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NOW THAT THE DUST has
settled in Georgia the re-
percussions of the Rus-
sian victory are being felt
throughout the Middle
East. On the Arab street
the Russian intervention
was seen not only as a
defeat for an American
proxy but also a humilia-
tion for Israel, which until
recently was beefing up
the Georgian military ma-
chine.

The Palestinian Mus-
lim Brotherhood, Hamas,
which controls the Gaza
Strip, says it will recognise
the newly independent re-
publics of South Ossetia
and Abkhazia and the Is-
raelis are now rapidly dis-
tancing themselves from
the Western debacle in the
Caucasus, claiming that
their military assistance to
Georgia ended several
months ago.

 In a speech marking
second anniversary of the
last war with Israel, Leba-
nese Hezbollah Secretary-
General Hassan
Nasrallah mocked

Israel’s political and military
leadership. The Lebanese
resistance leader noted that
the Georgian army had been
trained by Israeli Brigadier-
General Gal Hirsh, who was
a commander in the 2006 Is-
raeli-Lebanon conflict say-
ing: “Gal Hirsch, who was de-
feated in Lebanon, went to
Georgia and they too lost be-
cause of him,”

 “Relying on Israeli ex-
perts and weapons, Georgia
learnt why the Israeli gener-
als failed,” he declared.
“What happened in Georgia
is a message to all those the
Americans are seeking to en-
tangle in dangerous adven-
tures.”

And this sentiment was
echoed by President Bashar
al Assad of Syria who flew to
the Black Sea resort of Sochi
for talks with Russia’s Presi-
dent Medvedev last week.
President Assad said he
“fully supported” Russia in the
Caucasus war. “Georgia
started this crisis, but the
West is blaming Russia,” he
declared.

The talks, scheduled long
before the Georgian crisis
began, covered the whole
spectrum of Syrian-Russian
relations, including the cru-

cial issue of maintaining
Syria’s defence capability.

But Al Assad made it clear
that weapons sales would
top the agenda in Sochi. “Of
course military and technical
co-operation is the main is-
sue,” he said. “Weapons pur-
chases are very important. I
think we should speed it up.
Moreover, the West and Is-
rael continue to put pressure
on Russia”.

 Russian Foreign Minis-
ter, Sergey Lavrov said his
country was ready to supply
Syria with new defensive
arms that did not violate the
balance of power in the
world. But Russian media
reports that Syria was willing
to allow the deployment of
Russian missile defence
systems on Syrian territory
were denied in Damascus
and by the Russian ambas-
sador in Tel Aviv. “There is no
truth to media reports that
Syria had agreed to deploy
Iskander missiles on its ter-
ritory,” the official Syrian Arab
News Agency said last Friday.

Israel and Syria are con-
tinuing to hold indirect talks
in Turkey over the occupied
Golan Heights that were
seized by the Zionists in the
1967 Arab-Israeli war. But Syr-

ian Foreign Minister Walid
al Muallem said the talks
had “regrettably” not pro-
gressed enough to lead to
direct negotiations. Al
Muallem said both sides
were “serious” about mov-
ing forward indicating that
one of the problems was
determining the precise
border that existed before
the 67 war.

Part of the Golan
Heights, including the pro-
vincial capital Quneitra,
were liberated during the
October 1973 Arab Israeli
War and Syria is calling for
an Israeli pull-out from all
the territories seized in the
67 war, including a small
strip of land on the coast of
the Lake of Galilee which
was part of the British Man-
date of Palestine and ad-
ministered by Syria from
1948 to 1967.

In Tel Aviv the Zionist
parties are scrabbling
around waiting for Premier
Olmert, named a corruption
scandal, to go after his bloc
chooses a new leader in
September and, in any
case, no one expects a
breakthrough this side of
the American presidential
elections

A defeat for the US and Israel

 Binyamin Mohammed,
a young Ethiopian, was ar-
rested, illegally detained
and interrogated in Pakistan
in 2002 and secretly flown
by United States officers to
Morocco to be tortured.
Under torture Mohammed
made a confession that he
later withdrew.

 Subsequently US offic-
ers transferred Mohammed
to Afghanistan and then to
their concentration camp at
Guantanamo in Cuba and
held for four years without
charge or trial.

 But now he is facing a
“trial” before a military
commission on charges that
he conspired with Al
Qaeda leaders to plan ter-
ror attacks on civilians.

 His lawyers brought a

High Court case in London
to force the British secu-
rity services to divulge se-
cret material still held that
would help Mohammed
prove that his confession
was extracted under torture
and therefore has no valid-
ity.

 MI5 agents took part in
the illegal interrogation of
Mohammed on behalf of
the American government.
One officer, not named and
known as Witness B, was
so worried about incrimi-
nating himself that he re-
fused to answer the judges’
questions, even in private.

 The court heard that
this officer interrogated
Mohammed in Pakistan,
where he was held incom-
municado and without ac-

cess to a lawyer. Later
Mohammed was removed
to Morocco where, he
says, he was tortured by
having his penis cut by a
razor blade.

 The full findings of the
judges remain a state se-
cret but Lord Justice Tho-
mas and Mr Justice Lloyd
concluded: “The conduct of
the security service facili-
tated interviews by or on
behalf of the United States
when Mohammed was be-
ing detained by the United
States incommunicado and
without access to a lawyer.
Under the law of Pakistan,
that detention was unlaw-
ful.”

 The judges ruled that
MI5 “continued to facili-
tate” the interviewing of
Mohammed at the behest
of the US, even after he
was secretly “rendered”
out of Pakistan. MI5 did
this, the judges added, by
providing information to
America although the
agents “must have appre-
ciated” he was being de-
tained and questioned in a

facility which was “that of
a foreign government”.

 They said that Witness
B worked with the US “to
the extent of making it clear
to Mohammed that the UK
government would not help
him unless he co-operated
fully with the US authori-
ties”. And they added:
“The relationship of the
UK government to the US

authorities in connection
with Mohammed was far
beyond that of a bystander
or witness to the alleged
wrongdoing”.

 But the ruling may not
help Mohammed. His law-
yers, Richard Stein of
Leigh Day, said outside the
court that although the Gov-
ernment was clearly com-
mitted to a fair trial and
opposed to the practices of
torture and extraordinary
rendition but, “unfortu-
nately when faced with the
choice between the rule of
law and upsetting its allies
the Americans, it waivers
this commitment”.

 Clive Stafford Smith,
the legal director of the
human rights group Re-
prieve, commented: “Com-
pelling the British govern-
ment to release information
that can prove Mr
Mohammed’s innocence is
one obvious step towards
making up for the years of

WHITEHALL�S
DIRTY WAR

by Daphne Liddle

THE SECURITY service MI5 last week faced
scathing criticism from High Court judges for its
role in aiding and abetting torture and rendition
and a few days later another secret Government
unit was exposed as conducting a dishonest pro-
paganda campaign against Al Qaeda.

torture that he has suf-
fered.

 “The next step is for
the British government to
demand an end to the cha-
rade against him in
Guantanamo Bay and re-
turn him home to Britain.”

 Since then a Home
Office document leaked to
the press revealed a Gov-
ernment-backed secret
“counter terrorism” unit
(Ricu) set up by former
Home Secretary John Reid
to feed stories to the BBC
and other “respected” me-
dia carrying the message
that Al Qaeda is steeply
declining in strength.

 The unit also uses the
web to feed similar infor-
mation into blogs, forums
and discussion pages, pos-
ing as ordinary web users.

 The propaganda claims
that Al Qaeda has been
“expelled” from vast areas
of Iraq and Afghanistan
and “is on the defensive
throughout much of the rest
of the world”.

 This is a curious ploy
since previously the impe-
rialist powers have had to
exaggerate the size and
power of Al Qaeda in or-
der to justify the spurious
“war on terror”.

 Al Qaeda never existed
in Iraq before the imperial-
ist powers invaded there.

 Now the imperialists
must claim that Al Qaeda
is failing to justify its brutal
wars against the peoples of
Iraq and Afghanistan – and
perhaps to lay the ground
for a face-saving retreat
from these continuing wars
that it cannot win and can
no longer afford to sustain.

• Binyamin Mohammed.

The mail was slightly heavier this week but with just a
meagre £734.28 in the bag we’ve clearly got a fight on our
hands to hit the £3,000 mark this month. First of all many
thanks to the Vauxhall supporter who gave £100 and a
veteran Manchester reader who sent in another £100.
Special mention also go to the Metropolitan NCP com-
rades who collected £59.28 at last weekend’s garden party,
a Swansea supporter who sent in a tenner and a
Yorkshireman who posted a fiver for the fighting fund.
But the running total for August is now only £1,384.28
which means we’ve got to raise  £1,615.72 in little more
than seven days to keep the New Worker going!

