their ide-
ology but because they offer a
place to resist.

In the East you do not need
to write books to convince
people. If your personal life style
is congruent with your mission
you will convince people.

When America started the
“political process” it eventually
came to the benefit of al Qaeda.
Those joining the political process
argued that unless they did so the
Iranians would take over and in
this way they would only co-op-
erate for a short period and then
they would kick the Americans
out as well. Of course they
failed. Al Qaeda argued in a very
principled way that only pro-
tracted armed struggle will ad-
vance their cause and reality con-
firmed their way of thinking, their
trend.

They offered also money to
some resisting tribes with a strong
Muslim identity which needed
these resources for their struggle.
Thus they created a coalition of
six groups, one al Qaeda and five
local groups. That gave them a
big push. They were not big
forces like the Islamic Army but

they still had roots in Ramadi,
Falluja, Haditha and so forth.
They call their coalition the
Mujahideen Shura Council. They
continue to use this label rather
than al Qaeda.

They have a lot of resources
and a steady supply from the out-
side while the other groups get
next to nothing from outside. To-

day maybe we can say that al
Qaeda is the first organisation of
the resistance. They go sepa-
rately from the others but never-
theless in each city there is a kind
of council to co-ordinate military
action, to chalk out a plan of de-
fence.

Islam is a weapon to make the
people rise up. The Islamic his-

tory, the Islamic figures, the Is-
lamic culture is used to push the
people to fight because the people
consider Islam as their identity.
National and religious symbols
are being mixed. The Koran says
that if Islamic land is attacked by
foreigners, armed resistance is
obligatory. This is undeniably
common sense. Jihad [holy war]
becomes a Muslim duty for the
people being occupied by foreign
invaders as much as fasting and
praying.

So all the resistance groups,
whether Islamic or not, use this
spirit as a tool to mobilise and
raise the people. Take for ex-
ample the statements of the
Baath Party and of Izzat al Duri
personally. Judging by his lan-
guage you would believe him to
be an extreme Islamist. But this
does not mean that all of them
are really Islamists.

The entire environment is Is-
lamic. You will not attract young
people with Marxist or national-
ist calls. Wherever young people
go you will find Islamic sentiment
and spirit dominating. This indi-
rectly favours al Qaeda. People
who join them do not feel they
are doing something unusual as
the general conditions are Is-
lamic. On the contrary they be-
lieve they are acting consistently.

Willi Langthaler : But what
about the sectarian attacks?
Doesn’t al Qaeda bear at least
partial responsibility for them?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi :
The responsibility lies with the
[puppet] government, both with
its Shia and Sunni components,
the US, Israel and Iran. As far
as the attacks attributed to al
Qaeda by the West are con-
cerned, one has to subtract 95 per
cent. And for the remaining five
per cent you hear only a part of
the truth. Sometimes al Qaeda
responds to governmental or mi-
litia attacks on Sunni areas by
attacking Shia areas.

continued on page 7
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Until 3 September
Exhibition: Artists, art &
culture of north Korea. La
Galleria, 5b Pall Mall, Royal
Opera Arcade, London SW1Y
4UY.
TUESDAY 21 August
Slavery Remembrance Day.
Memorial lecture: Dr Molefi
Asante - Origins of Chattel
Slavery. 5.30pm, Liverpool
Town Hall.
THURSDAY 23 August
Slavery Remembrance Day.
12-3pm, Afican food & family
activities, Otterspool Prom-
enade, Liverpool. 1pm
liberation on the waterfront,
1.30pm music and drama.
10am-7pm, opening of the
International Slavery Museum,
Albert Dock, Liverpool.
FRIDAY 31 August
Nablusi children’s orchestra
charity concert of Palestinian
music. 6pm, Manchester

University Students Union
Council Chambers. £5/£3.
SATURDAY 1 September
CND conference: US missile
defence - towards a new cold
war? 10-5pm, SOAS,
Thornhaugh St, London WC1.
020 7700 2393.
SUNDAY 2 September
Burston Strike School Rally.
11-4.30pm, Church Green,
Burston near Dis, Norfolk.
Unite, Sertuc.
MONDAY 3 September
Brent Stop the War public
meeting. 7.30pm, Brent Trades
& Labour Hall, 375 High Rd,
Willesden NW10 2JR.