The survival of the New Worker depends entirely on
the support of its readers. Without it we would have folded
long ago. We have kept our communist press rolling for
over 30 years and we are determined to keep it going for
as long as it takes to win the battle for peace and social-
ism. And we will with your help. Your donations are the
life-blood of the struggle. Please send your contribution,
big or small, to: New Worker Fund, PO Box 73, London
SW11 2PQ.
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The day of the
Democrats

BARAK Obama has been crowned at the
Democrat convention in Denver and he’s now
set to challenge Republican John McCain in
the US presidential race this November.

All bourgeois elections are the manipulation
of the largest number of votes by the smallest
number of people and this is no more so than in
the United States. And as Marx famously said:
“The executive of the modern state is but a com-
mittee for managing the common affairs of the
whole bourgeoisie”.

US politics are dominated by two bourgeois
parties that reflect different trends and interests
within the American ruling class. McCain and his
fellow Republicans represent the most reaction-
ary and aggressive sections of the American rul-
ing class while the Democrats adopt liberal bour-
geois reform programmes to win support from
working people and the oppressed ethnic minori-
ties in the United States.

Both parties are led by millionaires, which in
practice is a prerequisite for high office, given the
vast sums needed for election campaigns. Their
platforms are drawn up by multi-millionaires to
reflect the needs of their vested interests but dis-
guise their aims with popularist platitudes and to-
ken reforms to win support from the minority of
American people who actually bother to register
to vote.

Barack Obama is the first Black presidential
candidate to have ever been chosen by an Ameri-
can ruling-class party and the Democrats believe
he can mobilise the African-American commu-
nity behind their ticket in the run-up to the elec-
tion.

Obama’s “hope, change and unity” campaign
is aimed at the millions of Americans who want
change; the millions angered at the criminal wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan which they pay for in their
lives and taxes; the millions who are bearing the
burden of the capitalist crisis and have been im-
poverished by Bush’s neo-con policies. Organised
labour is backing the Democrats and the Obama
campaign has the support of some of the largest
unions in America. But Obama is by no means
assured of victory in November.

The American left, which is weak and divided,
has differing approaches. The Communist Party
(CPUSA) is backing the Democratic slate be-
cause they see the defeat of the Republicans as
an essential first step in shifting the ground for
further advance. They don’t regard Obama as a
“left” candidate in any way but argue that “none
of the people’s struggles — from peace to uni-
versal health care to an economy that puts Main
Street before Wall Street — will advance if
McCain wins in November”.

The Workers World Party (WWP), which in
the past has fielded presidential candidates of its
own, is this time endorsing the candidacy of
Cynthia McKinney, a black former Congress-
woman from Georgia. The WWP know this will
only win the protest vote but they also have no
illusions about a Democrat victory. They say
“should Obama win the election (a prospect that
shouldn’t be considered certain), the US imperi-
alist ruling class will have a gifted Black politician
to help them save their troubled empire. An
Obama presidency as the face of an imperialist
state will not change anything fundamental, but
on the surface it will mark a change, a new situa-
tion”.

While we cannot hope to influence the Ameri-
can left, nor indeed should we as it is a question
solely for American working class, we need to
heed the Workers World warning and have no
illusions of what a future Obama administration
would represent.

Bearing gifts

 A black bear at Woburn
Safari Park recently took a
hubcap from one car and
offered it to a driver whose
car lacked hubcaps.

 Azra Noonari had taken
her two young children on
a day trip to Woburn Safari
Park driving a car with no
hubcaps because they had
been stolen. As she drove
through bear and wolf en-
closure, the car in front of
her stopped.

 “There was a bear in
front of it, so I stopped too
and started taking pic-
tures,” she said. “I saw it
take a hubcap off the car
then start walking towards
us. I locked all the doors
quickly; we didn’t know
what it would do.

 “It put the hubcap
down and then banged on
the window, as if it was try-
ing to get my attention. It
was almost like it wanted to
give me the wheel cap.
Maybe the bear thought I
needed the hubcap.

 “My little boy was cry-
ing but my daughter was

enjoying it. She was saying,
‘Oh my God mummy, look
what he’s doing’.”

Best seller

A Japanese novel written
79 years ago by Marxist writer
Takiji Kobayashi in 1929 has
recently hit the best seller list
in Japan.

 Kani Kosen (The Crab
Ship) is the story of a fisher-
man working aboard a factory
ship along with sea-hardened
veterans, university students
and poor farm boys – all
beaten and exploited by sa-
distic foremen and greedy
bosses. It has been likened to
The Ragged Trousered Phi-
lanthropists. Kobayashi was
murdered by secret police af-
ter writing it.

 In 1953 it was released as
a paperback and for years it
has ticked over selling about
5,000 a year, mainly to aca-
demics, libraries and social-
ists.

 But now the country
faces economic decline the

book’s message has found a
new following among workers
facing hardship and half a mil-
lion copies have been sold so
far this year.

 And the Japan Commu-
nist Party is reportedly recruit-
ing 1,000 new members a
month after general secretary
Kazuo Shii recently berated
Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda
on television about the con-
ditions of day temp workers.

Goddess entitled to school

The new revolutionary
government of Nepal has
ruled that a nine-year-old girl,
Preeti Shakaya, must attend
school in spite of being cho-
sen as the “living goddess
Kumari” at the age of three
and locked in a palace.

 She was to be worshipped
until she grows up, when a
new goddess is due to be cho-
sen. But she will now retire at
the end of the year after the
country’s Supreme Court
ruled she has the right to go
to school and that being

locked up in a palace is a
violation of her rights.

Filthy rich

Republican presidential
candidate John McCain re-
cently said it took an an-
nual income of $5 million
(£2.5 million) to be counted
as truly rich.

 But last week he was
asked in an interview how
many homes he owned. He
paused for a moment and
replied: “I think… I’ll have
my staff get back to you.”

Suspicious

Police in Goettingen,
Germany, last week ar-
rested a novice monk after
he tried to give money
away as part of his reli-
gious training.

 Shoppers raised the
alarm when 37-year-old
Daniel Weiss stood in a
shopping centre giving
away 50 Euro notes and
blessing people in
Goettingen. Police let him
off after they had checked
to see if the notes were
forgeries.

THE PUBLIC sector union
Unison last week staged a
protest to expose the environ-
mental madness of transport-
ing bottled water all around
Britain and importing it from
as far away as Fiji, Norway,
France and Tasmania.

 Unison senior national
officer Steve Bloomfield, with
the other protesters, hung our
10 non-green bottles in
Whitehall as a part of Inter-
national Water Week.

 The union showed just
how far these bottles of water
travel to reach Britain (or Lon-
don, if produced in Britain),
to highlight the environmen-
tal consequences of the
bottled water industry.

 Bloomfield said: “Some of
our 10 non-green bottles have
travelled from as far away as
Tasmania and Fiji, and to-
gether they have clocked up
some 40,000 kilometres.

 “Environmentally this is
madness – it takes up to a
quarter a litre of oil and nine
litres of water to produce ev-
ery one-litre of bottled water.

 “In the UK, we are lucky
enough to have access to
some of the best tap water in
the world – but we still drink
more than two billion bottles
of water each year.

 “Employers, staff and the

public need to get wise to
their water footprint and ditch
the bottle, get green, stay
healthy and hydrated by mak-
ing the switch to tap water.”

 Over the past 12 months,
the bottled water industry has
begun to shrink, with sales
down by nine per cent to
March this year.

 Some Whitehall depart-
ments such as the Food Stan-
dards Agency, the Department
for Food and Rural Affairs and

the Department of Business,
Enterprise and Regulatory
Reform have already banned
the use of bottled water in
meetings.

 Many parliamentary
meetings such as those at
Downing Street have also fol-
lowed suit.

 But industry insiders still
predict that sales will grow by
30 per cent between 2007-
2012.

 Unison’s water@work

campaign aims to promote the
benefits of drinking tap wa-
ter, and to encourage as many
employers as possible to pro-
vide their staff with safe,
mains-fed drinking water.

 For outdoor workers, Uni-
son has produced a re-
useable, washable water
bottle.

 Mains tap water costs
less than 1p per litre – bottled
water routinely costs more
than 150 times that price.

Ten non-green bottles

PROFESSOR Rod Morgan,
former chair of the Youth
Justice Board, last week
accused the Government
of being too quick  to
criminalise young people
for petty offences where
informal punishment
could be more effective.

 He described an “ex-
tensive net widening” of the
use of summary powers
such as cautions and on-
the-spot fines and his re-
port for King’s College,
London, urged assess-
ment of the development.

 The Ministry of Justice
said there was a reluctance
to bring young people to court
unless necessary.

 But new figures show
that more than 1,000 children
have been jailed for an aver-
age of six months each for
breaching anti-social
behaviour orders (Asbos)
since they were introduced in
2000.

 Professor Morgan’s re-
port for the college’s Centre
for Crime and Justice Stud-
ies said: “There is a good
deal of anecdotal evidence,

for example, that behaviour,
particularly that of children
and young people, is being
criminalised which arguably
would be better dealt with in-
formally (school-related
misbehaviour, for example)
and in previous times was.”

 The trend towards pre-
court summary justice
should more incisively be
scrutinised to ensure that
justice is being meted out
fairly and       effectively.

 It added: “The increased
use of pre-court summary
justice is one of the most im-

portant elements in the
Government’s strategy for
modernising the criminal
justice system.

 “The implementation
of the strategy has re-
ceived virtually no re-
search, inspectoral or par-
liamentary scrutiny.

 “The trend towards
pre-court summary justice
should more incisively be
scrutinised to ensure that
justice is being meted out
fairly and effectively. We
cannot be wholly confident
that this is so.”

Government ‘criminalises the young’

• Mains water costs a lot less and is just as good.
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MORE THAN 80 MPs, in-
cluding some ministerial
aides have singed a petition
circulated by the Compass
Group calling on Prime Min-
ister Gordon Brown to im-
pose a one-off windfall tax on
energy firms that have made
huge profits from rising fuel
prices.

 The petition calls on the
Government to use the money
raised by this tax to help low
income families who are hav-
ing problems paying their fuel
bills.

 More MPs are expected
to sign the petition after the
end of the parliamentary sum-
mer recess.

 A spokesperson for Num-
ber Ten said: “The position on
tax is a matter for the chancel-
lor and the Treasury. The
Treasury receives a whole
range of representations and
of course will consider such
representations in the normal
way.”

 Seventy-five Labour MPs
have publicly signed the Com-
pass petition but the middle-
of-the-road think tank says
there are more than 80 be-
cause some signed after its
website was last updated and
others chose to remain
anonymous.

 Among signatories are

Stephen Pound, aide to wel-
fare minister Stephen Timms,
and Rob Marris, aide to
Northern Ireland Secretary
Shaun Woodward, who sug-
gested to the Times that he
would consider quitting if
there was no change in policy.

 The Government has pre-
viously said it is “looking at”
all options but, while a wind-
fall tax has not been ruled out,
it is understood the prime
minister is looking at an alter-
native levy on carbon emis-
sions.

 Labour MP Clive Betts,
who is among those who
have signed the petition, told
BBC Radio Four’s Today
programme there was “over-
whelming” support for a one-
off tax among his parliamen-
tary colleagues and the pub-
lic.

 He said companies were
looking at more than 30 per
cent increases in their profits,
adding: “They are simply go-
ing to make much more
money for doing absolutely
nothing.”

 “I think it’s reasonable
for people to say ‘Why
should the wages and salaries
and bonuses of the execu-
tives of these companies,
which will be linked to their
profits and their share prices,
go up astronomically while
the ordinary person

in the street is seeing their
wages go up by two per cent
and their energy bills going
up by 30per cent?’”

 A YouGov poll commis-
sioned by Compass showed
that more than 67 per cent of
people in Britain “strongly
agreed” or “agreed” that a
one-off tax should be levied
on oil and gas companies.
Even among Tory voters 57
per cent backed the idea.

 John Cruddas MP said:
“There are millions of people
suffering from fuel poverty
and it’s the job of a Labour
government to tackle that.
Politically we also have to
contrast that with the Tories.”

 Predictably the leaders of
the energy companies were
opposed and claimed that

such a “legalised raid” would
discourage investment. David
Porter, chief executive of the
Association of Electricity Pro-
ducers, added: “Every £1 mil-
lion you take out of each com-
pany through this legalised
raid is £1 million they have to
raise elsewhere.”

 Labour MP Lindsay
Hoyle has also started a Com-
mons motion calling for a
windfall levy on energy com-
panies to be used to boost the
winter fuel payment for pen-
sioners. It was signed by 38
MPs, before they left for sum-
mer recess.

The “big three” energy
firms – Shell, BP and British
Gas – have recently posted
huge profits. Shell made £4
billion in the second quarter
of this year, up 4.6 per cent
from 2007, while BP made £3.4
billion, a rise of six per cent.
Centrica, which owns British
Gas, made £992 million in the
first half of this year, while rais-
ing prices for customers by 35
per cent.

THE GIANT union Unite,
which has recently donated
funds that helped to save the
Labour Party from bank-
ruptcy, last week demanded
changes “at the highest
level” to revive the party’s
chances in the next general
election.

 Documents leaked to the
press reveal that a briefing
note was sent to the Prime
Minister by the Unite joint
general secretaries – Tony
Woodley and Derek Simpson
– which spells out the union’s
demands and threatens to
withdraw support for Brown.

 The note follows reports
of a private showdown be-
tween Brown and a delegation
of the most senior officials
from Unite. They went to see
the Prime Minister because of
the Government’s disastrous
slump in the opinion polls.

 Since the 2005 general
election Unite, which was
formed from a merger of the
Transport and General Work-
ers’ Union and Amicus, has
given £11 million to the
Labour Party, the largest from
any single organisation,
which has kept the bailiffs
from the door.

 The demands echo those
made jointly by the major trade

Sun shines on the New Worker
NEW WORKER supporters, friends and readers enjoyed the first reasonably sunny,
warm, dry day for several weeks last Saturday in a south London back garden with
the annual New Worker  garden party in Charlton.

 Comrades enjoyed good food and drink and discussion on topics ranging from the
early Christian church and the spin-doctoring prowess of the Emperor Constantine, to
current events in Pakistan, to home-brewed wine, to football matches and parking. A
toddler also discovered that apples grow on trees.

 The event raised just under £60 for the paper.

THE NATIONAL Council of
Independent Monitoring
Boards (NCIMB) last week
expressed “fundamental
doubts” about Government
proposals to build giant “Ti-
tan” jails in various locations

The prisons watchdog
accused ministers of failing to
explain why they would save
money and warned that they
could be dangerous.

 The NCIMB said that min-
isters seem to have ignored
any concern for the impor-
tance of monitoring condi-
tions in the prisons.

 Three new Titan jails,
each with up to 2,500 inmates,
have been proposed in a bid
to ease overcrowding. The
NCIMB criticised the
Government’s consultation
on the plan, describing it as a
“fait accompli”.

 It said that trying to man-
age the jails would cause “ma-
jor staff problems” and pre-
dicted: “There will be major
and potentially dangerous
consequences if services
such as health and education
are provided centrally, as it
will be difficult to protect the
most vulnerable prisoners

�Time to tax energy companies�

Black youths
‘left to die’
DR DERRICK Campbell, an
independent adviser to the
Home Office, last week ac-
cused politicians of “leaving
black youths to die” after the
violent deaths of three young
men within 24 hours in Bir-
mingham, Wolverhampton
and London.

  Dr Campbell, who chairs
the National Independent Ad-
visory Group on Criminal Use
of Firearms, said that funds
earmarked for community co-
hesion were not going to the
right organisations.

 He revealed that some
organisations which were suc-
cessful in tackling such crime
had suddenly had funding
cut.

 “And we have to ask the
question whether there seems
to be an acceptance that if an-
other black youth is killed they
are just another one that we
don’t have to worry about,”
he said.

 Dr Campbell went on to
say there was hard evidence
from community groups in the
Birmingham area that their
funding was being cut – a situ-
ation which he said was re-
flected nationally.

 He claims the Govern-
ment is failing to ensure local
councils get the money to the
appropriate groups.

 “Black youths within this
country have been left to die,”
he added. “And that’s a very
strong statement but it’s a
statement that seems to be
borne out through evidence
about black youths who seem
to be at the top of the list
when it comes to our young-
sters being killed,” he said.

 “Now we’re asking very
serious questions of national
government and local govern-
ment as to why it seems that
resources that have been al-
located for community cohe-
sion and other activities have
not been going to those
organisations.”

THE HIGH street chain
Marks and Spencer last week
suspended a worker after he
had contacted the media to
leak company plans to cut re-
dundancy pay for the firm’s
70,000 employees by 25 per
cent.

 The GMB union says the
man, who works at the corpo-
rate head office in Central
London, has now been sus-
pended and will face a disci-
plinary hearing next Monday,
at which he will be repre-

PEACE protester John Catt,
aged 83, last week had his
complaint against the police
for searching him as a sus-
pected terrorist by the Inde-
pendent Police Complaints
Authority (IPCC).

John Catt, of Withdean in
Sussex, had been protesting
with others outside the
Labour Party conference in
Brighton in 2005, wearing a T-
shirt with slogans that de-
scribed George Bush, Tony
Blair and Sharon as war crimi-
nals, when police stopped and
searched him under the Anti-
Terrorism Act.