THURSDAY 20 September
New Worker public meeting:
Peoples Struggles in South
Asia. 7pm, Marchmont Street
Community Centre, London
WC1 (near Russell Square
tube).

Dear Comrades

It is an absolute disgrace
that the new coalition of
Plaid and Labour want to
turn Wales into the world’s
university of war.

 Earlier this year Rhodri
Morgan and Plaid Cymru
raised champagne glasses to
celebrate a defence contract
worth £14 billion to create a
“training academy” based at
RAF St. Athans, South
Wales.

 This innocent sounding
military academy will be
jointly run by the RAF and
Matrix Consortium – a
company that includes
Raytheon, one of the
world’s largest missile
producers.

 Its weapons of depleted
uranium have caused
hundreds of thousands of
deaths with cancers and
other diseases. The cluster
bombs which dropped on
Lebanon last year are still
killing many children who
are attracted by its toy-like
appearance. Another use for
Raytheon’s new heat ray
weapons is in interrogation
and torture.

  The new military
academy will train people
from all over the world in all
forms of warfare, including

FRIENDS and
comrades gathered
in London last
Saturday to celebrate
the 91 st birthday of
veteran communist
Jack Shapiro at
Southall’s Saklatvala
Hall. Guests included
members from the
Democratic Korean
and Chinese
embassies and the
Xinhua news agency.

Organised by the
CPGB (ML), tributes
were given by Harpal
Brar and Keith Bennett,
who is a friend of the
Shapiro family, and
others who spoke of
Jack’s life-long
commitment to
socialism and solidarity
with the Chinese and
Korean people.

• Jack Shapiro, Harpal Brar and Keith Bennett.

30th Anniversary
Fighting Fund Appeal
The New Worker  has always been in the forefront in

the struggle for peace and socialism. Down the years
we have spotlighted the struggles within the interna-
tional communist and national liberation movements.
We have opposed fascism and racism at home and

abroad and defended working class rights and
interests. We fight for working class unity and work
to build a bolshevik British communist party that can

prepare the class for the struggles to come.
We need to raise £30,000 for the fighting fund.  We

want a £1,000 for every year of our existence but we
don’t want to take 30 years to do it! We are appealing
to all our supporters to make that extra contribution

to the struggle to hit this target by the end of the year.

I wish to make a donation to the New Worker 30 th Anniversary
appeal and enclose a cheque/postal order for:

£………………...............................
if you would like a receipt please add your name and address

Name:……………………………………..............................
Address…………………………………..............................
…………………………………………….............................
…………………………………………….............................
Post to New Worker, PO Box 73, London SW11 2PQ.

nuclear weapons.
 The Assembly promised

last year that lucrative
private financial initiatives
would be kept to the
minimum.

 Believe you me; this
private finance initiative
project will be the daddy of
them all. But the 5,000 new
jobs promised for Wales will
never materialise. Wales will
provide the cleaners and low
paid jobs; most of the rest
will be brought in from
outside the area.

 The plans for St Athans
will make Wales a target for
terrorism, and will stretch its
resources and public
services to the limit.

 In the early 80’s I and
many other peace campaign-
ers rejoiced when all of
Wales joined the nuclear
free forum of local authori-
ties.

 Who speaks for us
down at the Assembly now?
Not Labour, not Plaid
Cymru, not the Tories and
most certainly not the Lib
Dems who unashamedly did
their very best to jump into
bed with the Tories in order
to form their “rainbow
coalition”.

  The fight back for
peace and justice will be left
to CND Cymru and other
peace groups, and the
Wales Local Government
Nuclear Free Forum of which

LETTERS

Dear Comrades

I note (NW1448, Say no
more) that the religious are out
recruiting in cyber space sites

Caerphilly County Borough
Council is a member.