  A three-year investiga-
tion by the IPCC found the
force acted unlawfully. Sus-
sex Police said it would act on
the IPCC’s guidance.

 The IPCC letter said: “It
is my view, on the evidence

unions in the run-up to the
annual Labour policy forum in
Warwick earlier this summer
– where Brown brushed them
aside.

 The document says: “If
replicated at a general election
it would mean a near wipe out
for Labour. The union’s con-
cern about the political direc-
tion of the Government, as
well as the industrial concerns
over continued calls for pay
restraint in the pubic and pri-
vate sectors while inflation
busts through the
Government’s targets, have
been put directly to Gordon
Brown.

 “They have been re-
peated across the media so
our members should be in no
doubt that Unite is making the
case for change at the high-
est level.”

 The bluntness of the
warning will alarm  Brown’s
supporters as they have taken
for granted that the unions
will back the Prime Minister if
there is a leadership challenge
this autumn.

 Baroness Jay, the former
Cabinet minister and Leader
of the House of Lords under
Tony Blair, has described
Brown as an electoral liabil-
ity.

from those who might cause
them harm.”

 NCIMB president, Dr Pe-
ter Selby, said: “Most of our
boards favour smaller units
and have negative experience
of large establishments and
clustering of prisons to
achieve efficiency, but at the
cost of effective rehabilitation.

 “We shall continue to
emphasise and carry out our
task of monitoring fairness
and respect wherever people
are imprisoned, and point out
the major disadvantages of
prisons of a size that present
serious management prob-
lems.”

 Other prison groups,
such as the Prison Reform
Trust, Nacro and the Howard
League for Penal Reform are
also against the proposals.

 The Ministry of Justice is
searching for sites of at least
50 acres for jails of four or five
storeys, costing an estimated
£350 million each. The initial
likely locations are London,
the West Midlands and the
North West.

 The current jail-building
programme has a target of a
total of 96,000 prison places
by 2014.

available that the stop and
search was not conducted in
accordance with the require-
ments of the Terrorism Act and
as such was unlawful.”

 John Catt said he was
now waiting for an apology
from Sussex Police. He added:
“If one was less resolved you
could probably throw in the
towel and forget about it. But
then I had to think about all
the other people including
children who are being
stopped.

 “And I thought we’ve got
to make a stand here and I’m
certainly not going to let
these people down as far as
I’m concerned.”

 The anti-terrorist legisla-
tion was rushed through Par-
liament after 11th September
2001 on the understanding
that it would be used only
against serious threats of ter-

T-shirt ‘terrorist’ vindicated

Unite calls for
Labour

policy changes

Titan jails ‘dangerous’

sented by the union. Marks
and Spencer refused to com-
ments on the reports, saying
it was “an internal matter and
an investigation is under
way”.

 But M&S confirmed that
it was consulting staff about
cutting the level of redun-
dancy payments, which
would limit maximum payouts
from 72 weeks to 52 weeks.
The GMB claims that M&S
wants to change the redun-
dancy payments in advance

of announcing a new wave of
redundancies. GMB general
secretary Paul Kenny said:
“We are fearful that job cuts
are on the way at M&S; why
else would they cut their exist-
ing policy if they did not in-
tend to use it?”

 He also accused the com-
pany of double standards in
its treatment of staff. “Why do
people at the bottom get the
sack on the cheap, while top
bosses get large payouts even
when they have messed up?”

M&S suspends whistleblower

rorism. But it has been used
against hundreds of law-abid-
ing peace protesters who
pose no threat to anyone.
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VIETNAMESE film enthusi-
asts will finally get to see the
beloved war novel Noi Buon
Chien Tranh [The Sorrow of
War] by veteran writer Bao
Ninh on the big screen.

The movie is being made by
American director and
scriptwriter Nicholas Simon.
Shooting of the film, which is be-
ing produced by Britain’s Viet
Film, will begin in Vietnam in
November.

Bao Ninh is pleased that the
movie’s script has stayed faith-
ful to his novel. “The only thing I
had to do was adjust some of the
dialogues to make them more in
tune with the war period,” he
said.

Simon’s wealth of experience
in film-making will prove benefi-
cial to The Sorrow of War, which
sees him don the hat of director
for the first time. He has been
involved in producing various
movies such as The Beautiful
Country by Norwegian director
Hans Petter Moland and Verti-
cal Ray of the Sun by Vietnam-
ese French director Tran Anh
Hung.

Although Simon had nothing
to do with the American War in
Vietnam, he remembers being
impressed and moved by the
novel when he first read it more
than 10 years ago.

“Over the course of the past
10 years, Simon has visited me
many times to discuss how to
adapt the novel into a movie. I
know Simon’s sentiments to-
wards the American War and
recognise that he wants to learn
more about the Vietnamese
people,” said the 56-year-old
writer, himself also a former sol-
dier of the liberation army.

Ninh and Simon spent a great
deal of time discussing various
aspects of the movie, which Ninh
said may have caused a few de-
lays in the making of the movie
as there was a language barrier.

“I don’t speak English, certainly
not enough to discuss cinematog-
raphy which requires specific
knowledge. We relied on trans-
lators and it takes time to trans-
late a script, even if it is a minor
detail that needs changing.”

Simon worked with
scriptwriter Peter Himmelstein to
complete the film’s script which
was approved by Vietnam’s Min-
istry of Culture, Sports and Tour-
ism. According to members of
the assessment panel the script
was: “coherent, emotional and
attractive”.

To ensure the film’s success,
carefully screened auditions have
been taking place since June.
Over 70 young Vietnamese men
and women have so far audi-
tioned for select roles. Their port-
folios and taped auditions will be
sent for final selection by Simon.

The film crew has already
selected spots for filming after
visiting several locations in Ha
Tay, Thai Nguyen, Ninh Binh,
Nam Dinh and Hai Phong. The
mountainous region of the North
has been selected as the most
suitable location for filming.

The Sorrow of War won the
prize of the Vietnamese Writers’
Association in 1991. The Trans-

by Han Sol Song

TODAY all members of soci-
ety in Korea are devotedly
working for society and the
collective, helping and lead-
ing one another forward un-
der the slogan of “One for all
and all for one!”

The slogan was held up by the
country at the time when the dif-
ficult revolutionary task of trans-
forming the old relations of pro-
duction along socialist lines had
been successfully carried out and
the socialist system established in
Korea.

The motto clarifies the prin-
ciple of collectivism, the funda-
mentals of socialism, and the
moral relation between the col-
lective and an individual in the
socialist society.

It also reflects the need to
value the interests of the
organisation, the collective and
the people more than those of an
individual and to work devotedly.

The existence and develop-
ment of man as a social being are
inconceivable apart from the col-
lective.

Man is able to exist and de-
velop and get his independent
desire and demands only when
he is identified with the social
collective. Collectivism is, there-
fore, the intrinsic demand of man,
and the interests of the collective
are more valuable than those of
an individual. The interests of an
individual in the true sense of the
word belong to those of the col-
lective, and a genuine worthwhile
life of man means working de-
votedly for the collective, regard-
ing its interests as more valuable
than those of an individual.

Man living in the socialist so-
ciety can acquire an eternal
socio-political integrity only when
he always values and loves the
collective and devotes his all to
the interests of the collective.

In the socialist society the
demand and interests of the so-
cial collective means thoroughly
realising the independence of the
popular masses.

Man can fully attain his inde-
pendent desire and demand in the
process of valuing and serving
the interests of the social collec-
tive more than those of his own.

If people only pursue their own
interests, the society will fall into
disorder and chaos, making it
impossible to fully realise the in-
dependence of the popular
masses and the interests of indi-
viduals in the true sense of the

word. If man, as a social being,
only seeks enjoyment with no
regard to the interests of the so-
ciety and the collective, he will
be forsaken by the society and
the collective and meet his end
like a fallen leaf.

In the socialist society where
it is the social trend to live and
work with the common desire
and demands to realize the
masses’ independence, he can
glorify his political integrity and
lead a worthwhile life only when
he devotes his all to the
organisation and the collective.

The slogan also reflects the
need to veritably improve the
destiny of each individual by
means of unity and cooperation
of the collective. The basic de-
mand of collectivism is to place
the interests of the collective be-
fore those of an individual, make
a harmony of the two kinds of
interests and satisfy individual
interests by defending those of
the collective.

What is in contraposition to
collectivism is not the interests of
an individual but individualism
that only pursues personal inter-
ests at the cost of those of the
collective.

In the socialist society of Ko-
rea that is guided by the man-
centred Juche idea, the interests
of each individual are valued, and
social benefits are granted to all
the people to the highest degree,
on condition that the interests of
the collective are thoroughly de-
fended.

The relations of unity and co-
operation among the members of
society mirror the true, noble and
beautiful image of the socialist
society, the embodiment of the
collectivist principle.