Yours faithfully,
  Ray Davies,
  Vice Chair
  CND Cymru.

such as “Second Life”.
Come on comrades! Let’s

not be out done! The Com-
munist Party of the Second
Life sounds quite good – The
Socialist Republic of the Sec-
ond Life sounds even better!

Workers on the World
Wide Web, unite!

Comradely,
Kevin Bell,
central London.
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They want to show the
Sunni population that they
can defend them and con-
vince them not to flee. They
thus want to foil the plan to
drive the Sunnis out of
Baghdad which is intended to
be part of the Southern Shia
federal entity. This is what the
Shia parties, Iran and in the
beginning also by the US
want.

But this is not [al Qaeda’s]
strategy and it has happened
only few times in the last year
in response to big attacks.
And for every attack they take
the full responsibility. They
direct a call to the wise people
among the Shias: stop the
crimes which are being com-
mitted in your name, other-
wise you will have to bear the
responsibility as well. We are
able to strike back with ten
times the force.

I do not want to defend
this approach, but we need to
restore the facts from the dis-
tortions by the West.

There is another striking
example. Al Qaeda started in
Fallujah as the entire resis-
tance started there. While it
is a 100 per cent Sunni town,
right after the beginning of the
occupation about 12,000
Shiite families from the South
took refuge in Fallujah and
Ramadi because they were
accused of being Baathist. I
was not only an eyewitness,
but also involved in
organising the relief for them.

They were helped by the
ordinary population because
they regarded them as being
with the resistance. Even to-
day about 20,000 Shia refu-
gees remain in Fallujah and
not a single sectarian hostile
act – not even by al Qaeda –
has been observed.

There certainly are quar-
rels between the resistance
groups over domination,
which is normal, but not on
the basis of religion.

Willi Langthaler : Two
years ago you founded the
Patriotic Islamic National
Front comprising the Baath
Party, the Iraqi Communist
Party (Central Command)
and the Iraqi Patriotic Alli-
ance. There are several reli-
gious figures both Sunni and
Shia who support you, but
until now the big military
formations of the resistance
do not appear to be repre-
sented by your front. Is the
time still not ripe for such a
front?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi : It
is an exclusively political front
and not a military one. That
does not mean that there are
no relations but we confine
ourselves strictly to the po-
litical level. Regarding the Is-
lamic military forces you must
understand that they were
built as military resistance
groups and did not have any
political representation. We
are not interested to recruit
this group or that leader.

No, we are in a compre-
hensive dialogue with all of
them with the proposal to form
a unified political command of
the resistance set against the
so-called political process.
Maybe it will go the other way
round that a co-ordination is
formed and we will join them.
Our aim is not to show our

role, but to create this politi-
cal unification.

Whenever we seem to be
very close to accomplishing
this, something happens
which impedes its advance-
ment. We also know what is
behind it. It is the influence
and the meddling of the adja-
cent Arab regimes. And as far
as al Qaeda is concerned, they
always want to remain sepa-
rate and they are not included
in this process.

Willi Langthaler : During
all these years of the resis-
tance, there has been the
problem of the ambiguous
behaviour of the movement
of Muqtada al Sadr, who on
the one hand became the
main pillar of the govern-
ment and a driving force of
the sectarian killing, but on
the other hand speaks
against the occupation,
against the American im-
posed federative constitution
and even against the sectar-
ian strife. As he leads the
most important section of the
poor people how do you be-
lieve it possible to bring at
least sections of his follow-
ers to join the resistance?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi :
Contrary to the opinion of
most of our friends, at the be-
ginning I always stressed that
his movement is very broad
and that many Baathists,
Marxists and nationalists
joined it to protect themselves
against the Iranian militias.
Maybe half of his movement
comes from other political en-
vironments and were not fol-
lowers of his cleric family. So
whatever mistakes he made I
thought we could count on
these people to rectify them
or at least some of them.

 Secondly, most of his fol-
lowers are very poor but at the
same time they are also un-
educated. This is, of course,
a double-edged sword. Unlike
the other Shia parties the so-
cial background of al Sadr’s
base is not wealthy merchants
who might speak one day
against the occupation and
the next day sign profitable
contracts with the United
States. Their opposition to the
occupation is real.

I believe that finally he
has been pushed and cheated
by his allies in Iran, mainly
Ayatollah Kazem Haeri, who
is the successor of his uncle,
and in Lebanon by Hezbollah.

Hezbollah  visited him three
times advocating that he
should follow the line applied
in Lebanon of participating in
the political process, running
for parliament, seizing posi-
tions in the state apparatus
and especially in the army,
thus enabling the construc-
tion of a strong party. Other-
wise al Hakim would take over
and dominate by the use of
those resources. This is why
he ran on the [election] list of
his arch enemy al Hakim

Everybody knows that his
father was assassinated on
the order of Hakim, although
officially Saddam is being
blamed. Muqtada originally
also heavily attacked them
including Ayatollah al Sistani
for co-operating with the US,
declaring them even unbe-
lievers. This is why they con-
spired with the pro-consul
Bremer [first American occu-
pation governor] to kill him.
Actually the US really at-
tacked him heavily. Under this
pressure he backed down
fearing to be extinguished.

His claim that he is op-

posed to the constitution [of
the puppet regime] is simply
not true. He is fully involved
in the political process. He
has 32 MPs and six ministers
in the government, which is
all to the benefit of the occu-
pation.

Then they pushed him to
attack the Sunnis with the
promise of creating a Shia
Mahdi state. At this point
many of his followers left him
while other people joined him
causing a deep transforma-
tion of his movement. By now
also the Iranians have been
infiltrating the Mahdi Army to
the point that half of its per-
sonnel is composed of mem-
bers of the [Iranian] Revolu-
tionary Guards.

Up to 2004 Muqtada was
on the right side. For example,
he came to Fallujah. But after
the blows he suffered in 2005
he moved to the other side.
Now it is highly improbable
that he will rectify his line.
Sometimes he says some
words against the sectarian
killings, admitting however
that his people are involved.

He even dismissed three of his
leaders. But they continue. He
has even partially lost control
over his militia. If you give
weapons and money to very
poor and ignorant people, if
you make them strong, they
often believe that they are
able to take the reins in their
own hands. They become
mafia leaders and work on
their own account.

All this was also possible
because  he is young, inexpe-
rienced and immature so he
can be easily influenced by
his advisers and his environ-
ment, including Iran.

Willi Langthaler : There
are more and more reports
that Shia tribes are fighting
against the government
forces. Can you explain this
phenomenon?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi :
When the occupation began
the pro-Iranian militia in the
South and East went to kill
officers of the former Iraqi
army, accusing all its enemies
of being Baathists. So many
people were assassinated.

Although they all be-
longed to tribes their tribes
were afraid to defend them.
But with the evaporation of
the state structures the tribes
are becoming more and more
important and powerful. Now
their leaders cannot accept
any more that their tribesmen
are being killed by foreigners,
whether Iranians or Iraqis not
belonging to their tribe.

If they come now to arrest
or kill somebody the tribes
mount growing resistance.
There are many examples of
this new environment, a sen-
timent which is directed
against the pro-Iranian mili-
tias and governmental forces.

 Recently a two-day battle
erupted near Shuk al Shuyuk
in the south when they tried
to seize a former officer. Hun-
dreds took up arms to defend
him. The former officer fell but
not without changing the cli-

mate. He belonged to a very
combative tribe known for its
bravery. They subsequently
formed a kind of mutual as-
sistance pact with other tribes
against the pro-Iranian mili-
tias, including the Mahdi
Army, the army and police,
indicating a general tendency
which, however, remains local
and has not yet reached the
general political level.

There is another impor-
tant cultural factor. The mili-
tias brought alien habits
which cannot be accepted by
the tribes. Under the guise of
the Mutha marriage [tempo-
rary marriage] they import
prostitution. And they spread
the use of hashish.

 Willi Langthaler : What
about the foreign support for
your cause?