In Korea, the pleasure and
happiness of an individual are
those of the collective as a whole,
and the sorrow suffered by a
member of the collective is re-
garded as the one of all other
members. So they display the
traits of helping and leading one
another forward.

The care and unselfish coop-
eration of the collective make it
possible to ensure the develop-
ment and happiness of an indi-
vidual and alleviate his or her
own agony. Consequently an in-
dividual, along with the collective,
is able to lead a genuine life.

Herein lies the meaning of the
slogan “One for all and all for
one!”

The slogan is now displaying
its vitality as a powerful weapon
that stimulates the working
people to the endeavours for the
building of a great, prosperous
and powerful socialist nation in
Korea.
Korea Today

lators’ Association of the Society
of Authors in London ranks it in
the top 50 outstanding transla-
tions of the last 50 years.

The novel shares space with
other foreign classics on the list

like The Tin Drum by Gunter
Grass, Labyrinths by Jorge Luis
Borges, War and Peace by Leo
Tolstoy and 100 Years of Soli-
tude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez.
Vietnam News Service

Sorrow of War heads for the screen

DPR Korea: �one for all and all for one!�

• Korean people love to get together to dance and socialise – these are celebrating in Kim Il Sung Square.

• Bao Ninh

• Cover of an edition of the book.
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by Abayomi Azikiwe
Editor, Pan-African News Wire

ON  6TH AUGUST a military
coup took place in the North
African nation of Mauritania.
This country, whose affairs
receive very little attention
in the corporate media in the
United States, has been a fo-
cal point for the Bush
administration’s so-called
“war on terrorism” in the re-
gion.

President Sidi Mohamed
Ould Cheikh Abdallahi and
Prime Minister Yahya Ould
Ahmed Waghf were overthrown
and detained by members of the
elite regiment whose task it was
to protect the leadership of the
government. The coup took
place only hours after the presi-
dent attempted to terminate his
top military guards.

International response to the
coup has been largely negative,
with many condemning it. Mem-
bers of the League of Arab
States and the African Union
have reportedly held discussions
with the apparent coup leader,
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz.

General Aziz’s rise to power
came in the aftermath of a gov-
ernment reshuffle that resulted in
the appointment of new minis-
ters, many of whom had served
with the former Mauritanian
leader, Maaouya Ould Taya,
who was overthrown in another
coup in 2005. General Aziz also
initiated the coup that overthrew
Ould Taya.

The US role in
Mauritania

What is most significant in
recent political developments in
this North African state is the in-
creasing US role under the Bush
administration. Mauritania is a
former French colony, which
was seized during the advent of
colonialism in Africa during the
19th century.

During the 1850s-1860s,
French military forces took con-
trol of the area now known as
southern Mauritania. Later, in
1898, France was able  tempo-
rarily to subdue the population
of Moors who had dominated
the region politically and eco-
nomically for centuries. Conse-
quently, in 1904, France estab-
lished Mauritania as a colonial
territory.

Mauritania gained its national
independence from France in
1960, alongside many other
colonies on the African continent.
The  6th August coup was the
fifth since the country became an
internationally recognised nation.
For many years France main-
tained considerable influence in
most of its former colonies in
Africa, and Mauritania was no
exception. Today the country
has a population of three million
people including descendants of
indigenous Africans, Arabs and
Berbers.

In recent years, however,
particularly since the Bush ad-
ministration announced its war
on Islamic movements through-
out the world, Washington has

sought to establish this former
French colony as an outpost for
military operations in North Af-
rica. According to the Associ-
ated Press on 9th August, “[T]he
US sees Mauritania as a bul-
wark against the encroachment
southward of al-Qaeda-linked
militants in North Africa. It had
sent dozens of troops to train
Mauritania’s military units in its
far northern deserts, but it sus-
pended those programmes in
response to the coup.”

It is also important to note
that as far back as 1999,
Mauritania established diplo-
matic ties with the State of Is-
rael, one of only three members
of the Arab League that has
done so. Nonetheless, despite
the close ties to the US and Is-
rael, the country faces similar

problems as its neighbours in the
region.

A 7th  August report pub-
lished by the Inter-regional In-
formation Network (IRIN)
states that: “Reflecting a global
trend, food prices in arid
Mauritania have doubled within
the past year. In August 2007,
thousands were displaced in
Mauritania from flooding that
wiped out crops and cattle.
Months later, food riots broke
out in southeast Mauritania.”

A Mauritanian graduate stu-
dent studying in neighbouring
Senegal, Boubacar Datt, told
IRIN that some relief may oc-
cur in the wake of the coup, but
people are eager for real change
in the country. “What they don’t
see is that Sidi Mohamed Ould
Cheikh Abdallahi was only a

mascot and never had power.
People talk about Mauritania
being a democracy, but
Mauritania has always been led
by the military. This coup comes
as no surprise. Democracy does
not exist. It is only on paper. In
daily life, Sidi could not realise
his campaign promises,” Datt
said.

In recent weeks, dissident
members within the ruling Na-
tional Party for the Defence of
Democracy attempted to
organise a public hearing de-
signed to create a commission
to investigate the nation’s re-
sponse to the declining standard
of living among the people.

A US-based humanitarian
monitoring group, FEWSNET,
cited that Mauritania still imports
70 per cent of its food supply.

This problem of internal food
production has been exacer-
bated by the flooding that took
place last year that displaced
thousands and eliminated crops
and livestock. The United Na-
tions World Food Programme
(WFP) predicted that as a re-
sult of the rising global prices of
food and fuel, the country could
experience a high level of hun-
ger and malnutrition.

Discontent fuelled by
failed

pro-American policies

In recent months there have
been several attacks directed
against Western targets and the
Israeli embassy. Since Decem-
ber 2007, tourism has de-
creased significantly in the after-
math of a string of attacks, in-
cluding the murder of four
French nationals. Critics of the
government inside Mauritania
have become more vocal over
the character and direction of
both domestic and foreign
policy.

Taking into consideration the
increasingly precarious security
situation in Mauritania, the
Lisbon-Dakar race-car rally
that was scheduled to be held in
the country in January was can-
celled. Despite the US govern-
ment claim that it is suspending
aid to Mauritania, it is highly un-
likely that this suspension will
place a damper on
Washington’s efforts to influence
events in the country and
throughout North Africa.

Mauritania, like many other
African nations, is considered
poor and underdeveloped.
Nonetheless, there is constant
speculation and exploration for
natural resources. The country’s
economy historically has been
based on agricultural production
and fishing in an increasingly arid
landscape.

Since 2006, however, there
have been plans underway to
exploit the vast offshore oil and
natural gas reserves. In addition,
the Chinguetti and Tiof fields are
expected to produce millions of
barrels of oil in the near future.
Consequently, this is an impor-
tant area for the strategic designs
of the American ruling class.

Considering the overall aims
of the imperialist nations,
Mauritania will feature more
prominently in the machinations
of successive Western bourgeois
governments, with Washington
taking the lead. Although the oil
and natural gas corporations are
plotting to make Mauritania a
significant base for their long-
term objectives of securing glo-
bal domination, the people in this
country and throughout region
will continue to seek avenues of
resistance to the mounting inter-
ference in their internal affairs.

Workers World (US)

Mauritania: coup,
anti-terrorism &

political instability

• Above: General Aziz speaks to
the media.
Left: tanks on the streets.
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MONDAY 1 September
Stop the War. Tony Benn
speaking. 6.30pm, Silvestrian
Club, Silvester St, Vauxhall,
Liverpool. Ticket only.
Merseyside STWC.
MONDAY 1 September
Afghanistan - the good war?
7.30pm, Brent Trades Hall
(Apollo Club), 375 High Rd,
Willesden, London NW10. Brent
STWC.
WEDNESDAY 3 September
Afghanistan. 7.30pm, Methodist
Church, Station Rd, Erdington.
SUNDAY 7 September
Burston School Strike Rally.
11am to 4.30pm, Church Green,
Burston nr Diss, Norfolk. Unite
plus SERTUC.
TUESDAY 16 September
Victory in Nepal. CP Gajurel.
7pm, Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, Holborn, London.
Britain-South Asia Soldarity
Forum.
THURSDAY 18 September
Concert for peace. Wihan String
Quartet. St Cyprian’s Church,
Glentworth St, London NW1.
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SATURDAY 20 September
Protest the cost of the war.
12.30pm. Manchester. STWC &
CND.
www.manchesterstopthewar.org

LETTERS

Dear Comrades
 The cruelty and

ruthlessness of modern
warfare is not just in those
weapons that kill or injure
members of the armed
forces; there are also the
indiscriminate ones that tear
apart the bodies of innocent
children when they pick
them up off the ground,
thinking they are toys.