Abduljabbar al Kubaysi :
We are being used by Arab
politicians to reproduce them-
selves without offering any
real support. They speak of
the Iraqi resistance and about
the American crimes in five-
star hotels and on the satel-
lite TV channels.

That is all. They could,
however, do a lot, for example
raise money or take to the
streets against their govern-
ments in order to close the
Iraqi embassies.

But they understand that
this would mean passing the
red line of “supporting terror-
ism” as the US puts it. We
know from the past about the
importance of material sup-
port to the Algerian revolution
or to the Palestinian struggle.

Huge sums were raised
and even today the ordinary
people are ready to pay. But
nobody dares to collect this
money for the Iraqi resistance.

 These leaders are actually
cheating their followers just
like those who suggest that
they would offer help in se-
cret. I can assure you we do
not get any serious help from
outside.

Iraq resistance: an inside view

• Demanding the release of detainees.

CANADA FIRED a
warning shot in a new
Cold War over the vast
resources of the far
North by announcing
last night that it will
build two new military
bases in the Arctic wil-
derness.

A week after Russia
laid claim to the North
Pole in what is rapidly be-
coming a global scramble
for the region’s vast oil
and gas reserves,
Stephen Harper, the Ca-
nadian Prime Minister,
said that Canada would
open a new army training
centre for cold-weather
fighting at Resolute Bay,
and a deep-water port at
Nanisivik, on the northern
tip of Baffin Island. The

country is also beefing up
its military presence in the
far North with 900 Rangers.

“Canada’s Government
understands that the first
principle of Arctic sover-
eignty is use it or lose it,”
Harper said. The move
comes a week after Russia
planted a rustproof titanium
flag on the seabed beneath
the North Pole in a blatant
attempt to stake a claim to
the billions of tons of un-
tapped energy resources
believed to be under the Arc-
tic Ocean.

Under international law,
each of five Arctic countries
– Canada, Russia, the
United States, Norway and
Denmark - controls an eco-
nomic zone within 200
miles of its continental

shelf. But the limits of that
shelf are in dispute, and as
Russia seeks to expand its
gas and oil reserves, the re-
gion is at the centre of a
battle for energy rights and
ownership.

Last week’s Russian
expedition, when two mini-
submarines reached the
seabed (4,261m) beneath
the North Pole, was part of
a push by Moscow to find
evidence for its claim that
the Arctic seabed and Si-
beria are linked by a single
continental shelf, thus mak-
ing the polar region a geo-
logical extension of Russia.

The vessels recovered
samples from the seabed in
an attempt to demonstrate
that the Lomonosov Ridge,
an underwater shelf that

Arctic military bases
signal new Cold War?

runs through the Arctic, is
an extension of Russian
territory. The United Na-
tions rejected that claim
in 2002, citing lack of
proof, but Moscow is ex-
pected to make its case
again in 2009. Denmark
and Canada also argue
that the Lomonosov Ridge
is connected to their ter-
ritories. Norway is also
conducting a survey to
strengthen its case. All
five Arctic nations are
competing to secure sub-
surface rights to the sea-
bed.

One study by the US
Geological Survey esti-
mates that the Arctic has
as much as 25 per cent
of the world’s undiscov-
ered oil and gas.
Radio Havana Cuba
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Special
Branch
allowed
loyalist
killers
free rein
SPECIAL BRANCH officers
gave their agents free reign
to murder a former Royal Ul-
ster Constabulary (RUC) of-
ficer, Laurence Templeton
told the media last week.
Templeton, who had spent 30
years as an officer, including
three within Special Branch,
said he felt compelled to speak
out to help relatives of collu-
sion victims.

According to Templeton
high-level agents were known
as a protected species and
their handlers sat on intelli-
gence about certain murders.
Templeton believes Special
Branch officers protected
their agents’ reputations as a
means of furthering their own
career prospects within the
RUC.

“I was fully aware of a
mass of intelligence on a wide
range of individuals but
couldn’t understand why this
information was never acted
upon”, said Templeton.

“There were officers who
were only concerned about
which agent was perceived as
the best. Their careers were
more important to them then
arresting people for murder.
Promotion was paramount,”
he said.