 I refer to the cluster
bombs and land mines that
are dropped in their millions
in the fields. That is evil
enough but that is not the
real reason they are used by
the war-makers. Their use is
more long term; they are an
economic weapon against
the victim state to prevent
their economic recovery in
the fight for competition in
the world trade markets,
since the land cannot be
used until the bombs are
safely removed, so that the
land can be developed
again.

 Vietnam, Japan, Iraq and
many others suffered long
after the wars have become
history. Princess Diana
campaigned against these
sorts of evil devices, so it is
not surprising that many are
suspicious about how she
met her death.

 I say that the making
and use of these weapons
must be made a crime
against humanity and those
who profit by their use
should be charged for their
crimes.

 Yours,
 George Marsh,
 South London.

Dear Comrades
 Like Mervyn Drage, I

believe we should make
enormous efforts to build a
united mass communist
party. This party would then
lead the working class in a
revolution to overthrow the
capitalist system. Hopefully
all this will take place before
the Conservatives win the
2010 general election.

 But just in case we can’t
organise the revolution
inside the next two years, I

suggest that we also do
what we can to build up the
presently very weak
socialist presence in the
Labour Party, and to
promote whatever policies
they have to defend the
living standards of working
people.

 We cannot afford to
mouth ultra-leftist slogans
about how the two parties
are exactly the same. They
are not.

 Yours fraternally,
 Edwin Bentley,
 Hampshire.

Dear comrades
 Regarding the criticism

made of comrade L Black by
Kevin Bell in the letters page
of the New Worker I would
like to make the following
comments.

 I think a Tory govern-
ment would be little or no
different to the present New
Labour government. It is
fairly difficult for things to
get worse though I guess
dialectically this is possible.

 The Blair-Brown regime
has carried out more
privatisations than either
Thatcher or Major did.
There is actually very little
left for David Cameron and
his Tories to “radically
reform” (in other words cut,
privatise or smash up). New
Labour is even going to
abolish incapacity benefit
and force the unemployed to
pick up litter.

To public sector workers
the New Labour government
is the main enemy, it is
cutting public sector pay in
real terms and making huge
cutbacks of five per cent per
annum in departmental
budgets.

 Only stupid people
would vote for such a party.
New Labour abolished the
married couples’ tax allow-
ance and replaced it with tax
credits only available to
those with children and very
complicated to claim, with
frequently money being
clawed back due to “over-
payments”. Prescription
charges have shot through
the roof as has council tax.
Now food and energy prices
are rising rapidly.

 The Wilson Labour
government in the 60s cut
public spending and tried to
hold down wage demands
and the 1974-1979 Labour
government cut public
spending and operated pay
restraint, which was really
pay cuts.

 Apathy and
depoliticisation set in
amongst the working class
as a result of Labour’s
failures with people saying
“they are all the same”,
“these socialists are no
different to the other lot”
and “politicians are just in to
make money”.

 This view increased 10-
fold with the advent of New
Labour and now most
workers do not bother with
politics. For communists and
the Left to win back trust
from working people they
must break with the mould
of Labourism and social
democracy.

 The Labour Party
formed as the LRC was
actually to the Right of
continental social
democratic and socialist
parties. It rejected Marxism
and class struggle right from
the start. Ideology should
be the determining factor
not the number of trade
union affiliations.

 The only nominally
Marxist component of the
LRC, the Social Democratic
Federation, left the LRC in
1911 and formed the British
Socialist Party which
became the CPGB in 1920.
To argue for uncritical
support of Labour is to go
back 97 years!

Yours fratenally,
 Dermot Hudson
South London.

Dear Comrades
 The Scottish National

Party victory in Glasgow
East was, surely, a vote for
an independent Scotland.

 There is no way forward
in British politics.

 Scotland would be well
advised to declare indepen-
dence within the Euro-zone,
abolishing the played-out
pound, which is issued there
by private banks.

 These banks are owned
by the descendants of those
who drove the native people
into the sea.

 The euro? From its
introduction as the ecu I
saw it as the saving grace of
the European Economic
Community.

 When Northern Ireland
adopts it the reunification of
Ireland will be a mere
formality.

 What do other readers
think?

 Mick Kenny,
 Yorkshire.

Dear Comrades
 What a very odd letter

by Kevin Bell in New
Worker 1498, in which he
attempts to justify the policy
of voting for the Labour
Party, sorry, New Labour.

 The Labour Representa-
tion Committee has, to quote
from its own website “…
been reformed to secure a
voice for socialists within
the Labour Party”.

 Fine, this is admirable,
and excellent MPs like John
McDonnell do a first rate job
in trying to secure this aim,
and the NCP is right to
support this aim.

 However actually voting
for New Labour, a capitalist
party which in its present
form is an absolutely rabid
supporter of big business, is
wrong.

 Do other left wing, far
left and ultra left parties
recommend voting for a
blatantly right wing capital-
ist party? No, of course not.
Vote for a party whose
leaders openly admire
Thatcher and who would
probably agree to a state
funeral when she snuffs it?
No, of course not.

 Lenin and Stalin must be
turning in their graves.

 Yours fraternally,
  L Black,
 South Wales.

Dear Comrades
 Having read JH

Edwards’ letter concerning
Shostakovich and Stalin
(New Worker 1498 letters) I
looked up Solomon Volkov
and his Testimony, which
Comrade Edwards quotes,
on the Web.

 I found Testimony,
which is supposed to have
been dictated by
Shostakovich and de-
nounces Stalin, is controver-
sial to say the least. It is
described as “a hoax
exposed in the 1980s” and
Volkov as “an embittered
defector”.

 Wikipedia suggests it
should “be taken with a
grain of salt”.

 Best wishes,
 Ben Johnson,
 South London.

Dear Comrades
 Some correspondents to

this page do not seem to
understand the difference
between a mass party –
which inevitably will contain
a wide spectrum of views –
and a vanguard party – in
which members adhere to
democratic centralism and
have a clearly defined
Marxist-Leninist political
line that they understand
and which equips them to
give a lead to the mass
movement. Read Lenin’s
One Step Forward, Two
Steps Back and Party of a
new type.

 Our correspondents are
all eager to set about the
task of building a mass
party/movement but do not
say how they intend to
accomplish this when they
spurn to work alongside
even the best of the
reformist Left – as are found
in the Labour Representa-
tion Committee.

 The LRC is not revolu-
tionary – and its members
stand little chance of
becoming revolutionary if
we never engage with them
in discussion and debate.
And working alongside
them on equal terms in
various struggles: for peace,
against fascism, for trade
union rights, housing and
so on, affords the best
possible opportunity to
supply the theory to go with
the experience of practical
campaigning.

 If Marxist-Leninists
want to promote a mass
revolutionary movement we
have to talk to people who
do not already share our
views. LRC members at least
have some idea; the real
challenge comes from young
workers who do not yet
have any understanding of
class politics. They’re not
going to find out by
telepathy. We have to
communicate. That means
getting stuck in alongside
others in struggle and those
not yet in struggle – not
standing aloof in some idle,
romantic, purist dream of
revolution.

 Yours in comradeship,

 Daphne Liddle,
 London.

Dear Comrades
 I would just like to reply

briefly to Kevin Bell’s letter
(22nd August 2008). As
communists we go way
beyond the bourgeois
parliament because we
realise, following Lenin, that
under capitalism, Parliament,
the state, the police, the
security services and the
armed forces are coercive
institutions of the ruling
class that function to
oppress, exploit and control
the working class.

 This is why we seek to
overthrow capitalism and
establish socialism and
working class state power,
an entirely different state
system, set up and con-
trolled by the Communist
Party and the working class.

 As communists we
should make building the
communist movement and
creating communist unity
our two most important
priorities. But we must never
isolate ourselves from the
working class, so we should
also work hard in broad left,
socialist societies and the
trade unions to spread the
communist message.

 With this interpretation
of the way forward, I can
understand why the NCP
decided to affiliate to the
Labour Representation
Committee; it is a matter of
strategy and tactics.
However I was just trying to
point out that communists
should not make working
with the broad lefts and
other social democratic
bodies their number-one
priority.

 On the question of
voting Labour, it makes little
difference, because both
major parties in Britain
thoroughly support the
capitalist state apparatus.

We already have authoritar-
ian, repressive rule in Britain
and the state and armed
forces are currently imple-
menting imperialist acts of
aggression across the world
in alliance with the United
States and Nato. That is
why the anti-imperialist work
of the communists, and in
particular the New Worker is
crucial for our future
success.

 Yours in comradeship,
 Mervyn Drage,
 Manchester.
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by Hillel Cohen

LAST WEEK a United States
Justice Department spokes-
person announced that the
anthrax case of 2001 was
closed following the suicide
of Dr Bruce Ivins, who the
Justice Department and the
FBI now claim was the sole
perpetrator. Dr Ivins’ attor-
ney as well as family and
friends deny the charges.
Whether or not Dr Ivins was
involved in the anthrax re-
lease remains to be seen. No
one should jump to the con-
clusion that Dr Ivins’ suicide
was an admission of guilt.

No indictment had been
made prior to Ivins’ suicide.
One can only speculate
whether his death has given
the government the opportu-
nity to claim the case is closed,
by focusing charges on a
dead man who cannot defend
himself in court and who can-
not reveal what has been go-
ing on behind the closed
doors of the military biologi-
cal weapons lab where he
worked until his death.

Shortly after the 9-11 at-
tacks, weaponised anthrax
spores were mailed to Senate
Democrat Tom Dashle, NBC
news anchor Tom Brokaw and
several others. Both were
considered liberals and tar-
gets of ultra-right talk radio
show hosts. The anthrax let-
ters never reached the in-
tended targets. Instead, high-
speed mail sorting machines
pressed spores outside the
envelopes, and the deadly

spores infected some postal
workers and individuals
whose mail just happened to
be at the wrong place at the
wrong time.

When the first cases of
anthrax became public, the
media tried to blame “Muslim
terrorists”. Then Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney and other
Bush officials and media pun-
dits tried to link the anthrax to
Iraq, citing unnamed “ex-
perts” who falsely claimed the
anthrax had chemicals that
were only found in Iraq. Sev-
eral months later the FBI
started leaking to the media
that the anthrax almost assur-
edly came from a U.S. military
biological weapons lab in Fort
Detrick, Maryland.

At first the name of Dr
Ayaad Asaad, a scientist of
Egyptian ancestry, was
leaked. Then Dr. Steven
Hatfill was named as a “per-
son of interest.” The same
types of unsubstantiated cir-
cumstantial “facts” were
spread through the media as
are now appearing about Dr
Ivins. The Justice Department
has now stated they were
wrong about Hatfill and have
given him over $5 million to
settle the lawsuit he brought
against the US government.

We may never find out
which individual or individu-
als actually put anthrax
spores in the mail. But all the
evidence points to the US
government biological war-
fare laboratories at Fort
Detrick. The US bio-weapons
programme is clearly respon-

TO PUT TOGETHER a gov-
ernment favouring the poor
is the fundamental objective
of the programme presented
by the presidential candidate
put forward by the Farabundo
Marti Front for the Libera-
tion of El Salvador. If elected,
Mauricio Funes will try to re-
store dignity to the destitute
people forgotten throughout
the years of neo-liberal poli-
cies.

El Salvador has suffered
at the hands of the current
president, Antonio Saca, one
of the main allies of the United
States in the region. To coun-
teract this the new program
drawn up by Funes, after ten
months of serious and hard
work involving 31 work com-
missions made up of the dif-
ferent sectors of the country,
offers hope and change to the
poorest country in the region.

The reality of Saca’s term
in office is that the economy
has declined and public debt
and inflation have increased.
Likewise, unemployment has
grown at the same time that

ON 23RD AUGUST two
boats, the Free Gaza
and the  Liberty , arrived
in the shores of Gaza,
carrying 44 interna-
tional solidarity activ-
ists from numerous
countries in an effort to
break the siege of Gaza
and to bring attention
to Israeli atrocities and
crimes against the Pal-
estinian people.

The boats were wel-
comed by the Palestinian
people and particularly by
Palestinians in Gaza,
who organised receptions
and celebrations to wel-
come the boats, which
carried humanitarian and
medical supplies meant

Anthrax spores came from US weapons labs
sible for the deaths, illnesses
and panic that took place in
2001.

What is anthrax?

Anthrax is a bacterial dis-
ease that is relatively common
in agricultural areas. When
anthrax infects the skin (the
most common natural form),
it is treatable with ordinary
antibiotics and is usually not
life threatening. If spores are
breathed in through the
lungs, however, anthrax can
be very deadly.

During the Second World
War, the US developed a huge
biological weapons industry
under the leadership of the
then-head of Merck pharma-
ceutical company. Ordinary
anthrax bacteria were mass-
produced and converted into
dried spores that could be
spread through the air. It was
an advanced industrial pro-
cess, and to this day only a
few countries have been able
to do it. This so-called weap-
ons-grade anthrax is hard to
make and even harder to
handle and store.

The difficulty in making
and handling biological-
weapons-grade material is
what has made biological ter-
rorism more fiction than fact.
But this material is readily
available in military-spon-
sored US research labs. These
labs supposedly study de-
fence against biological weap-
ons, but they may also be in-
volved in recreating biologi-
cal-weapons capability for the

US in clear violation of the
Biologic and Toxin Weapons
Convention to which the US
is a signatory.

Starting in 1997, the num-
ber of US labs funded to re-
search anthrax expanded
greatly. Without these labs,

the weaponised anthrax
spores that killed five people
would never have been avail-
able. After 2001 enormous
amounts of money were di-
verted from real health needs
to research these biological
warfare materials. And the
danger of future releases,
whether accidental or on pur-
pose, has increased greatly,
while spending on public
health has declined.

Despite years of claims
that bio-terrorism is a major
health threat, there have so far
been no deaths in the US or
anywhere else from biological
terrorism — other than the
five anthrax deaths in 2001.
These deaths can be attrib-
uted to so-called bio-terrorism
defence.

In short the Pentagon and
its research divisions, the
politicians that fund them,
and those scientists and
health professionals who took
the money to do the dirty
work should be held respon-
sible for the anthrax deaths in
2001 — no matter which
hands stuffed the envelopes
with the deadly spores.
The writer is a Doctor of
Public Health.
Workers World (US)

the Salvadorians have seen
lately how their purchasing
power has been reduced. Ac-
cording to some experts, the
Salvadorians have lost 56 per
cent of the capacity to buy
food.

Poverty tops the list of se-
rious problems affecting the
Central American nation; 58
per cent of the Salvadorian
population lives below the
poverty line, a situation that
leads to 720,000 leaving the
country every year while 70
per cent of the families remain-
ing have to live off remit-
tances sent from abroad.

That´s why the candidate
of the Farabundo Marti Front
for the Liberation of El Salva-
dor — the favourite to win in
the elections to be held in
March 2009 -- has devised a
programme of action and so-
cial, economic and political
reforms aimed at giving back
hope to the Salvadorian
people with real results.

The increase of personal
pensions, the creation of the
Solidarity Fund for the Elderly,

the end of corruption and the
creation of new sources of
decent jobs to bring down the
high levels of unemployment
in the country are some of the
essential issues on which
Funes will focus if he gets
elected.

Another of the fundamen-
tals of his programme is to
keep an open foreign policy
that would enable relations
with other nations like Cuba,
whose relations were broken
in 1961, encouraged by the
US.

Actually, the governmen-
tal programme presented by
Mauricio Funes — a promi-
nent Salvadorian journalist –
is an injection of optimism for
a people who have witnessed
how the different administra-
tions never implemented the
amendments enshrined in the
peace accord of 1992, which
was supposed to put in mo-
tion a democratic system and
respect for human rights.

Radio Havana Cuba

for Gaza. The action by in-
ternational solidarity activ-
ists came as an attempt to
physically break the siege
of Gaza by delivering these
items via ship.

The occupation forces
and the Israeli government
threatened the boats and in-
terfered with their commu-
nications equipment, but
seeing the determination of
the participants to continue
and fearing the potential of
large-scale negative media
attention, did not attack the
boats or force them back as
they landed at the Gaza
shore.

The Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) participated in the

celebrations welcoming
the solidarity boats. The
Front saluted these activ-
ists and the international
solidarity groups with the
Palestinian people around
the world, and called for
more such actions to
break the siege on a
popular level.

A broad array of Pal-
estinian and Arab
organisations, move-
ments and popular asso-
ciations welcomed the
action by these interna-
tional activists, including
both de facto govern-
ments in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank.

PFLP

Solidarity boats arrive in Gaza

A good option for El Salvador
• Mauricio Funes greets supporters.

• Palestinians (left) welcome Free Gaza and Liberty.

• Anti-biological warfare suits on Capitol Hill.
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RUSSIA  has recognised the
independence of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia follow-
ing an unanimous vote in
favour in the Federation
Council and the State Duma
of Russia.

“The people of South
Ossetia and Abkhazia have
repeatedly supported their
independence. We under-
stand that they have a right
to determine their fate them-
selves after what happened
recently,” Russian President
Dimitri Medvedev said in a
televised address on Tues-
day.

“They wrote to Russia
with a request to recognise
their independence. Taking
into consideration the free will
of the peoples, the UN Char-
ter and OSCE documents, I
have signed decrees to
recognizse the independence
of South Ossetia and
Abkhazia on behalf of the
Russian Federation. This is
the only way to save people’s
lives,” Medvedev said.