Templeton believes fellow
officers in the RUC were
amongst those sacrificed to
protect Special Branch spies.

“I firmly believe policemen
were allowed to die to protect
certain informants. The pub-
lic are not shocked at terror-
ists killing people but they
should be appalled when the
state colludes with those very
same people. I would like to
know why certain murders
were not selected for investi-
gation and who made these
decisions. I personally knew
one senior officer who knew
he wouldn’t get a result over
the McCord murder because
Haddock was untouchable,”
said Templeton.

The former RUC officer
said senior officers in the CID
and Special Branch became
little more than nodding dogs
under the control of MI5.

Templeton said the
Ombudsman’s investigation
into the McCord killing could
have gone further.

“I was appalled by the
number of high ranking offic-
ers who refused to assist
O’Loan. I can’t understand
how certain people are still in
denial about what went on. I
realise it may be difficult to
come forward but it’s never
too late,” he said.

Raymond McCord, who
brought the case of his son’s
murder to the Ombudsman,
praised Laurence Templeton
for breaking ranks over the is-
sue of collusion. It further vin-
dicated his decision to pursue
the Special Branch officers
who protected his son’s kill-
ers,” said McCord.
An Phoblacht

THE INTERNATIONAL
troika of US, EU and Russian
mediators said on Saturday
that they had opened new talks
on the future status of the
Serbian breakaway Kosovo
province to seek consensus
between Serbia and ethnic
Albanian-dominated Kosovo.

“The visits to Pristina and
Belgrade mark the opening of
a new round of talks on the
status of Kosovo,” the US
representative of the troika,
Frank Wisner, said.

“We have used the meet-
ings (in Pristina) to hear the
views of the Kosovo presi-
dent and their negotiating
team which are important and
to whom we have explained
our mission,” Wisner told re-
porters in Pristina, following
talks with representatives of
Nato-led Kosovo peacekeep-
ers, UN mission in Kosovo
and the Kosovo negotiating
team.

The international troika of
Wisner, EU envoy Wolfgang
Ischinger and Russian repre-
sentative Alexander Botsan-
Kharchenko, met Serbian
President Boris Tadic and
Prime Minister Vojislav
Kostunica in Belgrade on Fri-
day, before heading to
Kosovo on Saturday for talks
with top officials there.

The troika mediators, who
are entrusted by the interna-
tional Contact Group of six
major powers to lead new
talks, are to report back to UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki
Moon by 10th December on
the progress of the talks.

New talks were agreed af-
ter Russia’s veto threat forced
the West to step back from a
UN Security Council vote in
July on a US-EU draft resolu-
tion on Kosovo and try to re-
solve the issue in a fresh
round of talks over the next
120 days led by the Contact
Group of US, Britain, France,
Germany, Italy and Russia.

Kosovo, which legally re-
mains a Serbian province, has
been under UN administration
since 1999 under the UN Se-
curity Council Resolution
1244. The predominantly Al-
banians of the two million
population demand outright
independence instead of maxi-

mum autonomy offered by
Serbia.

Following UN-led 13-
month fruitless talks between
Serbia and Kosovo, UN en-
voy on Kosovo talks Martti
Ahtisaari presented in March
a proposal recommending in-
ternationally supervised inde-
pendence for Kosovo. The
proposal received strong sup-
port from the United States,
most EU countries as well as
Kosovo’s authorities, but was
rejected by Serbia and its tra-
ditional ally Russia.

“We are here as a troika to
build bridges and to try to find
ways to reach a consensus.
We will agree to everything

by M Agha

Those who believe US
President George W
Bush is serious in his call
for an international con-
ference on the Middle
East next autumn are
mistaken. Bush has only
got a year-and-a-half to
go before making “this
great achievement”. But
what has Bush done for
Middle East peace over
past seven years?

Bush thinks the way is
now open for him  but he
has wasted many opportu-
nities over the past few
years. All previous calls for
reactivating the peace pro-
cess were based on lies and
illusions to fool the Arabs
and world public opinion and
make them believe that he
was a as “a peace advo-
cate”. Meanwhile he contin-
ued to offer all possible
moral and material assis-
tance to Israel to slaughter
more Palestinians and to
bury the Palestinian
people’s cause, which is the
central cause of the Arab
nation, once and for all.