Medvedev compared
Saakashvili’s actions with the
position of a former Georgian
President, Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, who un-
leashed the war under the slo-
gan “Georgia for Geor-
gians”.”

“Saakashvili chose geno-

cide to fulfill his political
plans,” Medvedev said.
“Georgia chose the least hu-
man way to achieve its goal
to absorb South Ossetia by
eliminating a whole nation.”

“Russia stopped the exter-
mination by the Georgian
people and then showed re-
straint with a goal to regulate
the conflict through diplo-
macy,” the president said.

warnings

“Our warnings were left
with no response. Nato and
the UN ignored them. It is
clear now that the Georgian
administration was preparing
for the war, whereas the sup-
port of its external protectors
was only strengthening the
feeling of impunity. The Geor-
gian administration chose an-
other way – to disrupt nego-
tiations, launch military
provocations and attack
peacemakers. The Georgian
administration initiated a mili-
tary conflict in defiance of
common sense and contrary
to the UN Charter,”
Medvedev said.

“The president’s decision
is a response to those politi-
cal speculators who claimed
that Russia needed new
lands; who referred to Russia
as an invader and who said

that Russia was going to an-
nex Abkhazia and South
Ossetia. The recognition of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia
as independent states is a re-
jection of annexation,” Dmitry
Rogozin, Russia’s ambassa-
dor to Nato said in a state-
ment.

The presidents of the
now-recognised republics,
Sergei Bagapsh and Eduard
Kokoity, thanked Medvedev
for his decision and in
Sukhumi and Tskhinvali, the
capitals of South Ossetia and
Abkhazia, the people took to
the streets to celebrate the
news.

Russia ’s decision to
recognise the independence
of the two republics came out
of the blue for its citizens.
People started making count-
less phone calls to share their
joy. Everyone started to con-
gratulate each other after
Medvedev’s televised ad-
dress.

Cars blared their horns
and people fired guns in the
air celebrating their long-
awaited independence in
Tskhinvali. Others waved the
flags of the republic, hugging
and congratulating each
other.

Pravda.ru

Mass
protests
at US
Democratic
Convention
THOUSANDS of protesters
have converged on Denver,
Colorado, where the Demo-
cratic National Convention
got underway on Monday. At
a march and rally held on
Sunday, organised by the
group Recreate 68, the pro-
testers temporarily blocked
access to the convention site
before police ordered the
crowd to disperse.

Speakers at the rally in-
cluded anti-war activist Cindy
Sheehan, Green Party presi-
dential nominee Cynthia
McKinney, and Vietnam vet-
eran and anti-war activist Ron
Kovic.

Jeremy Scahill, a corre-
spondent with the popular
radio and TV programme De-
mocracy Now, says: “The city
of Denver has been con-
verted to a massive monu-
ment celebrating Barack
Obama. This weekend, some
4,000 delegates to the Demo-
cratic National Convention
began flooding the city for the
much-anticipated coronation
of the man chosen by the
Democrats to face John
McCain in November.” He
said that there are about
15,000 journalists to cover the
convention.

most expensive

Scahill said: “The conven-
tion could be described as one
big political NASCAR stock
car race, with corporate logos
splashed on practically every-
thing related to the big show.”
He emphasised that the total
cost of the convention could
well top $100 million – on track
to be the most expensive po-
litical convention in US his-
tory.

Over the weekend, just
two days before the conven-
tion opened in Denver, Barack
Obama announced that he
had chosen Joseph Biden as
his running mate. The vice
presidential candidate has
served in the Senate since
1972 and is the chair of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. In 2002, Biden was
one of 29 Democratic sena-
tors to vote to authorise the
invasion of Iraq. He later said
his vote was a mistake. Biden
has also taken the controver-
sial position of advocating for
the partitioning of Iraq into
three or more regions.

Independent presidential
candidate Ralph Nader de-
scribed Biden as the
“MasterCard Senator”. One
of Biden’s biggest corporate
backers is the Delaware-based
credit card company MBNA.
Biden was the key architect
of the 2005 bankruptcy law
which made it harder for con-
sumers to file for bankruptcy
protection. At the time,
Biden’s son was working as a
consultant to MBNA.

Radio Havana Cuba

Russia recognises
South Ossetia
and  Abkhazia

PRESIDEN Raul Castro wel-
comed the last group of Cu-
ban athletes returning to
Cuba on Monday at Havana´s
Jose Marti International Air-
port.

The last group of athletes
were made up by represen-
tatives from track and field,
women´s volleyball and
beach volleyball, baseball,
boxing, divers, canoe and
taekwondo.

Baseball players Pedro
Luis Lazo and Alexei Bell,
boxer Emilio Correa, all Sil-
ver medallist in the world

event and Leonel Suarez,
Bronze medallist in the De-
cathlon, carried the Cuban
flag while stepping down from
the airplane that brought
them back to the island.

On behalf of the entire
Cuban delegation, Bell read
a message from the athletes
upon their return to their coun-
try.

“We had a common ob-
jective, to fight for a victory in
one of the strongest and
most complex Olympic
Games in history,” said the
baseball star.

Regarding the boxing
competitions, three times
Olympic and World Cham-
pion Teofilo Stevenson
characterised the boxing per-
formance in Beijing as very
good as they were able to
qualify 8 out of the 10 boxers
to the semi finals.

Stevenson attributed the
success to the preparation
and experience of the Cuban
boxing trainers. He stressed
that the refereeing at the
bouts were very bad, espe-
cially the competition in which
Emilio Correo participated in

and said he is not satisfied
with those results.

According to Teofilo
Stevenson the young Cuban
boxers have a great future
and the island will recover the
world and Olympic su-
premacy in the discipline.

Teofilo Stevenson is cur-
rently the supervisor of refer-
ees for AIBA, the International
Boxing Referees Associa-
tion.

Pedro Roque, trainer of
the Cuban boxers agrees
with Stevenson, character-
issing the refereeing as a di-

saster and horrible, which not
only affected the Cuban box-
ers but also Ecuador, France
and some other countries.

Also participating in the
warm reception were the Min-
ister of Informatics and Com-
munication, Ramiro Valdez,
Lazara Mercedes Lopez,
member of the Secretariat of
the Cuban Communist
Party’s Central Committee
and Julio Martinez, the first
secretary of the National
Committee of the Young
Communist League.
Radio Havana Cuba

A THREE-DAY strike by 200
workers at Nestlé Hong
Kong’s ice cream and chilled
products factory ended in vic-
tory, as management finally
agreed to workers’ demands
on wages and working condi-
tions. The striking workers,
including drivers,
deliverymen, sales force
workers and production
workers, joined the IUF-affili-
ated [food workers interna-
tional] Catering & Hotels In-
dustries Employees General
union and launched indus-
trial action on 27th July. The
workers demand a 12-hour
limit on working hours, per-
manent employment for ca-
sual workers, a seven per cent
wage increase and a six per
cent increase in commission
(above-quota incentive pay).

Over the past 12 years
earnings from commissions
have been cut by 12 per cent
despite a significant increase
in workload and working
hours, which has now
reached 17-hour workdays.
On top of this management
was constantly changing the
formula for calculating com-
missions and refused to dis-
close the new calculation,
leaving workers unable to de-
termine what their commis-
sions should be at the end of
each month.

The strike brought pro-
duction to a halt at the height
of peak season and shocked
the Hong Kong public by ex-
posing the appalling working
conditions in the world’s larg-
est food manufacturing com-
pany. This includes 17-hour
workdays, wage increases
over the past 12 years
amounting to just one per
cent, and the systematic de-

nial of permanent employment
for casual workers despite
working at the factory for more
than 10 years.

For more than a decade a
third of the workforce at
Nestlé Hong Kong have been
employed under precarious
employment practices that
deliberately bypass the legal
requirement that a worker be
made permanent after employ-
ment of more than 12 months.

Casual workers were
placed on revolving 12-month
contracts, and to prevent them
from achieving permanent
employment status under the
law Nestlé Hong Kong man-
agement imposed a 14-day
break between each contract.

As a result workers were
robbed of any employment
security and were deliberately
denied the rights, protection
and benefits enjoyed by per-
manent workers under the law.

At the request of the Ca-
tering & Hotels Industries
Employees General Union, an
affiliate of the Hong Kong
Confederation of Trade
Unions (HKCTU), the IUF in-
tervened to bring these abu-
sive employment practices to
the attention of Nestle global
management and called for the
management to enter into
good faith negotiations with
the union.

In the second round of
negotiations on 29th July, the
union succeeded in winning
major improvements in wages
and working conditions and
reached a settlement that was
supported by all 200 workers,
who voted to end the strike
action.
Guardian
Australian communist
weekly

Sweet victory for
Nestlé workers

Raul Castro welcomes back Cuban Olympians

• Abkhazians celebrate the Russian decision.