 The fact is that Bush is

searching for any way to
compensate for his failures
in Iraq, Lebanon and Pales-
tine. So, the current move
by the American adminis-
tration aims to divert the
peace process from its right
course which leads to a just
and comprehensive solution
based on the UN resolu-
tions 242, 338 and the “land
for peace” principle.

Washington wants to di-
vide the Arabs between
moderates and extremists
with the objective of domi-
nating the whole state of
affairs in the region.

The recent statements
given by Israeli war minis-
ter Ehud Barak on peace
were sufficient to make
things clearer than ever be-
fore. Barak told the  Israeli
Yediot Aharonot [Latest
News] newspaper that Is-
rael had no intention of with-
drawing from the West
Bank in the next five years.
This period, Barak added,
was needed to develop anti-
missile weapons to repel
the Palestinian attacks on
Jewish settlements! þ

Barak‘s statements re-

flect the very essence of the
Israeli government‘s policy.
Taking the above state-
ments into consideration,
nobody believes that Israel
wants to make peace with
Arabs in general or the Pal-
estinian people in particu-
lar. Thus, the Bush admin-
istration knows well that the
call for holding an interna-
tional conference on the
Middle East means nothing
as Israel continues to ig-
nore UN resolutions and
refuses to withdraw to the
4th June 1967 lines.

The American allegation
that Barak‘s statements
don‘t reflect the Israeli
government‘s attitude is
just another lie to fool world
public opinion. This doesn‘t
make any change in the
overall political scene in Is-
rael. Barak, a former pre-
mier, is a skillful player and
he repeatedly refused to
withdraw from the occupied
territories, including the
Golan Heights and Jerusa-
lem, for peace when he was
in office.

The call voiced by Bush
is just a political manoeu-

that the participants agree. We
are not here to come out with
suggestions, rather to obtain
a consensus with our ideas,”
Wisner said.

Russia’s representative
Botsan-Kharchenko said that
the troika’s mission will be
exceptionally difficult, but that
it is very important that both
sides have pledged to coop-
erate.

The troika operates under
the mandate of the UN secre-
tary general, meaning that the
process of defining the sta-
tus of Kosovo remains within
the UN Security Council,
Botsan-Kharchenko said.

EU’s envoy Ischinger said

that the future of Kosovo is
of the greatest importance for
all members of the European
Union.

“We take seriously the
process that was initiated in
Belgrade and which contin-
ues in Pristina. We appreciate
the good will of the Kosovo
president and the Pristina ne-
gotiating team to work with us
and we are pleased that we
received similar assurances in
Belgrade from their leaders.
This is a good start for some-
thing that is not an easy mis-
sion for the troika,” Ischinger
said.

Kosovan President Fatmir
Sejdiu said he expects con-
structive and serious talks,
but reiterated that Pristina’s
position is that the indepen-
dence and territorial integrity
of Kosovo is non-negotiable.

Kosovan Prime Minister
Agim Ceku said before the
meeting that he would request
the troika to have the issue of
people who went missing dur-
ing the war in Kosovo be one
of the main topics at upcom-
ing talks on Kosovo’s status.

“We will not negotiate
about independence. I am as-
suring you that one of the first
and main topics will be shed-
ding light of the fate of the
missing,” said Ceku.

On Sunday, the troika is
scheduled to meet in Pristina
with representatives of the
Kosovo Serbs who number
only 130,000 of Kosovo’s
nearly two million population.

Xinhua news agency

Troika open new
talks on Kosovo

Bush: another bogus  ‘peace’ drive
vre to waste time and to
compensate for his political
failures in Iraq, Lebanon and
Palestine. Bush should call
on Israel to withdraw from

all Arab lands occupied in
1967. This is the move
which all peace-loving na-
tions want him to make.
Syria Times

• Foreign troops are still on the streets of Kosovo.
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